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“SIGNIFICANT” structural 
defects, air quality issues 
and mould have forced Berri 
Barmera Council’s staff to 
begin relocating from their 
principal office of 40 years to 
a vacant riverfront building.

Council has commenced 
moving from 19 Wilson 
Street, Berri, to 5 Riverview 
Drive – the former Centrelink 
building.

Independent structural and 
environmental assessments 

undertaken at the council 
office late last year revealed 
“significant deterioration in 
the building’s structural integ-
rity and associated issues with 
air quality, due to mould”.

Berri Barmera Council 

CEO Dylan Strong said coun-
cil had occupied the Wilson 
Street office for more than 40 
years, but the building was 
no longer safe for staff and 
visitors.
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‘Unsafe’ building forces council to move…

Berri 
Barmera 
Council’s 
existing 
Wilson 
Street 
office.
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LOCAL river lovers are 
“angry” about ongo-
ing boating restrictions 
across Riverland backwa-
ters and want them lifted 
immediately, according to 
organisers of a planned pro-
test this weekend.

Due to the flood, leisure 
activities have been banned 
along the entire SA stretch 
of the River Murray since 
December 20, including all 
creeks, tributaries, lakes and 
lagoons, other than Lake 
Bonney.

In response, a “tinny 
rally” is set to be staged in 
Berri on Saturday morning 
and spokesperson Ian Cass 
says it’s time to allow 
Riverlanders back on the 
water.
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Supporters of a planned rally calling for the Riverland stretch of the River Murray to be reopened to leisure activities, Michael Polson, of Renmark, Ian Cass, of Loxton, and Malcolm O’Brien, 
of Gurra Gurra. PHOTO: Paul Mitchell



“SIGNIFICANT” s t ruc tu ra l 
defects, air quality issues and 
mould have forced Berri Barmera 
Council’s staff to begin relocating 
from their principal office of 
40 years to a vacant riverfront 
building.

Council has commenced mov-
ing from 19 Wilson Street, Berri, 
to 5 Riverview Drive – the former 
Centrelink building.

Independent structural and envi-
ronmental assessments undertaken 
at the council office late last year 
revealed “significant deterioration 
in the building’s structural integrity 
and associated issues with air qual-
ity, due to mould”.

Berri Barmera Council CEO 
Dylan Strong said council had 
occupied the Wilson Street office 
for more than 40 years, but the 
building was no longer safe for 
staff and visitors.

“Visual signs of deteriora-
tion such as significant cracking 
in glass and walls, combined with 

concerns about air quality raised by 
staff, were cause for investigation 
of the building’s safety,” he said.

“These reports confirmed some 
serious structural issues, water 
incursion and unsafe levels of 
mould growth.”

As a result, council determined 
the Wilson Street building needed 
to be immediately vacated to allow 
for further investigations and reme-
diation.

“A comprehensive assessment of 
the building’s structural integrity 
is necessary, and this involves the 
removal of all partition walls and 
office spaces,” Mr Strong said.

“Once this assessment has been 
made council will be able to con-
sider remediation options, costs 
and the long-term prospects for the 
building.

“In the meantime, some stabi-
lisation props have been installed 
at the Wilson Street building as a 
precaution.

“Council has entered into a 
lease of the new office location at 
5 Riverview Drive, Berri, which is 
well appointed, the required size 

and ensures we will remain acces-
sible to our community.”

The Berri Town Hall, also locat-
ed at 19 Wilson Street, remains 
safe and equipped for continued 
use.

Council’s transition to the 
Riverview Drive office will be 

completed by the end of the 
January.

The District Council of Loxton 
Waikerie had to undertake a similar 
relocation in 2021, after unsafe lev-
els of mould and spore build-ups 
were found in the Loxton Institute 
building.

JOSH BRINE
A RETURN to a U-shaped Barmera jetty was 
one of the most popular ideas put forward 
at a well-attended community meeting 
and walking engagement to discuss the 
dilapidated and submerged structure’s future.

About 60 to 70 people attended a com-
munity workshop at the Barmera Club and 
walking engagement along the lake fore-
shore last Thursday as part of the first phase 
of community consultation on the jetty’s 
redevelopment.

“The meeting had a great turnout and there 
were lots of great ideas from the community,” 
said Ella Winnall, Berri Barmera Mayor.

“I’m really looking forward to seeing 
what outcomes arise from the consultation.”

Berri Barmera Council’s Place, Space 
and Activation project manager Chloe 
Drogemuller-Fiebig said many of the ideas 
put forward were related to a return of the 
historic U-shaped jetty. 

“That has come through pretty strongly 
from our local residents about what they 
want to see or what they’re proposing for a 
new jetty…” she said.

“There’s a lot of discussion around hav-
ing that enclosed space in the middle for 
younger swimmers or having lanes to be able 
to have competitions. 

“Having the opportunity to sit on the jetty, 
access for all abilities, viewing areas, launch-
ing pads… there are some really broad ideas, 
but that’s the whole purpose of this process.

“The point of this first stage of engage-
ment is to really understand what it is the 
community would like to see, including visu-
ally what they’d like to see and the purpose 
of use for the jetty, but it’s also important to 
be sensitive to the history as well.”

Ms Drogemuller-Fiebig said indicative 
costings were presented to those who attend-
ed the workshop with a U-shaped jetty likely 
to cost around $4m.

“Once we start looking at the additions to 
that including launching areas and seating… 
it could potentially be more…” she said.

“It is the community’s jetty and we want to 
build something that will be able to be used 
now and into the future across all generations.”

Feedback from the first phase of engage-
ment will be used to develop three draft 
concept plans, which will then be presented 
again to the community during a second 
phase of consultation.

“We just want to make sure we’re engag-
ing in a meaningful way and giving our 
residents, visitors and key stakeholders the 
opportunity to put forward their ideas,” Ms 

Drogemuller-Fiebig said.
Phase one engagement closes on January 

31. Engagement material is available at 
council’s principal office in Berri, both Berri 
and Barmera libraries and visitor information 
centres, and online. 

Council will also work closely with local 
schools and students to develop their ideas. 

For more information or to download a 
feedback form, visit council’s website (www.
berribarmera.sa.gov.au/development-and-
building/projects/jetty-redevelopment).

2  NEWS    www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, January 11, 2023

josh.brine@murraypioneer.com.au

By
JOSH
BRINE

SEE INSIDE FOR CATALOGUE

Locals looking to the 
past for jetty’s future

Interested locals attended a community workshop on the Barmera jetty redevelopment at the 
Barmera Club last Thursday. PHOTO: Facebook

Deterioration and mould force council move
Berri 
Barmera 
Council’s 
office will 
move to 
the former 
Services 
Australia 
building at 
5 Riverview 
Drive, 
Berri, while 
assessments 
are 
undertaken 
at 19 Wilson 
Street. 
FILE PHOTO
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OOSSCCAARR’’SS  BBIISSTTRROO
WE COOK ALL DAY!! 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
LUNCH 12pm – 2pm

DINNER 6pm – 8pm SUN-THURS  
6pm - 8.30pm FRI & SAT
BAR MENU AVAILABLE  

2pm – 6pm DAILY

SCAN QR CODE TO 
ORDER TAKEAWAY

TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE 7 DAYS
11.30AM - 8PM

CALL TO ORDER (08) 8541 2999

Winning Member MUST  

be present to claim CASH

THIS FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH, 2023

LUCKY DOOR PRIZES AND MEAT RAFFLE ON THE NIGHT

FRIDAY NIGHT  
MEMBERS DRAW

$1200

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Lake Bonney foreshore for our Australia Day Breakfast 

 

7.30am  Community Walk 
8.00am  Breakfast 
9.00am  Award Ceremony 
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www.berribarmera.sa.gov.au/our-community/events/australia-day 
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www.berribarmera.sa.gov.au/our-com-
munity/events/australia-day

AUSTRALIA DAY  
BREAKFAST

THURSDAY, 26 JANUARY 2023
LAKE BONNEY, BARMERA
Join us on Lake Bonney foreshore  

for our Australia Day Breakfast

7.30am Community Walk
8.00am Breakfast
9.00am Award CeremonyBZ12067

PAUL MITCHELL
TIM Whets tone  has 
offered  an  apology, 
an explanation, but no 
excuses for losing his 
driver’s licence and sub-
sequently standing down 
as State Opposition road 
safety spokesperson.

Mul t ip le  speeding 
offences saw the Chaffey 
Liberal MP relinquish 
his licence in September, 
however he only revealed 
the news publicly last 
Friday.

Mr Whetstone said 
just one of the offences 
attracted three demerit 
points, for exceeding the 
speed limit by between 
10km/h and 20km/h, 
while the remainder were 

two-demerit-point offenc-
es (less than 10km/h).

While stressing that he 
blamed no one but him-
self, Mr Whetstone said 
his focus on the elector-
ate’s flood crisis had seen 
him cover extra kilome-
tres and fulfil additional 
commitments in 2022.

“I was consumed try-
ing to deal with my com-
munity’s flood prepara-
tion and the mitigation of 
impacts,” he said.

“I’ve always taken 
pride in my work ethic 
and having a diary as 
active as it is puts pres-
sure on me to do even 
more than I normally 
would…

“But look, it is what it 

is, I got caught out, and I 
have no excuses.”

Mr Whetstone said 
he typically drives up 
to 100,000km per year, 
mainly travelling back 
and forth to Adelaide, 
and that he always tries 
to “get the maximum out 
of a day”.

Despite being with-
out a licence for three 
months, Mr Whetstone 
said he managed to main-
tain his workload and 
travel around Chaffey as 
required during the final 
three months of 2022.

“During work hours I 
relied upon my staff (for 
transport), and at times 
my family,” he said.

“I tried to minimise the 

impact as best I could…”
Mr Whetstone released 

a statement last Friday 
saying it was “inappro-
priate” for him to retain 
the road safety portfolio, 
however he will remain 
Opposition spokesperson 
for police and community 
safety, corrections, and 
mental health and suicide 
prevention.

He admitted the days 
immediately after his 
transgression became 
public had been challeng-
ing.

“It’s not been easy, 
no,” he said.

“I pride myself in my 
integrity towards the job 
and the confidence that 
people put into me, so 

I can only apologise to 
those that I’ve let down.

“I haven’t treated it 
lightly, hence stepping 
away from the road safe-
ty portfolio.”

Mr Whetstone also 
described as “absolutely 
false” accusations he had 
been reported for drink 
driving or driving danger-
ously.

In 2009, Labor’s then 
Road Safety Minister, 
To m  Ko u t s a n t o n i s , 
resigned from the portfo-
lio after it was revealed 
he had over 30 traffic 
offences and had also 
lost his licence for three 
months – in 1999 – for 
the accumulat ion of 
demerit points.

‘Why I didn’t 
speak up 
any earlier’
CONTINUED focus on the delay between 
losing his licence and telling his boss about 
it has bemused Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone.

Mr Whetstone only revealed his licence 
suspension to Opposition Leader David 
Speirs last Friday, more than three months 
after it occurred, as widely reported.

However, Mr Whetstone says as he was 
able to continue carrying out his duties dur-
ing the suspension period, telling Mr Speirs 
about the situation “was not a high priority”.

“I made all the provisions to continue my 
obligations as MP…nothing changed,” he 
said.

“My view is, why is everyone so fixated 
on me not telling Speirs?

“I was concentrating on what was my 
priority and telling David Speirs that I didn’t 
have a licence was not a high priority of mine.

“Doing my job well was what I considered 
a high priority. I can be judged on that and if 
people don’t like it, they don’t like it.”

Mr Whetstone, who regained his licence 
on December 27, before the story broke, said 
he finally decided to volunteer the informa-
tion after word started to spread.

“It got to a point where people were 
probably asking questions about why I had 
friends and staff driving me,” he said.

In The Advertiser this week Mr Speirs 
said he had a “frank, serious and difficult 
discussion” with Mr Whetstone and that 
ideally he would have learned about the 
situation “a bit sooner”.

Mr Speirs also said there was “an incom-
patibility with a multitude of driving offences 
and the road safety portfolio”.

- PAUL MITCHELL

Tim Whetstone says losing his driver’s licence was a low priority, compared to dealing with flood-related matters, hence he didn’t tell State 
Opposition Leader David Speirs until last week. The duo are pictured in Waikerie last November. PHOTO: Christine Webster

Tim says flood crisis led to speeding fines

An explanation, An explanation, 
but no excusebut no excuse
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“Now you can’t keep me 
out of photographs.”

LidumsDental.com.au75 Hindmarsh Square, Adelaide

At Lidums Dental, we’ll do more than transform your smile – we’ll restore  
your confidence and personality. No matter the condition of your teeth now,  
our Teeth-in-a-Day treatment is simple, comfortable – and can be affordable.

J0
0

1110
/B

Advanced Cosmetic Dentistry 
Specialist Centre

(08) 7228 0448

SUMMER DECK SESSION
JOIN US FOR 

LIVE music on the deck 1-4pm 
Drink specials and all day dining 

            Make  
       a dining  

reservation now  
OR BOOK ONLINE!

8582 3425
45 Shiell Rd,  

Berri

*keep an eye on our socials for upcoming artists and dates  

Sunday 29th
Brett Schofield

Sunday 15th 
Bianca Feher

Follow us on our socials.
bigrivergolfandcountryclub.com.au

JANUARY DATES

Get your group together

BZ11384-V8

JOSH BRINE
THE region’s peak tour-
ism body has echoed calls 
to review “unnecessary” 
restrictions on the use of 
River Murray backwaters 
and creeks, due to the “dra-
matic impact” of the ban on 
the local visitor economy.

In  a  s t a t emen t ,  t he 
Destination Riverland board 
said it recommended modi-
fication of the policy while 
“still carefully considering 
the safety of people and 
property”.

“We believe some of 
the broader restrictions are 

unnecessary and will have a 
dramatic impact on tourism 
experiences during our nor-
mally busy holiday period,” 
they said.

“We recommend a review 
of the policy to allow motor-
ised or unmotorised craft in 
backwaters and creeks of 
the Riverland’s floodplain, 
under current 4-knot restric-
tions, and away from any 
inundated infrastructure or 
levies.

“It is important to remem-
ber that flooding of the river 
system is a natural event, 
and it is a fabulous time to 
come to the Riverland to 

witness mother nature in all 
her glory.”

The board highlighted the 
challenges facing some local 
tourism operators during 
flooding, but said the safety 
of river users and property 
was “critical”.

“Many local tourism oper-
ators and businesses are cur-
rently significantly impacted 
by the Murray River flood 
event, particularly those low-
er-lying areas like caravan 

parks and shacks, and the 
high flows have significant-
ly impacted the houseboat 
industry,” they said.

“But there are still plen-
ty of safe places in the 
Riverland to enjoy that are 
‘high and dry’, and it is a 
unique and special time to 
witness the power and beau-
ty of mother nature as the 
river flows bring about an 
explosion of biodiversity to 
the river environment.”

“We acknowledge the 
time, money, infrastructure 
and resources utilised to cre-
ate various levees, and the 
vital importance of them to 
protect critical assets during 
the flooding event.

“Boat wash should be 
kept away from these levies 
to minimise any damage, so 
we support a ban on motor-
ised vessels in the vicinity 
of levies.

“It is pleasing that Lake 
Bonney and professional 
boat tour operators are 

exempt from the restrictions, 
and that the ban on land-
based fishing and yabbying 
has been lifted.”

Destination Riverland 
general manager Pamela 
Canavan said it “certainly 
hasn’t been a ‘normal’ holi-
day season” for operators 
impacted both directly and 
indirectly by flood.

“With houseboat busi-
nesses unable to operate, 
many of the region’s caravan 
parks out of action and an 
absence of those who usu-
ally like to enjoy river activi-
ties such as wakeboarding 
and skiing, things have cer-
tainly looked very different 
this year. 

“It has been pleasing to 
hear that locals, as well as 
their visiting friends and 
relatives have still enjoyed 
spending time together in the 
Riverland this Christmas and 
new year, as well as some 
visitors from Adelaide com-
ing up to support the region.”

Meanwhile Chaffey MP 
Tim Whetstone has labelled 
the closure of the Lake 
Bonney inlet a “poor deci-
sion”.

A levee across the lake’s 
inlet was completed in early 
December to protect infra-
structure including a waste-
water network, recreational 
facilities and low-lying resi-
dential areas.

However, Mr Whetstone 
said the closure “takes away 
the opportunity for the lake 
to be refreshed, as every 
other part of the Murray 
Darling basin is”.

“I just want to see them 
reconnect the lake, because 
this is a once-in-50-year 
event to refresh the lake…” 
he said.

“I want the lake opened 
tomorrow if possible.”

Last week, Berri Barmera 
Mayor Ella Winnall told The 
Murray Pioneer she and the 
council wanted the inlet reo-
pened as soon as practical.

Tourism industry’s call to open river backwaters 
Flood EVENT

PAUL MITCHELL
SA Health’s flip-flopping 
on Lake Bonney has taken 
another turn.

After testing the lake for 
blue-green algae on Saturday 
and subsequently declaring 
the lake “safe for all activi-
ties”, SA Health was last 
night expected to again warn 

people against swimming in 
the water.

J u s t  a f t e r  6 p m  o n 
Saturday, SA Health gave 
the “green light for swim-
ming and diving again at 
Lake Bonney” via a media 

statement, after the lake 
had been off limits since 
December 29.

Its principal water quality 
adviser, Dr David Cunliffe, 
said SA Health would con-
tinue to monitor the lake and 
The Murray Pioneer under-
stands the latest testing, done 
sometime after Saturday, led 
to yesterday’s backflip.

Unsafe again: SA Health’s latest Bonney backflip

Flood EVENT

The scene at Pike River recently. Destination Riverland wants restrictions on the use of River Murray backwaters lifted to help boost local tourism. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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LOCAL river lovers are 
“angry” about  ongoing 
boating restrictions across 
Riverland backwaters and 
want them lifted immedi-
ately, according to organis-
ers of a planned protest this 
weekend.

Due to the flood, leisure 
activities have been banned 
along the entire SA stretch 
of the River Murray since 
December 20, including all 
creeks, tributaries, lakes and 
lagoons, other than Lake 
Bonney.

In response, a “tinny rally” 
is set to be staged in Berri 
on Saturday morning and 
spokesperson Ian Cass said 
it was time to allow flood-
impacted Riverlanders back 
on the water.

“More and more people 
are getting angry,” Mr Cass 
said.

“We don’t want to operate 
in the main river, run our ski 
boats, or do anything dan-
gerous, we just want restric-
tions on aluminium boats 

and punts, canoes and kayaks 
lifted.

“Small boats in backwa-
ters are as safe as they’ve 
ever been.”

Loxton-based Mr Cass 
hopes  a  mass  ga the r-
ing of trailers and tinnies 
in Berri on Saturday will 
send a message to the State 
Government.

“A whole lot of us are 
really annoyed about this,” 
he said.

“It’s not fair, so how about 
you listen to us?”

Last week the govern-
ment announced that land-
based fishing and yabbying 
was now permitted, and that 
the SA stretch of the river 
had been divided into eight 
zones, set to be subjected to 
different restrictions as the 
peak travels downstream.

As water levels start to 

recede, Renmark Paringa 
Council is among those 
calling for the government 
to activate the zones – and 
expects a decision soon.

“Council  has lobbied 
the State Government for a 
rolling back of the current 
boat ban and – based on 
the advice of the recession 
of river levels – expects that 
the removal of the ban and 
introduction of appropriate 
safe boating guidelines is 
imminent,” said council CEO 
Tony Siviour.

Renmark man Michael 
Polson, former captain of 
various river vessels, includ-
ing the PS Murray Princess 
and The Murray River 
Queen, will attend the Berri 
rally and said while support-
ers understood the need for 
restrictions in the fast-flow-
ing main river channel, they 
could safely resume their for-
mer leisure activities.

“There’s no great safety 
risk out in the backwaters, 
where 90 per cent of the peo-

ple I’ve spoken to want to 
go,” Mr Polson said.

“I can understand the mor-
atorium on speed boats and 
wake boats and things like 
that, but canoes and little tin-
nies, you’re doing no damage 
– and everyone understands 
to stay away from the houses 
and levee banks.

“It’s just getting out to do 
what we’ve done for the last 
100 or so years as families 
– seeing this flood while it’s 
here, because it might be the 
last one while I’m around.

“It’s just part of what we 
do in the Riverland.”

Mr Cass agreed that lift-
ing restrictions immediately 
would require river users to 
be acutely aware of safety 
factors.

“We don’t want to go any-
where near a levee,” he said.

“I think you should be 
able to cross the main river, 
but I don’t think you should 

be blazing up and down it, 
especially not where there’s 
levees or anything else.

“People need to be keep-
ing clear of any flooded 
infrastructure, and if the gov-
ernment wants to put some 
limitations in for some of 
that, fine.

“For wake boats and jet 
skis, it’s too dangerous in the 
mainstream at the moment, 
but a small boat cruising 
through the backwaters? I 
can’t see the risk and I can’t 
see how we’re affecting any-
thing or anyone.

“They need to back off 
and they need to find some 
middle ground.”

Mr Cass said SA Premier 
Peter Malinauskas would 
be invited to the rally, along 
with all Riverland mayors.

“But I don’t think Mr 
Malinauskas will attend, 
because he might get an ear-
bashing,” he said.

The rally is planned for 
Berri Oval this Saturday, 
from 9am.

Premier Premier 
urged to urged to 
announce announce 
reopening reopening 
triggerstriggers
CHAFFEY MP Tim CHAFFEY MP Tim 
Whetstone has urged Whetstone has urged 
SA Premier Peter SA Premier Peter 
Malinauskas to reveal Malinauskas to reveal 
the triggers for eas-the triggers for eas-
ing restrictions in the ing restrictions in the 
Riverland stretch of Riverland stretch of 
the River Murray.the River Murray.

Mr Whetstone con-Mr Whetstone con-
tacted Mr Malinauskas tacted Mr Malinauskas 
this week, calling for this week, calling for 
restrictions to be lifted restrictions to be lifted 
locally and asking for locally and asking for 
some concrete guide-some concrete guide-
lines.lines.

“The mental stress “The mental stress 
and anxiety is now hav-and anxiety is now hav-
ing a noticeable effect ing a noticeable effect 
on those upstream on those upstream 
communities who will communities who will 
now need to explore now need to explore 
this one in 70-year this one in 70-year 
event,” Mr Whetstone event,” Mr Whetstone 
said in his communica-said in his communica-
tion with the Premier.tion with the Premier.

“The goodwill would “The goodwill would 
be bolstered in my be bolstered in my 
community if they community if they 
have a clear pathway have a clear pathway 
forward.forward.

“I’d urge your man-“I’d urge your man-
agement to treat this agement to treat this 
issue with a matter of issue with a matter of 
utmost urgency.”utmost urgency.”

- PAUL MITCHELL- PAUL MITCHELL

PAUL MITCHELL
ALLOWING Riverlanders back 
onto the water sooner rather than 
later – via the creation of eight 
River Murray zones – will be a 
major boost for the region’s econ-
omy and locals’ mental health, Tim 
Whetstone says.

Under the first Emergency 
Management Direction for the 
flood, the river was last week sec-
tioned into eight zones, with indi-
vidual zones able to be subjected to 
different restrictions.

Restrictions on boating and 
other recreational activities are set 
to be lifted locally first, given the 
Riverland experienced peak river 
flows before other river communi-
ties.

Mr Whetstone, the Member 
for Chaffey, worked with the SA 
government on the codes and said 
opening up sections of the river 
at a time would present multiple 
benefits.

“We can get our tourism econo-
my kicking along,” he said.

“But also I think people need 
to get out on their tinnies into the 
environment.

“I think it’s a very good mental 

health medicine if people can 
understand what all this angst and 
anxiety has been about.”

The eight zones comprise seven 
sections of the river, plus Lake 
Bonney, which has not been sub-
jected to recreational restrictions.

SA Police Commissioner Grant 
Stevens said the zone system 
would allow authorities to manage 
restrictions “in accordance with the 
level of risk that exists in those dif-
ferent areas”.

“So from example, from the 
border to Renmark, we know 
that they’re already past the peak 
flow and that the peak has moved 
beyond Renmark,” Mr Stevens told 
ABC.

“(This) means there’s an oppor-
tunity for us to start thinking about 

how we relax those restrictions in 
that top end of the river network…

“We’ve divided it up so we don’t 
just have one blanket rule for eve-
rybody, when the risk is not the 
same in different parts of the river 
system.”

Mr Stevens said criticism that 
the zone system should have been 
introduced simultaneously with 
river restrictions – announced on 

December 20 – were unfair.
“That’s the benefit of hind-

sight…” he told ABC.
“I’m certainly not critical of 

the various agencies that have put 
these instructions or restrictions in 
place under different legislation.

“But because we’re talking 
about an event that is occurring 
over weeks and unfortunately 
months, we do get that opportunity 

to go back and tidy things up.
“We did that with Covid…”
L o x t o n  Wa i k e r i e  M a y o r 

Trevor Norton backed the State 
Government’s zone plan and said 
it augured well for the river to be 
reopened soon.

“Dividing the river into eight 
zones (gives) every indication that 
the State Government is going to 
fast track the return of recreation 
use by zone as the flood peak pass-
es,” Mr Norton said.

“Making decisions to remove 
restrictions will be a lot more 
responsive if only a zone has to be 
assessed and not the whole river.”

THE EIGHT ZONES ARE:
Zone AZone A – SA border downstream to Lock 5 
(including Paringa)
Zone BZone B - Lock 5 downstream to Lock 4 
(including Berri and Loxton)
Zone CZone C – Lock 4 downstream to Lock 3 
(near Overland Corner)
Zone DZone D – Lock 3 downstream to Lock 2 
(near Waikerie and Cadell)
Zone E Zone E – Lock 2 to Lock 1 (at 
Blanchetown)
Zone FZone F – Lock 1 to Wellington ferry cross-
ing (includes Swan Reach, Mannum, 
Murray Bridge)
Zone G Zone G – Wellington Ferry crossing to 
Murray Mouth
Zone HZone H – Lake Bonney

River zones ‘good for economy, mental health’

Grant Stevens Tim Whetstone

Flood EVENT

Peter MalinauskasPeter Malinauskas

Tinny rally to Tinny rally to 
 send a message send a message

This drone photo over the Goolwa Street area of Renmark shows the receding water levels. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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OPINION

Lake closure a 
blight on council
IT comes as no surprise that the 
Berri Barmera Council wants 
Lake Bonney opened – its clo-
sure has been a public relations, 
environmental and financial 
fiasco.

Mayor Ella Winnall is dead 
right to say that it has been 
incredibly difficult to access 
information – nowhere more 
so than from the Berri Barmera 
Council.

The plan to close the lake was 
kept hush-hush till it was a fait 
accompli, and not a word since 
about who made the call to close 
it, or the exact nature and loca-
tion of the infrastructure that 
“needs” protecting.

It is disingenuous to suggest 
that mixed messaging about 
blue-green algae has killed tour-
ism in Barmera.

It is the very closure of the 
lake that has done that.

Tourists would have come in 
droves to see the spectacle of 
the lake in full flood, even if the 
caravan park had been closed 
with valid reason, rather than, as 
is the case, for no reason at all, I 
believe.

And blue-green algae would 
not have been an issue.

In my view Berri Barmera 
Council has treated its citizens 
with the utmost contempt. I for 
one will never believe another 
word that comes out of that 
organisation.

MICHAEL BONNAR-RANDALL
Barmera

Cost of removing 
Barmera’s big levee
I HAVE sent this letter to Barker 
MP Tony Pasin to highlight the 
issues of Lake Bonney and a 
long-term solution.

I would like to let you know 
that the water circulation pumps 
seem to be working at north lake 
and it no longer looks like green 
paint rolling into the shore, 
which it was during the blue-
green algae outbreak.

We understand why a 
structure needed to be put in 
place at Nappers Bridge, to 
protect Barmera’s township and 
infrastructure, however we are 
very concerned about how much 
has been put in place.

It is a shame that it has come 
to this: having all these pumps 
around the lake to make it suit-
able for people to enter it.

I feel this must be a very 
expensive exercise as a long-
term solution.

For 30 years Barmera man 
Peter Symens has been research-
ing how to maintain the lake in 
good condition.

He has found a solution of 
putting in a small pipe on the 
Barmera Caravan Park side of 
the lake, taking it 5km along the 
Sturt Highway to Cobdogla, then 
pointing it downstream into the 
river so a ‘venturi’ cycling sys-
tem develops.

With the Nappers Bridge 
entrance open, the fresh water is 
drawn through Chambers Creek 
into the lake. Consequently, the 
lake will self-freshen without 
affecting downstream uses of 
the river through the pipe near 
the Barmera Caravan Park area, 
as there is a natural current 
that occurs when the Nappers 
Bridge entrance is open. He has 
had this system researched in 
America and at local universities 
in Adelaide and they have stated 
that it would work.

If this system was installed, it 
would allow us to open the lake 
as early as possible, and even 
if black water was to enter the 
lake it would return to the river 
naturally.

This would connect the lake to 
the river system correctly, giving 
us a naturally created water stor-
age area for the Murray-Darling 
system in SA.

By doing this it will freshen 
up the whole Chambers Creek 
system and protect the Loch 
Luna national park area. No run-
ning costs would be involved, 
apart from the initial set-up 
costs.

It would also make the lake 
naturally safer for recreational 
and swimming activities, without 
ongoing cost, increasing tourism 
in the Riverland.

We have visited the Nappers 
Bridge construction site on sev-
eral occasions, and I am very 
concerned about the all the con-
struction that is going on there 
without  community consulta-
tion.

They have now raised the road 
around two metres on top of the 
original bitumen road approach-

ing Nappers Bridge, and have 
installed pipes under the road so 
that they can pump water in and 
out from Loch Luna.

We are estimating that it could 
cost around $500,000 to remove 
all the soil from the inlet and to 
fix up all the constructions at 
Nappers Bridge. 
As of last week, the water level 
had only just touched the first 
layer of the smaller sandbags 
installed and we have reached 
the peak here in the upper reach-
es of the Upper Murray.

We would like to ask you to 
come and visit the site so that 
you can get an understanding on 
what is happening here at Lake 
Bonney.

We are very concerned that 
the original nine-week closure 
period will pass by without the 
Lake Bonney being reopened, 
due to the costs involved in 
removing everything that has 
been put in place.

HEATHER ROBERTSON
Barmera

Flood insurance?
IT has come to my attention that 
many if not all of my friends 
or associates living within the 
Riverland are being hit with 
massive insurance bills to cover 
for those who either build on 
flood plains or have the unfor-
tunate issue where flood has 
affected them.

If any business offers a service 
in Australia, they are in it for 
both profit and loss, so why not 
insurance companies? Has this 
changed?

My home, for example has 
new roofing, electrical work and 
new plumbing.

With all the compliances, the 
house has no possible way of 
ever suffering from home and 
contents risk, unless it deliber-
ately occurs.

The communities need imme-
diate action from government 
authorities to rectify this scam.

GARY MITCHELL
Waikerie

Underwater, but 
club will be back
IT’S a small club, the Morgan 
Cadell Golf Club – and it’s cur-
rently under the current of the 
high Murray River.

The course is in the natural 

riverine floodplain of Bryant’s 
Creek that leads into the Murray.

Low-lying ridges form a natu-
ral amphitheatre, and sometimes 
when I play there I feel alone in 
a world of solitary happiness.

In a normal year, mainte-
nance is about 2000 hours of 
work on our mostly grass-free 
course. This year we will prob-
ably do more hours.

We use black gravel scrapes 
instead of greens, due to the lack 
of water. On the fairway you can 
use a small red tee, due to the 
lack of grass.

I have had many happy days 
there. Splendid place.

We are currently under about 
a metre of water.

When the water recedes we 
will need to wait for the land to 
dry out and one of our experts 
says that will be about June.

Then we can start fixing the 
damage. Our shed got water in it, 
so we may have to build a new 
one, higher up.

My plan is to create a plan. 
We have time for that.

Part of that will be asking peo-
ple for help, like DownerGroup.

They don’t know that yet, but 
I’ll send them a nice email, or 
two.

Golf is a very good game for 
finding out about yourself.  So 
I plan to have us up and golfing 
again by the end of this year.

Like a golf ball, we will 
bounce back.

JAKOB GAMERTSFELDER
President

Morgan Cadell Golf Club

Wealthy Australia 
should set example
GORDON Forrest makes an 
interesting point in his let-
ter (‘Politicians and climate 
change’, Murray Pioneer, 
14/12/22), where he applauds 
The Murray Pioneer for publish-
ing both sides of the climate 
debate.

However, he also states: “Yes, 
there is unproven evidence 
that we are experiencing CO2-
influenced climate change and 
need to take informed, appro-
priate action to reduce human 
derived emissions.”

Over 99 per cent of world-
class climate scientists disagree 
with this statement and a huge 
body of peer-reviewed science 

1956 flood, Loxton:1956 flood, Loxton: The decade of the 1940s was dry, with dust 
storms that lasted days, whereas the 1950s was wet with floods 
that lasted months. In 1956, the Berri ferry was out of action for 
seven months, impeding travel from Loxton to Berri. The river 
began to rise in June, peaked in August, but then took five months 
to recede sufficiently for the ferry to reopen. The Murray ran high 
rivers (over the bank) in 1951, 1952, 1955 and 1956. Two other 
decades, the 1970s and 1990s, also experienced four floods. If this 
pattern persists, we could expect more high rivers this decade. The 
height of the flood of 2022-23, now receding from the Riverland, 
surpassed all the high rivers of modern times except the 1956 
event. Given the high level of monitoring flows in the Murray and 
Darling Rivers, and good communications to the Riverland from up 
river, much-improved warnings – though not perfect – were relayed 
to those potentially affected by the present high river. In the 1950s, 
those living near the river’s edge had little or no idea of how quickly 
or how high the flood would come. They were obliged to watch, wait 
and act. PHOTO: LHC
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THE YEARS GO BY BY PETER AND CARLA MAGAREY

FROM a Riverland perspective, the political 
pendulum is slowly swinging away from the 
need to adopt swift, practical, preparatory 
measures to deal with the flood.

Most would surmise that Riverland coun-
cils have exercised an abundance of caution 
in recent months in attempting to mitigate 
the flood’s impacts, notwithstanding the 
handful of isolated instances that were 
always bound to cause tension and unrest 
among some sections of the local commu-
nity.

Although questions linger about who 
made the ultimate call to disconnect Lake 
Bonney, that decision probably sits atop the 
pile labelled ‘query’, along with individual 
cases involving private levees and power 
disconnections.

Without making excuses for anyone, a 
certain amount of people were always going 
to get the rough end of the pineapple when 
an exercise of this magnitude was carried 
out.

But now the focus is increasingly turning 
to judgment calls, most notably when local 
sections of the river can be reopened to river 
traffic.

A planned rally in Berri this Saturday 
aims to shine a spotlight on the situation, 
with organisers adamant that certain vessels 
should be allowed back on the river imme-
diately.

Without doubt, the region’s economy 
is suffering by the absence of river activi-
ties. The trickle-down effect of recreational 
aquatic activities is significant.

Sensibly, the State Government has 
adopted a zones system to allow the river to 
be opened up incrementally, as levels drop.

Those behind the rally believe that 
bulging backwaters can be safely navigated 
and indeed should never have been included 
in the government’s extraordinary December 
20 edict that banned all leisure activities.

However, now that waters are finally 
receding – and relatively rapidly – their call 
to reopen the river is growing stronger by 
the day.

Interestingly, Renmark Paringa Council 
has revealed in today’s Murray Pioneer that 
is has been lobbying the State Government 
to roll back the current boat ban sooner, 
rather than later.

In fielding questions about water safety, 
rally organisers have spoken of personal 
responsibility, making not unreasonable 
comparisons with similar pursuits, such as 
ocean fishing and other outdoor activities 
where risk is inherent.

They may be unaware that their argument 
is steeped in classic libertarianism, but as 
has been pointed out before, the past three 
years in Australia has seen that concept 
shelved in favour of government protection 
and, some would argue, control.

However, balancing that lofty ideology 
are the practical concerns around reopening 
the river too early.

Would local looters materialise and have a 
field day with unoccupied properties?

Would opening too early lead to 
unnecessary risks associated with power 
connections?

Goodness knows what lies beneath the 
surface now. Would those unknown threats 
pose an unacceptable risk to river users and 
to those who would need to rescue anyone 
in peril?

Expect plenty of focus on these judgment 
calls in the coming days and weeks. The 
decision-makers, including those elected to 
do just that, will earn their money.

Big calls loom on 
reopening river



Great news: the SA government 
has just announced that all 
beaches in SA will be fenced 
off to protect the public from all 
predators and the possibility of 
drowning. The public will not be 
allowed at high tide, low tide or 
in between. Dodge tides are still 
being debated by skilled marine 
engineers. This decision has been 
made following the successful 
bans in the Riverland. Further to 
this the government is considering 
whether all swimming pools should 
be converted into shallow sand pits 

so that the public can bury their 
heads in the sand without danger.

GARY M
Waikerie

The representative committee 
of the Waikerie churches pass 
on its thanks to all who gave of 
their talents, time, generosity and 
energy to make the 2022 Carols by 
Candlelight, held on the Waikerie 
Primary School Oval, a great 
community event.
WAIKERIE CHURCHES COMMITTEE

Gary M (Text Line, 4/1/23) how 

dare you assume that all “big” 
people are gluttons and consume 
loads of so-called fast foods. 
There are many causes of weight 
problems, including medical 
issues. I have lived with this all my 
life, and bigots like you make life 
miserable for others when being so 
judgemental.

ADC
Barmera

Good news for Jack Miller of 
Barmera (‘Up in arms over north 
lake project’, Murray Pioneer, 
23/11/22). The man-made bike/

walking trail between Apex Park 
and the nearest man-made 
controlled camping area along 
eastern side of Lake Bonney has 
been reverted back to its original 
sandy beaches. This is nature’s 
way of saying don’t mess with Lake 
Bonney’s environments.

DB
Barmera

Tim, Tim, Tim. Normally three 
strikes and you’re out.

KD
Waikerie

The Murray Pioneer Pty Ltd (ACN 007 871 007)
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backs them up.
But I agree with him about 

the need to urgently develop a 
nuclear industry.

We are at war with carbon 
dioxide, an invisible enemy 
that’s capable of destroying life 
on the planet as we know it for 
thousands of years.

During World War II Winston 
Churchill had a steely resolve 
when faced with the German 
invasion and the war against car-
bon dioxide and the proponents 
of misinformation regarding its 
dangers – the fossil fuel indus-
tries – is much more serious.

In the same manner we need 
leaders with a steely resolve and 
preparedness to take on the rich 
fossil fuel industries that are 
fostering lies and misinformation 
in order to create doubt about 
the threat of climate change and 
so keep raking in their ill-gained 
profits.

During war we cannot discuss 
issues based only on economics 
and in order to achieve net zero 
emissions in our war against 
CO2, financial sacrifices are 
needed.

As well, individuals are 
expected to make sacrifices dur-
ing a war. We should cut back 
meat consumption, increase 
re-forestation, keep developing 
renewables, cut back unneces-
sary travel and fossil fuel use.

That isn’t enough, however, as 
the CO2 levels continue to rise, 
along with a weapon with real 
teeth: nuclear energy.

It will cost a lot to get nuclear 
energy established in Australia 
and around the world, but a nec-
essary cost as we need to bring 
the ever-rising carbon dioxide 
emissions curve back down.

Slowing down the rise of 
CO2 emissions for a couple of 
decades will buy enough time 
to allow us to develop new and 
promising technologies – like 
nuclear fusion – that are expect-
ed to be in operation by around 
2050.

Wealthy western nations 
are capable of building highly 
efficient and safe ‘fast neutron’ 
nuclear reactors that can also 
burn old nuclear waste – a 
technological step beyond con-
ventional power reactors. Fast 
breeder reactors offer the pros-
pect of vastly more efficient use 
of uranium resources and the 
ability to burn long-lived compo-
nent of high-level nuclear waste.

Australia exports some 10,000 
tonnes of uranium and is holding 
around 35 per cent of the world’s 
reserves, so it’s a no-brainer to 
develop a nuclear industry.

Even some highly educated 

Greens are turning towards the 
nuclear option.

The climate denier argument 
that we only produce a tiny frac-
tion of the world’s CO2 output is 
selfish and weak.

If a wealthy country like 
Australia can’t set an exam-
ple and lead the world against 
CO2 emissions, given we are 
the worst polluters per capita, 
how can we expect developing 
nations to do so?

Sadly climate deniers have 
capitulated and are happy to see 
the fossil fuel industry continue 
to pump out CO2 and destroy 
the planet due to their insatiable 
greed.

ALF RAPISARDA
Elwood, Victoria

SA roads overdue 
for investment
IMAGINE you are travelling 
along a country road, and you’re 
jolted as your car tyre lurches in 
and out of a deep pothole.

It’s unfortunately an all-too-
familiar experience for many 
across regional South Australia.

Now imagine you are in a 
truck loaded with grain and your 
tyre dips in and out of that same 
pothole. Not only does that hole 
get bigger, but the safety of the 
truck driver (and others on the 
road), as well as his load of grain 
is potentially at risk.

For far too long the South 
Australian grain industry, which 
is expected to contribute almost 
$4.5bn to the state’s economy 
from the 2022/23 harvest, has 
been forgotten when it comes 
to road maintenance, repair and 
upgrade.

For this reason, Grain 
Producers SA (GPSA) undertook 
the Worst Grain Road campaign 
to find the route in the poorest 
condition in the state. These 
routes are key to getting grain 
to port.

The campaign saw almost 60 
different roads across the state 
nominated, however it was the 
Upper Yorke Road on the Yorke 
Peninsula, Nine Mile Road in 
the Murraylands and Worlds End 
Highway in the Mid North that 
were voted the top three worst 
grain roads.

Comments from grain produc-
ers and truck drivers to go with 
the submissions should have 
decision makers immediately 
concerned and in fact, I’d be 
worried if they weren’t already 
concerned.

As one grain producer put it 
when commenting on the Upper 
Yorke Road: “It’s a prime agri-
cultural area that is producing 
millions of dollars in grain and 
sheep, yet we’ve got a third-class 
road to travel on.”

During the campaign we 
heard that some heavy vehicle 

drivers are having to veer onto 
the opposite side of the road to 
avoid bumps, potholes and undu-
lating surfaces. Some said they 
struggled to control their truck 
when tyres dropped off the edge 
of the narrow roads.

These roads are key freight 
routes for South Australian grain 
producers that transport signifi-
cant volumes of produce, ulti-
mately providing a return to the 
state’s economy.

The lack of investment into 
our federal, state and local 
government-run roads results in 
grain producers losing productiv-
ity, as well as putting themselves 
and the safety of other road users 
at risk due to the poor conditions 
of these roads.

The total road maintenance 
backlog in South Australia was 
estimated to be at almost $800m 
in 2020 and growing by $100m 
every year.

It’s high time that improve-
ments are made, so GPSA is 
calling on immediate investment 
into the top 10 worst grain roads 
in South Australia.

The full Worst Grain Roads 
Report is available to download 
at www.grainproducerssa.com.
au.

BRAD PERRY
Chief executive officer

Grain Producers SA
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“In my view Berri Barmera Council has treated its citizens 
with the utmost contempt...”

- MICHAEL BONNAR-RANDALL
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By RYNEISHA BOLLARD

Plans to restrict boat and jet ski 
activities at six Riverland sites could 
be formalised this year, depending 
on co-operat ion between local 
environmentalists and river users.

The proposed ‘no wash’ zones would 
enforce speed restrictions along short stretch-
es of the River Murray – including sites at 

Renmark, Berri, Loxton and Waikerie.
Benefits of minimising boat wash at the 

targeted locations are expected to include 
reducing nearby river bank erosion, which 
threatens local vegetation and properties.

The River Murray Eco Action Campaign 
– a joint initiative of the Boating Industry 
Association of South Australia and Keeping 
South Australia Beautiful (KESAB) – has 
been developing the proposal over the past 

few years and hopes to finalise its plans by 
September.

Co-convenor Dick Olesinski told The 
Murray Pioneer an education and public 
consultation process would continue up until 
the deadline.

“There are certainly further aims to 
engage with the communities in the regions,” 
he said.

Mr Olesinski said the proposal’s develop-

ers had aimed to balance the needs of local 
boat users and the environment when it chose 
the 28 locations targeted across the state.

“We want to leave a river that is sustainable 
for people to enjoy into the future,” he said.

However, Member for Chaffey Tim 
Whetstone expressed his concern about the 
potential for conflicting opinions within the 
community.

(Continued page 2)

By CAITLIN PEARSON

One year after a fire ripped 

through a Glossop warehouse, 

three local business owners are 

moving on.

Upper Murray Case Supplies 

and Bob’s Barn owner Mick Ashton 
has started to rebuild the Old Sturt 
Highway complex, after it was 
almost destroyed on January 16 last 
year.

“At the end of November we got 
the final clearance that we could 
start works on the new warehouse, 

so it took 11 months to get to there,” 
Mr Ashton said.

“The footings for the new 
shed were poured in the middle 
of December, so I expect that we
will be operating in the new
shed by mid-April.”

The existing Glossop complex 

has been cleaned up and repaint-
ed, leaving little sign of the fire’s 
destruction.

“We were only two minutes from 
losing it all,” he said. 

(Continued page 4)
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Rising from the ashesRising from the ashes

BACK ON TRACK: Phil Binder (left) and Shaun Wade, of Upper Murray Case Supplies, are putting last year’s 
Glossop fire behind them. Works on the new warehouse began last month. INSET: The Murray Pioneer from 
January 17, 2012.                                  PHOTO: Will Slee

Free to ski? Maybe not

FREE TO SKI? MAYBE NOT: Plans to 
restrict boat and jet ski activities at six 
Riverland sites could be formalised this 
year, depending on co-operation between 
local environmentalists and river users. The 
proposed ‘no wash’ zones would enforce 
speed restrictions along short stretches of the 
River Murray – including sites at Renmark, 
Berri, Loxton and Waikerie. Benefits of
minimising boat wash at the targeted 
locations are expected to include reducing 
nearby river bank erosion, which threatens 
local vegetation and properties.

NEW STORES ARRIVE: Popular fast food 
chain Subway and bakery franchise Baker’s 
Delight will establish stores in Renmark and 
Berri this year. Subway hopes to be operating 
in a new building in between McDonald’s 
Restaurant and the Mobil Service Station by 
Easter in April. Another store is planned for 
the Riverland Plaza in Berri by the middle 
of the year. Baker’s Delight will establish 
a store in what was formerly the Directors 
Cafe in 14th St, Renmark and has indicated 
that it is looking at suitable locations in Berri 
for further expansion.

20 years ago January 10, 2003

Popular fast food chain
Subway and bakery fran-
chise Baker’s Delight will
establish stores in Renmark
and Berri this year.

Subway hopes to be operat-
ing in a new building in between
McDonald’s Restaurant and the
Mobil Service Station by Easter
in April.

Another store is planned for
the Riverland Plaza in Berri by
the middle of the year.

Baker’s Delight will estab-
lish a store in what was for-
merly the Directors Cafe in
14th St, Renmark and has indi-

cated that it is looking at suit-
able locations in Berri for fur-
ther expansion.

Bargain franchise Cheap as
Chips will also open a store in
Berri’s town centre.

The premises currently
occupied by Mitre 10 will be
taken over. Mitre 10 will move
into revamped premises for-
merly used by Taylor Ford.

Spokespeople for Subway
and Baker’s Delight have pre-
dicted that their arrival will
mean more employment.

Subway will be looking at
employing 30 people to staff
both stores.

Baker’s Delight will
employ 15-20 people at the
Renmark store alone.

Subway franchisee Chris
Cluse said that a Subway store
would also be opened in the
Riverland Plaza at Berri.

“We haven’t done the lease
yet (with the Riverland Plaza),
but we’ve had negotiations for

a while and it looks like it’s
going ahead,” Mr Cluse said.

He has predicted further
Riverland stores could be
opened if the Renmark and Berri
operations prove successful.

“We’ll see how we do, we
might look at Loxton in the
future.”

Full stories pages 3, 5.

Angove’s is one of Australia’s
largest family owned wine and
brandy companies. Distillers of the
famous St. Agnes Brandy, Angove’s
also produce a wide range of
premium table and fortified wines. 

Come and experience the result 
of over a century of winemaking
tradition for yourself.
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Visit Angove’s
at Renmark CELLAR DOOR

SALES & TASTINGS

Monday - Saturday
9.00am - 5.00pm

Sunday
10.00am - 4.00pm

Angove’s Pty Ltd,
Bookmark Ave,
Renmark, SA, 5034. 
Ph (08) 8580 3100
Fax (08) 8580 3155

Temperatures - TODAY: 33º.  TOMORROW 37º.  SUNDAY 40º. Weather - Pages 4, 26

Friday, January 10, 2003 Price: $1.00

Website: www.murray-pioneer.com.au Fax: 08-85864333  Email: editor@murray-pioneer.com.au

Phone: (08) 85866603
SERVING THE RIVERLAND AND NORTHERN MALLEE SINCE 1892

INSIDE:

SPORT:

Water ski titles
About 170 competitors are

expected to arrive in

Barmera over the

weekend to prepare

for the National Ski

Racing Championships,

which will be held next

week at Lake Bonney.

Details in the Pioneer

on Tuesday and Friday.New stores arrive
• Subway in Renmark, Berri
• Baker’s Delight in Renmark, Berri
• Cheap as Chips in Berri

UUUUnnnnddddeeeerrrrwwwwaaaatttteeeerrrr     ddddiiii ssssccccoooovvvveeeerrrryyyy

WATERWORLD: Sharlee
Stiggants, 15, and Aaron
Knowles, 16, of Renmark
were among those train-
ing for their bronze
medallion during the
morning session at
Vacswim at Renmark
Swimming Pool yester-
day. 
Far left: Sam Kaye, 7, of
Renmark and (left) Jessy
Pelham, 9,  of Paringa,
being put through the
hoop in one of the learner 
classes.

Photos by David Rice.

Top citizens
Ray Crouch and Dennis

Fielke have received
top honours in
Renmark’s Australia
Day Citizen of the Year
awards - Page 7

Country club
Berri Resort Hotel plans to

take over management
of the Renmark Country
Club and Golf Club
later this month

- Page 3

Students
head off
overseas
Kelly Casement

and Rhett
Davis are
among a
handful of
Riverland
teenagers
preparing to
head off on overseas
exchanges sponsored by
local rotary clubs - Page 6
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FRUIT FLY OUTBREAKS
MONASH A                  MONASH B

W15452

Queensland fruit fly found in apricots 
at Monash have caused two new 
outbreaks, called Monash A and 
Monash B.

A 1.5 km radius outbreak area has 
been established around each 
detection site.

If you live in these areas, visit 
fruitfly.sa.gov.au to understand the 
restrictions in place.

Some fruit and vegetables cannot move 
from properties in the outbreak areas.

Eradication programs have begun in 
both areas. PIRSA field staff will be 
carrying ID and entering properties to 
apply organic fruit fly bait and check fruit.

Discuss special arrangements for 
moving commercial produce from the 
Monash A and Monash B outbreak 
areas by calling the industry hotline on 
1800 255 556.

What you need to do:
• Keep fruit on your property – do not 

share, sell or give it away.
• Provide access to your garden so 

we can do our work quickly and 
efficiently.

• Pick your ripe fruit and vegetables.
• Collect fallen fruit. Dispose of it 

safely for your area – visit the fruit 
fly website or call the Fruit Fly 
Hotline to find out how.

• Check your fruit for blemishes and 
maggots.

• Call the Fruit Fly Hotline on 
1300 666 010 if you find any 
maggots in fruit, seal the item in an 
airtight bag and arrange collection. 

Don’t let fruit fly under the radar, 
visit fruitfly.sa.gov.au or call 
1300 666 010.

ALEXANDRA BULL
THE impact of the closure of 
Kingston Road due to floodwaters 
has been felt by many, however for 
the Moorook General Store, the 
closure has meant the loss of half 
of its regular business. 

Owner Satish Tati said trade has 
dropped by “about 50 per cent” 
since the road closed last month. 

“Because it’s the holiday season 
we usually do better than the regular 
months but even if you think back 
to the regular months, trade has 
dropped down pretty bad,” he said.

“Of course there are people com-
ing to the shop, but it’s very limited.”

Mr Tati has looked at accessing 
grants to support his store while 
the road is closed, but was told the 
business was ineligible.

“There is the forced closure grant 
that we looked at, but we are not 
eligible because we are still able 
to operate as we are not directly 
affected by the floodwater,” he said.

“We are eligible for the loss of 
income grant but that is only after 
three months and you have to show 
that your trading has gone down by 
30 per cent.

“It would be helpful if we could 
access the grant. It won’t be until 
March because it has to be three 
months, and the road only closed in 
December.”

While Kingston Road closed to 
all traffic in December, Mr Tati said 
the store had been impacted since 
early November, when the stretch 
was closed to heavy vehicles.

“I lost my camping business 
and the truckies a month and a half 
before the road closed because of 
the water at the camping grounds, 
so I was not getting any income 
from that,” he said.

“I am not getting any trade 
locally; some tourists are coming 
to take a picture but not much apart 
from that.”

Mr Tati said he had contacted 

the Department for Infrastructure 
and Transport (DIT) and Loxton 
Waikerie council for more informa-
tion on the road closure, but neither 
had given him the answers he was 
looking for. 

Mr Tati added that he would feel 
more secure with the future of the 
road closure situation if DIT or 
Loxton Waikerie council answered 
his questions. 

“Simply closing the road is not 

going to help anybody. What is 
their plan of action? Nothing has 
been said to us,” he said.

“Even if it was an approximate 
answer; they should have reacted a 
long time ago.” 

Kingston Road’s 
costly closure

Moorook General Store owners Priti and Satish Tati said the closure of Kingston Road has resulted in the loss of 
half their regular trade. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

POLICE recovered the body of a 78-year-
old local man in flood waters at Loxton 
North yesterday morning.

The man was reported missing, believed 
to be in flood waters nears Casson Avenue, 
just after lunch on Monday.

Local police along with SES crews 
in boats and PolAir searched until last 
light on Monday, then resumed yester-

day morning with assistance from Water 
Operations Unit.

“Just before 8.30am, police divers 
retrieved the body of the 78-year-old local 
man in flood plains near the river,” SA 
Police said in a statement.

“There are no suspicious circumstances 
and police will be preparing a report for the 
state coroner.”

Man’s body found on flood plains

A DEATH in  cus tody 
has occurred at the Cadell 
Training Centre.

The  Depar tmen t  fo r 

Correctional Services said 
the death in custody on 
January 2 would be subject 
to a coronial investigation.

A departmental spokesper-
son said there appeared to be 
no suspicious circumstances. 

- CHRISTINE WEBSTER

Prisoner dies at Cadell Training Centre 

THE Riverland welcomed its first baby for 
the year at 7.43am on Monday, January 2, at 
the Loxton Hospital Complex.

Remi Willow Gray, daughter of Loxton 
North’s Niki and Daniel, entered the world at 
7.43am, weighing a healthy 3.6kg and meas-
uring 51cm long.

Mrs Gray said that Remi has been an 
“absolute dream”.

“We are first-time parents; we have been 
very fortunate, she is settling in very well,” 
she said.

“She was born at 39 weeks and six days, 
so she was one day early.”

Mrs Gray said so far, every moment with 
Remi has been her favourite, and she is “really 
excited” to share her with friends and family.

“She (Remi) is the first-born grandchild 
to my parents, so they are stoked, and she is 
the second born grandchild to my husband’s 
family,” she said. 

Mrs Gray, who had all her care throughout 
her pregnancy at the Loxton Medical Centre, 
said the care she received was “amazing”.

“I just want to thank the whole team. I 
am very grateful for my midwives Julie and 
Catherine, everyone at the hospital at the 
time, and Peter Tate and Kerry-Anne from 
the Loxton Medical Centre for their care 
throughout,” she said. 

“I’ve never met someone for the first time 
who’s changed my life so fast, in the very 
best way.”

– ALEXANDRA BULL

Rock-a-bye Remi our first 2023 baby

Proud Loxton North parents Niki and Daniel Gray with daughter Remi, born on January 2. 
INSET: Remi Willow Gray was the first baby to be born in the Riverland this year. 

PHOTOS: supplied

Flood EVENT
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PICK FRUIT WHEN RIPE AND KEEP 
FRUIT TREES PRUNED.

COLLECT FALLEN FRUIT THEN BAG AND  
BIN IT, DON’T COMPOST OR BURY.

CHECK YOUR FRUIT FOR  
BLEMISHES AND MAGGOTS.

CALL THE FRUIT FLY HOTLINE IF 
YOU SUSPECT FRUIT FLY.
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Riedel Lane, 14th Street,  
Renmark SA 5341

Phone: 8586 4411

AUTO ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL REPAIRS

WE SERVICE,  
WE REPAIR,   
WE CARE!

We service all makes and models.

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Fri: 8am – 4.30pm
Saturday: By Appointment!
Available After Hours!

steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

MOBILE: 0426 950 334
3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

PH: (08) 8501 1187

SAME DAY  
Relines & Repairs

Providing  
relines and 

repairs same 
day, full and 

partial dentures, 
chrome dentures 

and sports 
mouthguards.

Terms and Conditions Apply

BZ11415-V7
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This clinic prefers bookings but will accept limited walk-ins
bendigohealth.org.au/outreachvaccination/

Please be aware that there is limited supply of the JE vaccine,  
we are doing everything we can to assist you and your community.

Please ensure that you meet the eligibility criteria.  
This is available via the below Japanese Encephalitis QR code.

CLINIC CALENDAR/BOOKING LINKJAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS COVID

When: Thursday 19th January 2023
Time: 10.30am-12.30pm

Where: Murrayville Town Hall
Address: 25 McKenzie St, Murrayville VIC 3512

Contact: 1800 329 189

LZ
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DEDICATED community 
volunteer Carmel Wuttke 
has been named Waikerie 
Citizen of the Year for 2023.

Loxton Waikerie Mayor 
Trevor Norton visited the 
recipients of the Waikerie 
Australia Day awards last 
month before Christmas 
to notify them of their 
acknowledgements.

In a statement issued 
this week, Loxton Waikerie 
council said Mrs Wuttke had 
donated many hours of her 

time to various areas of the 
community, demonstrating 
her caring and compassion-
ate nature.

She is a welcome, friend-
ly face for Waikerie elder-
ly who receive Meals on 
Wheels, an organisation she 
has served for 14 years.

The council  said the 
Meals on Wheels Waikerie 
branch chairperson and co-
ordinator “goes above and 
beyond in this position”.

“(Mrs Wuttke) ensures 
everyone receives their 
meals, even during missed 
deliveries and low volunteer 
numbers,” the media state-
ment said. 

Mrs  Wut tke  i s  a l so 
Lutheran Church office 
manager and in the past has 
recorded audio-versions 
of the weekly River News 
for people living with sight 
impairments.

She volunteers at the 

Rain Moth Gallery and 
at Santa’s Cave every sea-
son, and is involved in the 
Mainly Music program for 
pre-school ages that allows 
children of all backgrounds 
to enjoy the gift of music.

Mrs Wuttke served as 
South Australian Lutheran 
Women’s Group president 
for over 20 years, is on the 
Board of Ministry, provid-
ing Holy Communion to 
the elderly and people with 
illnesses, and is a pastoral 
assistant to the Waikerie 
Lutheran Church Minister, 
organising the music pro-
gram with board members 
and singers at the church. 

Mrs Wuttke advocated 
for the initial build of the 
Lutheran school in Waikerie, 
and also provides continued 
support at the school through 
volunteering.

The council said she is 
known among her peers as 

“a truly special human being 
who never complains”. 

Her support for the people 
in the Riverland West dis-
trict had left “a positive and 
lasting impact”, council said, 
and she was described as “a 
great leader and community 
role model”.

Mrs Wuttke said she was 
“surprised, overwhelmed, 
honoured, humbled and 
very thankful to receive the 
award”.

“I love helping out in this 
community and always feel 
privileged to hear the won-
derful stories of people here 
in Waikerie and appreciate 
the community spirit that I 
find here,” she said.

“I look forward to the year 
ahead and finding more vol-
untary work to do, as long as 
the good Lord gives me the 
strength to carry on.”

Waikerie Citizen of the Year for 2023 Carmel Wuttke who is being recognised for her service to a wide range of Riverland West 
community organisations. PHOTO: Paul McCormick

Waikerie Hospital Guild’s Norma Modistach (left) and 
Cheryl Mortimer, who were the main organisers behind the 
centenary celebrations for the guild and Waikerie Hospital 

in November last year. PHOTO: Christine Webster

THE Waikerie Ladies 
Hospital Guild’s 100-year 
celebrations has been 
awarded the Waikerie 
Community Event of the 
Year award for 2023 by 
Loxton Waikerie council.

For 100 years, volunteers 
of the guild have held fun-
draisers to purchase equip-
ment for the hospital.

These include furnish-
ings, televisions, beds, 
operating equipment and 
more. Loxton Waikerie 
council said in 2022 the 
organisation took its efforts 
“one step further” by cel-
ebrating a centenary of the 
guild and its fundraising 
efforts. 

Over the year of celebra-
tions, the guild organised a 
fete at the Waikerie Civic 
Centre that raised more 
than $4000 and a dinner at 
the Waikerie Hotel for past 

and present staff, board 
members and guests.

The guild also produced 
a cookbook using recipes 
from the guild members, 
plus a history book on 
Waikerie Hospital and the 
Hospital Ladies Guild.

It organised a display of 
photographs and memora-
bilia in the entrance to the 
Waikerie Library. 

Loxton Waikerie council 
said the continued efforts 
of the guild members had 
played a significant role 
in keeping the Waikerie 
Hospital open to the com-
munity. 

“The guild has not 
only provided support to 
the hospital but friend-
ship within the guild and 
the guests they entertain 
through their events,” it 
said. 

Guild’s big centenary  
celebrations awarded

Compassionate Compassionate 
Carmel earns Carmel earns 
Waikerie winWaikerie win
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BOOK 
ONLINE
NOW!
TANKARDDENTAL
RIVERLAND.COM.AU

LOXTON  (08) 8584 7434   11 ANZAC CRESCENT, LOXTON 
BERRI  (08) 8582 2796   20 CRAWFORDTERRACE, BERRI  
WAIKERIE (08) 8541 3166   5 MCCOY STREET, WAIKERIE

SARAH
Oral Health
Therapist

DECLAN

Principal 
Dentist

ALIZAFAR

Dentist

REAGHAN
Oral Health
Therapist

DR ARTHUR
DROUGANIS

Visiting 
Peridontist

WEI

Dentist

JIMIN

Dentist

ADELINE

Dentist

KI

Dentist

MARIKA

Hygienist

GARETH

Principal 
Dentist

The beauty of my job is 
that I have a great role in 
improving people’s ‘quality’ 
of life, not just fixing a tooth 
or smile instantly.

I love being able to problem 
solve and work together 
with my patients to achieve 
results that we are both 
very happy with.

Working with people of all 
ages and assisting them in 
creating good dental care 
habits is very rewarding.

I like helping people 
through pain and like to 
defy patients’ expectations 
that all dentists are scary.

I believe it is highly rewarding 
that I get to help people in 
need for both functional and 
aesthetic aspects of teeth 
and dentition as a dentist.

My passion is in Preventative 
Dentistry and educating my 
clients into better dental 
health.

The joy that comes with 
creating a healthy and 
beautiful smile is one of the 
intangible rewards of being a 
dentist.

Meeting new people and 
helping them along their 
journey and reassuring 
patients we are here to 
help is gratifying.

I love working with children and 
believe that positive dental 
experiences in early childhood 
sets children up for a lifetime 
of excellent oral health.

Over 35 years experience 
as a dentist and a specialist 
in the fields of Peridontics 
and Dental Implantology.

I take great pleasure in getting 
patients dentally fit and keeping 
them that way. Simply there is 
no substitute for healthy, natural 
teeth and gums!

MEET THE  
TEAM:

BZ12052

A FORMER Loxton Waikerie councillor 
has been crowned as Loxton’s Citizen of the 
Year for 2023.

After being part of the Loxton commu-
nity for 48 years, Loxton’s Bert Haslam was 
awarded Citizen of the Year for his outstand-
ing contribution in diverse areas in the com-
munity such as education, health, charity, 
sporting clubs and the environment.

Mr Haslam has been a mental health insti-
gator during the Covid-19 pandemic, offer-
ing his time as a guest speaker and organis-
ing functions in rural and local communities, 
as well as chairman of the Rotary sub-com-
mittee for mental health.

An active member of the Loxton Rotary 
Club for the past 21 years, Mr Haslam is cur-

rently in his third stint as president. 
He was also part of the establishment 

of Riverland SAPSASA junior netball and 
Saturday morning under 13 football and net-
ball at Loxton North, was awarded life mem-
bership of the Loxton North Football Club, 
where he was president for six years, along 
with membership and former presidency of 
the Loxton North Sports Club and Loxton 
North Cricket Club.

A former principal of Loxton North 
School, Mr Haslam was integral in the initia-
tion of fundraising to provide air-condition-
ing to the entirety of the school. 

Mr Haslam was presented with Riverland 
Citizen of the Year in 1984 for his services 
to youth sport and umpired over 250 games 

for the Riverland Football League, ultimately 
being awarded RFL life membership. 

Mr Haslam was also a councillor of 
Loxton Waikerie council from 2003-2010, 
and has been a justice of the peace for over 
20 years. 

He has been a volunteer of The Pines 
Historic House and Garden in Loxton for 
19 years, and was chair of the management 
committee for 10 years. 

“When Mayor (Trevor) Norton told me 
I was the recipient of the Citizen of the 
Year award I have to say I was chuffed,” Mr 
Haslam said.

“To be recognised this way is also rec-
ognition for all the volunteers in their com-
munities.

“I’m proud to share this award with all 
the volunteers that I have worked with in the 
Loxton and Loxton North community.

“Volunteering is just a way for me to give 
back to the community that my family are 
proud to be a part of.”

In a statement, Loxton Waikerie council 
said Mr Haslam had made a significant con-
tribution to the Loxton and Loxton North 
community, and demonstrates “vision and 
leadership in every committee or group that 
he is involved with”.

“As a husband and father, Bert has 
instilled a fine work ethic in his children 
and has become a well-respected and loved 
member of the community,” the council 
statement said.

Brilliant Bert Brilliant Bert 
Loxton’s top Loxton’s top 

citizencitizen

Loxton’s 2023 Citizen of the Year Bert Loxton’s 2023 Citizen of the Year Bert 
Haslam at The Pines Historic House and Haslam at The Pines Historic House and 

Garden where he has been a volunteer Garden where he has been a volunteer 
for over 19 years. for over 19 years. PHOTO: Alexandra BullPHOTO: Alexandra Bull
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CHRISTINE WEBSTER 
FOR the Wilson family of Markaranka, 
the closure of the Waikerie ferry due to 
the River Murray flood for almost 10 days 
meant doubling the travel distance to access 
essential goods and services, and check on 
elderly parents. 

Jamie Wilson and Jenni Christiansen and 
their three children, Liam, 10, Charlotte, 7, 
and Brandon, 3, regularly travel to Waikerie 
via the ferry to visit the supermarket plus 
visit family and friends.  

The Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport closed the ferry on December 30 
due to the river level, which exceeded 12 
metres Australian Height Datum (AHD).

The ferry began operating again on 
Monday this week when the water level 
dropped to 12m AHD, the level deemed safe 
for it to operate. 

The Wilsons grow 30 hectares of citrus 
on their property, on the northern side of the 
river, and also own a 40-hectare citrus prop-
erty at Taylorville. 

It usually only takes about 25 minutes 
for the 17km trip from Markaranka via the 
Waikerie ferry into town. 

But during the ferry closure the Wilsons 
had to travel more than 50km via the Cadell 
ferry, taking almost an hour.

They support the idea of a bridge being 
built across the river from Waikerie to 

Taylorville, as suggested by some locals in 
the area, including on social media recent-
ly.

“I think it would be a great idea, but I 
am not sure I will see it in my lifetime,” Mr 
Wilson said.

Mr Wilson said the ferry closure was an 
inconvenience.  

“We have had to choose what days we go 
into Waikerie and try and do larger shops, 
because we have to travel twice as far,” he 
said.

Mr Wilson’s mum, Joan, 82, and Ms 
Christiansen’s mum, Daphne, 86, live on the 
Waikerie side of the River Murray and often 
rely on the couple to assist them with shop-
ping and their home care. 

Mr Wilson said the Waikerie ferry closure 
meant they were unable to check in on their 
elderly mothers as frequently. 

The flood and ferry closure also meant the 
Wilson children had less opportunity during 
the Christmas school holidays to have play 
dates with their friends on the other side of 
the river.

“It is not convenient to just quickly pop 
in,” Mr Wilson said. 

The Wilsons were also unable to enjoy 
their usual swimming and boating activities 
in the river due to the dangers posed by the 
flood. 

It was an anxious Christmas for the fam-
ily, as Mr Wilson had to ensure the irriga-
tion pumps kept operating on both his citrus 
properties and did not become submerged in 
the rising water.

Mr Wilson said after SA Power Networks 
switched off the electricity supply to the 
irrigation pump system on their Taylorville 
property, he had to install a new suction line 
to access water from the nearby lagoon. 

He said since the commencement of the 
flood, the pump system used to irrigate their 
Markaranka property also had to be moved to 
higher ground several times. 

The family is relieved however, that the 
ferry closure happened outside the school 
term, as both Liam and Charlotte travel by 
bus to Waikerie for their primary educa-
tion.

Mr Wilson said it was a relief to see the 
river level at Lock 2 drop 20mm in 24 hours 
between Thursday and Friday last week. 

“That was the first time in several months 
we saw the water go down,” he said. 

The Wilsons over the weekend were 
eagerly awaiting the reopening of the 
Waikerie ferry.

CALL US GUYS!

GIVE THEM A FLICK, TELL ‘EM TO

Get lost!

(08) 8586 6982 | 130 Renmark Avenue
RZ11273-V7

Join Our Town Berri in connecting our  
community with free activities throughout  

January while the River is closed.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
11am - 3pm

Vaughan Terrace, Berri

OPEN 
ALL OF JANUARY

FloodFest
Pop-Up Well Being Hub

Ngarrindjeri Arts
Board Games

Rhythmic Drumming
Disney Princesses

Children’s Play Space

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES INCLUDE:

Check Our Town Berri’s Facebook page for more information and upcoming activities

THE Waikerie ferry has begun 
operating again after the River 
Murray level there fell below 12 
metres AHD (Australian Height 
Datum).

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r 
Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) 
closed the ferry on September 30 

for about 10 days while the water 
level exceeded 12 metres AHD.

It recommenced the ferry ser-
vice on Monday because the water 
levels dropped to the level deemed 
safe.

DIT said an inspection on 
Monday also showed water on 

Taylorville Road, the ferry access 
road, had also receded, allowing 
the road to reopen and ferry ser-
vices to resume.

The department said use of the 
Waikerie ferry was still limited to 
light vehicles, school buses, emer-
gency vehicles and heavy vehicles 

up to 19 metres long and less than 
42.5 tonnes. B-doubles are still not 
permitted to use the road.

The Morgan, Swan Reach and 
Lyrup ferries were still closed as of 
Monday.

DIT said as water levels fall 
along the river, previously closed 

ferry services were expected to 
progressively resume as soon as it 
was safe to do so.

The department said this would 
include conducting any necessary 
repairs or adjustments to ferry and 
road infrastructure to ensure ser-
vices could safely operate.

Ferry good news for Waikerie Flood EVENT

Ferry’s 10-day closure a 
school holiday dampener

The flood has caused the River Murray to flood the river flats on the Wilsons’ property at 
Markaranka. PHOTO: Jenni Christiansen

The closure of the Waikerie ferry increased the distance the Markaranka-based Wilsons had to 
travel to check on elderly parents. Pictured are Jenni Christiansen (left), Jamie Wilson and their 

children Brandon, 3, Liam, 10 and Charlotte, 7. PHOTO: Jamie Wilson

Flood EVENT
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Local Cellars supports the Responsible Service of Alcohol Liquor Act 2007. It is an offence to sell or supply alcohol on behalf of, a person 
aged under 18 years. Savings are off regular prices. Prices valid at Local Cellars Renmark only until sold out.  We reserve the right to limit 
purchases to reasonable retail quantities.  Commercial quantities not supplied. Please see in store for details.  Prices include GST where 
applicable. Promotional price effective from 28/12/22 to 17/1/2023. Liquor Licence #57710868

 LOCAL CELLARS RENMARK - 25 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark 5341 (08) 8586 4269
local cellars

BEER

OPEN
7 DAYS

SPIRITS

Lock 4 Chilli Vodka
Lock 4 Lilly Pilly Gin
Lock 4 Loxton Dry Gin

700ml

$55  ea

SPARKLING

WINE

Squealing Pig 
Sauvignon Blanc & 
Squealing Pig Rose  
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$30
2 for

Grant Burge 
Miamba Shiraz 
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$30
2 for

19 Crimes Cabernet 
Sauvignon & 19 
Crimes Shiraz 
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$22  
2 for

24 PACK 
x 375ml 
Coopers Mild Ale 
Bottles or Cans

$45  
ea

24 PACK 
x 330ml 
James Squire 
150 Lashes 
Bottles

$55  ea

10 PACK
x 275ml 
Cruiser Mixed 
4.6% or Sugar 
Free Bottles

$32  ea

30 PACK 
x 375ml 
West End 
Draught Cans

$53  
ea

x 750ml 
Duval-Leroy Brut 
Reserve Bottles

$55  ea

x 750ml ea

$35 
2 for

Croser 
Non Vintage

Croser Rose 
Non Vintage

Grant Burge Non Vintage 
Pinot Noir Chardonnay 

Grant Burge Non Vintage 
PNC Rosé

koch’s

We’re more than just a liquor store. Proudly independent family-owned business. 

Renmark STORE 
NOW OPEN

local cellars

LOCAL
ARTISAN

PREMIUM 
FRENCH 

CHAMPAGNE

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON
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This has been a major task for our club but we are there to serve our community in 
whatever way possible...

– Berri Lions Club member and catering co-ordinator Bill Quirke 

LOCAL low-income earners, 
pensioners and concession card 
holders facing increased travel 
costs due to flooding will be 
eligible for a $300 payment from 
the State Government.

In response to more than 120 
road and 10 ferry closures across 
SA River Murray communi-
ties – which in some cases have 
added hours of travel for residents 
– one-off $300 Travel Assistance 
Payments will be available to 

SA Government concession and 
Centrelink recipients.

Premier Peter Malinauskas said 
the State Government was “acutely 
aware of the cost-of-living pres-
sures being experienced by many 
in the community”.

“Even without a flood, we know 
the cost of fuel is a significant cost-
of-living burden for low and fixed-
income households,” he said.

“The closure of roads and fer-
ries has made it even tougher for 

some in river communities to get to 
the shops, attend appointments and 
care for friends and family. 

“This one-off payment is recog-
nition of that fact.”

Applicants will be required to 
demonstrate they are required to 
undertake significant additional 
travel – at least 30 minutes more 
per day, three times per week – 
for medical appointments, work, 
volunteering, to collect essential 
supplies or to attend to carer duties.

Treasurer Stephen Mullighan 
said the payments would help 
“those most in need” to meet 
increased travel costs through 
flood-affected areas.

“This is another way the State 
Government is working to help 
those impacted by the floods, with 

over $190 million of state and 
Commonwealth support committed 
so far,” he said.

Applications can be made 
in person at Emergency Relief 
Centres (ERCs) in Berri, Mannum 
and Murray Bridge. 

People who live significant dis-
tances from the ERCs and find it 
difficult to visit in person can call 
the Relief Information Line on 
1800 302 787.

PAGE 18 $1.2m beds scheme

$300 relief for flood-impacted local travellers

AN online scam aiming 
to exploit the flood has 
been circulating in the 
Riverland.

Murray Mallee Police 
last week issued a warn-
ing to the public to be 
on the lookout for any 
scams or criminals try-
ing to take advantage of 
people in areas affected 
by flooding.

“Police have recently 
been made aware of an 
online scam offering 
cheap rooms at a hotel 
in the Riverland area, to 
entice people to visit and 
stay in the region to help 
support local business-
es that may have been 
affected by the floods,” 
SA Police said in a state-
ment.

“Members of the pub-
lic are reminded that 
they should only deal 
with reputable businesses 
directly, and report any 
potential scams to the 
ReportCyber website 
(cyber.gov.au).”

Police warn 
of online 
flood scam

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT

ALEXANDRA BULL
A LOCAL service club has been 
providing home-cooked meals for 
those working at, and receiving 
assistance from, the Emergency 
Relief Centre in Berri.

The Berri Lions Club has been 
providing lunch for those at the cen-
tre since it opened in late November, 
with members banding together to 
support the Riverland community 
during the River Murray flood event.

Berri Lions Club member and 
catering co-ordinator Bill Quirke 
said Lions Clubs have an under-
standing with Housing SA that in the 
event of a natural disaster, respective 
Lions Clubs are called in to help. 

“This has been a major task for 
our club but we are there to serve our 
community in whatever way possible 
during these challenging times,” he 
said.

“We have been catering lunch 
every day since the relief centre 
opened, and we have been getting 
assistance from a local café that’s 
been producing a lot of the meals.

“On weekends we do a bit 
more of our own food preparation. 
Particularly over Christmas and New 
Year, with the shops being closed, 
we did our own thing, and different 
members prepared food and served 
whoever needed a meal.”

The Berri Lions Club will contin-
ue to serve lunch at the centre for the 
foreseeable future, with Mr Quirke 

saying members had received “good 
reports from the people down there”.

“We have just been doing the 
lunch meals,” he said.

“If anything more serious was to 
happen, like a levee breaking, we 
could be called on to do more in the 
way of catering such as breakfasts, 
but fortunately that hasn’t happened. 

“We are a service club; we help 

out, that’s what we do.”
At least two members have 

been there every day from 10am to 
2pm, serving lunches to staff at the 
centre and those who come in for 
assistance.

The Murray Pioneer understands 
the Berri Lions Club could be 
supplying volunteers at the centre 
until March.

Lions lend 
a hand at 
flood centre

Among the Berri Lions Club members providing lunches for those at the Emergency Relief Centre in the town are David 
Andrews, Debbie Tanner, Allan Dand and Bill Quirke. PHOTO: supplied

Flood EVENT
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Contact the team at Holtham Building for all 
your renovation, repairs and insurance work.

08 8582 2887 admin@holtham.com.au holtham.com.au@holthambuildingandconstruction 

BZ
12

00
0

Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie
Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525

For your conveyancing needs in 
residential, commercial and business.

Your local Riverland Conveyancers   

Experienced 
 Reliable 

Professional

W
Z10163-V7

8583 5343
16-18 Madison Ave, 

Monash

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

SundayBrunchBZ11317-V7 Every Sunday 10am – 2pm 

PAUL MITCHELL
THE lifting of a short-lived 
ban on land-based fishing 
along the River Murray was 
a sensible move, a Riverland 
fishing expert says.

On December 20 the SA 
government banned all non-
essential activity on the river, 
citing safety concerns associ-
ated with the high river, but 
just nine days later the fish-
ing and yabbying restriction 
was reversed.

The initial ban was “a bit 
of an overreaction”, accord-
ing to local man and former 
member of the Minister’s 
R e c r e a t i o n a l  F i s h i n g 
Advisory Council, Peter 
Teakle.

“It’s a long time since 

we’ve seen the higher water, 
so I supported that initial 
(restriction),” Mr Teakle 
said.

“But once the water start-
ed to spread out over the 
floodplains and so did the 
carp…I thought it wouldn’t 
hurt if people wanted to get 
out in the shallows and fish 
for carp.

“A t  J a n e  E l i z a  ( i n 
Renmark) the carp were 
there, right in the shallows, 
so there’s no reason why you 
couldn’t drop a line in and 
catch some of those, and get 
them out of the system.

“It might have been a bit 
of an overreaction from the 
government, but in the river 
proper itself it made sense. I 
wouldn’t get in there myself.”

Mr Teakle said when news 
of the initial ban on all rec-
reational activities was first 
announced he assumed it 
was for the main river chan-
nel. However, the govern-
ment said the restrictions 

included “all creeks, tributar-
ies, lakes, lagoons and other 
bodies of water connected 
to (the river)”, except Lake 
Bonney.

Mr Teakle said despite the 
short-term inconvenience 
to fishers, he supported the 
safety measures.

“It’s one of these things…
we’ve just got to be a little 
bit patient,” he said.

“It was a bit of a disap-
pointment, because people 
love their yabbies, but safety 
access would’ve been one of 
the key points and that’s why 
I supported it.”

Meanwhile The Murray 
Pioneer has received anec-
dotal reports of strong yabby 
numbers across areas of the 
Riverland and Mr Teakle is 

hoping for a big yabby local 
season ahead.

“Nature looks after itself 
in a way and those yabbies 
bury very deep into the sub-
structure of the river and the 
wetlands,” he said.

“They can remain there 
for years, because it’s cycle 
for them when you get these 
big rivers.

“When the waters first 
come in and the yabbies 
are in there for a fortnight 
or three weeks, they start 
to really get moving under-
ground and come to the sur-
face.

“We’ll have to wait and 
see until the water drops, but 
I think it’ll be a very good 
yabby season.”

Lifting fishing ban ‘sensible’

ALEXANDRA BULL
T H R E E  p e o p l e  w e r e 
rescued from a car stranded 
in floodwaters in Renmark 
during the early hours of 
Thursday, December 29.

The SES received a call 
about a car in floodwaters 
and occupants on the roof 
at Plushbend Road around 
1.20am, and the three occu-
pants – a 30-year-old male, 
a 19-year-old male and a 
16-year-old female - were 
rescued from the top of the 
vehicle. 

SES state duty officer, 
Brenton Clarke, said driving 
into floodwater is typically 
the main cause of death dur-
ing flood events. 

“These deaths are often 
locals driving on local 
roads,” he said. 

“People should follow the 
road closure and all other 
warnings and advice given 
by authorities.

“Just because you know 
the road well, doesn’t mean 
it will be safe to drive when 
it’s flooded.

“Never drive through 
floodwaters and make sure 
children don’t play in or 
near fast-flowing water.”

Two SES Swiftwater 
crews attended the res-
cue along with SAAS and 
SAPOL crews, with the 
MFS assisting the SES to 
remove the occupants from 
the water.

Car 
roof 
rescue

l Peter Teakle

Flood EVENT

TWO cutting-edge emergency vehicles joined 
South Australia’s frontline flood response this 
week.

The Mercedes-Benz Unimog high-clear-
ance vehicles were shipped in from New 
South Wales to assist flood affected commu-
nities, thanks to a partnership between the SA 
State Emergency Service (SA SES) and the 
NSW State Emergency Service (NSW SES).

The off-road vehicles are built for the 
toughest of terrain and will assist SA SES 
in critical operations, including flood res-
cues and evacuations. They will also provide 
logistical support to isolated communities if 
required.

The high-clearance vehicles can operate 
safely for sustained periods in more than a 
metre of water, making them well-suited to 
flood response.

The trucks are also capable of carrying 
heavy loads, in addition to a driver and five 
passengers in their cabin.

An NSW SES said the trucks had proven 
to be “lifesaving assets” during last year’s 
NSW floods.

SA Minister for Emergency Services, Joe 
Szakacs, said the vehicles were a “worthy 
addition” to SA SES during the River Murray 
flood. 

“Thank you to NSW SES for their support 
of the specialised vehicles,” he said.

Pair of high-clearance 
trucks to tackle flood

Two special Mercedes trucks have arrived in SA from NSW to help with the flood effort. PHOTOS: supplied
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It’s depriving an economy of people spending 
money in the region...

– Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone

PAYMENT OF   
MATERIALS AND SERVICES CHARGES 2023 

The school will be open for payment of materials and services charges:

Monday 23 January: 2:00pm - 6:00pm  
Tuesday 24 January: 9:00am - 12:00pm

Evans Administration building   
Enter the school from Stadium Drive, signs will be up for directions and assistance will  

be available.  

Families will be advised when 2023 School card applications are available.  

Under the BYOD program: Year 7 and new students at Berri Regional Secondary College 
2023 are encouraged to bring BYOD computers in on the dates and times above. Ensure  

you allow a suitable amount of time for the IT support team to set up the computer to the 
school network, allowing for a smooth start to learning for 2023.  

Please stay connected to our Facebook page for updates:

@BerriRegionalSecondaryCollege

BZ12045

Advertising Feature

BACK TO SCHOOL

PAUL MITCHELL
CLAIMS an accommodation 
scheme fo r  d i sp laced 
Riverland flood victims 
has been a failure have 
been dismissed by the SA 
government.

Announced early last 
month, the $1.2m Short 
Term Accommodation Plan 
saw accommodation pre-
booked at motels, powered 
caravan sites and cabins in 
Berri, Glossop, Waikerie 
and Barmera, with up to 500 
beds provided on any given 
night.

The scheme has experi-
enced a lower-than-expect-
ed uptake, and claims have 
subsequently emerged – 
including via Chaffey MP 
Tim Whetstone – of tour-
ists potentially being una-
ble to find accommodation, 
despite local providers hav-
ing unused rooms.

In addition, the State 
Government has told The 
Murray Pioneer that the 
scheme was partly about 
providing taxpayer funds 
as “stimulus” for Riverland 
accommodation providers 
heavily impacted by flood 
cancellations.

“It’s a consequence of the 
community’s resilience and 
good planning by individu-
als and each level of govern-
ment that fewer people than 
expected across the region 

have required access to 
emergency accommodation,” 
a State Government spokes-
person told The Pioneer.

“The key reason we 
made these bookings was 
to ensure there were rooms 
available when required 
for emergency accommo-
dation, and to provide a 
much-needed stimulus to 
accommodation providers 
who were suffering cancel-
lations.

“We are  moni tor ing 
the situation daily and are 
releasing rooms as soon 
as the emergency require-
ment passes, to ensure that 
we can continue to support 
tourism operators across the 
river regions.

“We are not aware of 
any reports of accommoda-
tion facilities having to turn 
away possible customers. 
But if that were the case, 
we would obviously dis-

cuss and address this with 
accommodation providers 
directly.”

Mr Whetstone said he 
had received anecdotal 
reports from “right across 
the electorate” that the 
scheme was misfunctioning.

“It’s depriving an econ-
omy of people spending 
money in the region,” he 
said.

“Every time a govern-
ment interferes, there is 
always a down side to it. 
There has to be a greater 
level of care when a govern-
ment intervenes in the mar-
ketplace.

“There needs to be a bet-
ter conduit between govern-
ment and the realisation of 
the impact these underused 
rooms are having.”

Mr Whetstone said he 
had contacted SA Premier 
Peter Malinauskas plus two 
other government ministers 
about the scheme.

“I’ll work with govern-
ment to look at a more flex-
ible approach, while still 
providing a level of emer-
gency accommodation,” he 
said.

“But they’ve got to keep 
the tourism economy tick-
ing along as well.”

$1.2m flood beds 
scheme defended

lMurray Pioneer, 14/12/22
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I want to offer 
reassurance we are 
doing everything 
we can to provide 

support to River Murray 
communities as the 
situation develops...

- Peter Malinauskas

ONLINE
thirstycamel.com.au

MORE OFFERS  
IN-STORE
LOCALLY 
OWNED

CAMEL CARD 
earn camel cash

Heineken or 
James Boag’s 
Premium Lager 
Bottles

-196 Double Lemon & Double Grape Cans

SAVE
$5

SAVE
$8

$5099
24x330ml & 
24x375ml

24x330ml & 
24x375ml

C

AMEL CASH

BO
NUS

$3

$4199
10x330ml SAVE

$8

Jim Beam White, Smirnoff 
Red Vodka or Johnnie Walker Red

Jim Beam White, Smirnoff Jim Beam White, Smirnoff Jim Beam White, Smirnoff 

B
I
G
  
1
 L

I
T
R
E
  
B
O
T
T
L
E
S

NEW 
FLAVOUR

ea
ea

$5499
ea

1 Litre

SAVE 
UP TO
$9

thirstycamelsa

Why so serious?

Specials valid until 27/12/2022 or while stocks last. Photos for illustration purposes only. Savings based on normal off promotional sell prices. Thirsty Camel supports 
the responsible serving and consumption of alcohol. Prices may vary in country/regional areas due to freight. TSA1913MP

LOXTON HOTEL

EMERGENCY accomodation will  be 
secured for Riverlanders impacted by the 
current Murray River flood event in an 
attempt to calm “anxious” local communi-
ties. 

The state government yesterday announced 
a $1.2m committment to pre-book emergency 
accomodation for locals displaced from their 
homes due to the flood. 

The initiative, run through the Short-Term 
Emergency Accommodation Plan, will pro-
vide up to 500 beds on any given night in a 
variety of locations. 

Premier Peter Malinauskas said the acco-
modation would be booked for individuals 
and families, and would include motels, 
powered caravan sites and cabins in Berri, 
Glossop, Waikerie and Barmera. 

“I understand the affected communities are 
feeling highly anxious this week as the river 
continues to rise,” Mr Malinauskas said. 

“I want to offer reassurance we are doing 
everything we can to provide support to River 
Murray communities as the situation devel-
ops.

“Be assured, we have taken prudent steps 
to make sure people will be supported if they 
have nowhere else to go.

“If your primary place of residence is 
flood-affected, you can be assessed to get 
assistance with emergency accomodation 
now.” 

Mr Malinauskas said 16 Humanihut 
structures, able to accomodate 64 people, 
would also be constructed at the Riverland 
Exhibition Centre, which could also hold 200 
caravans with power and amenities. 

It is understood the government has also 
taken lease of a fully accessible site suit-
able for people with mobility issues and care 
needs.  

Beds secured 
for our ‘highly 
anxious’ 
Riverland 
communities

Flood EVENT

Morgan Riverside Caravan Park owner Leigh Cock and SA Premier Peter Malinauskas at the caravan park yesterday. PHOTOS: Christine Webster

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
THE SA Premier met 
with Morgan community 
members ,  i nc lud ing 
Mid  Mur ray  Mayor 
Simone Bailey and a 
local caravan park owner, 
yesterday to hear first-
hand about the impact of 
the River Murray floods.

Peter  Mal inauskas 
examined the levee being 
built along the town’s riv-
erfront to prevent the ris-
ing waters from impact-
ing too much on the 
town’s infrastructure. 

He a lso  inspected 
the Morgan Riverside 
Caravan Park. 

The caravan park’s 
owner, Leigh Cock, is 
anxiously watching the 
river levels and is hoping 
the levee will keep the 
water away from most of 
his business infrastruc-
ture.

Mr Cock said he has 

already seen 32 of his 
unpowered sites sub-
merged by the rising 
river. 

His caravan park also 
has 49 powered sites and 
55 semi-permanent sites 
and 14 cabins, but he told 
The Murray Pioneer he is 
no longer taking online or 
phone bookings.

Mr Cock said bookings 
over spring – usually one 
of his best seasons – were 
“down more than 80 per 
cent”.

He said he was only 
taking walk-in guests, 
mainly people working 
in the area, and had pro-
vided accommodation 
to about six locals who 
had been displaced due to 
their homes being flood-
ed. 

Mr Cock said he was 
unsure whether he would 
be open during the sum-
mer school holidays.

“We are still operating 

if people arrive and come 
through,” he said.

“We will allow people 
to be here if we are com-
fortable, but future book-
ings at the moment are 
being paused.

“We are just doing 
emergency relief for peo-

ple who have to move out 
of their homes.”

M r  M a l i n a u s k a s 
encouraged tourists to 
still visit the Riverland 
and Mid Murray council 
area.

He said visiting the 
area was still a “safe 

proposition”.
Mr Malinauskas said 

the one in 50-year event 
was “spectacular to see 
and safe to look at pro-
vided people followed 
the appropriate rules and 
guidance particularly 
around road closures”.

Premier back for Morgan
Flood EVENT

Mr Cook and Mr Malinauskas speaking to the visitng Adelaide Media. 

We are just doing emergency relief for people who have to move out of their 
homes...

- Morgan Riverside Caravan Park owner, Leigh Cock

Morgan 
Riverside 
Caravan Park 
owner Leigh 
Cock and 
SA Premier 
Peter 
Malinauskas 
at the 
caravan park 
yesterday. 
PHOTOS: 
Christine 
Webster

TWO people had a bad start to 2023, 
after being busted for drink driving in the 
Riverland.

In the first incident, at around 10.40pm 
on New Year’s Eve, a 64-year-old Monash 
man was stopped on the Old Sturt Highway 
at Berri for a breath test.

However, SA Police said the man 
“refused to co-operate” and was sub-
sequently taken to the Riverland General 
Hospital, in Berri, for a blood test.

“He was reported for driving under the 
influence and refusing a breath test and will 
be summonsed to appear in court at a later 

date,” SA Police said.
The other incident happened less than an 

hour into 2023.
A 24-year-old Victorian woman was 

breath-tested at a driver testing site on 
Renmark Avenue.

“It will be alleged that she returned a 
positive breath analysis result of 0.133,” SA 
Police said.

The woman was charged with drink-
driving, issued a six-month immediate loss 
of licence notice and was bailed to appear 
in the Berri Magistrates Court on February 
20.

Bad start to 2023 for drink-driving duo

TOWING his scraping boat 
trailer along a Paringa Road, 
causing sparks, has led to 
a Renmark man losing his 
licence.

Police patrols were called 
to Riverview Road around 
9.45pm last Friday, after 
a member of the public 
observed the scene.

Police followed a trail 
of scrape marks and locat-
ed the vehicle in a Sturt 
Highway property.

The 37-year-old driver 
was directed to submit to a 
breath test however refused 
to comply with directions.

Police arrested the man 
and charged him with fail-

ing to submit to a breath test 
and unlawfully damage a 
road surface.

He was granted police 
bail to appear in Berri 
M a g i s t r a t e s  C o u r t  i n 
February, issued a 12-month 
instant loss of licence and 
had his vehicle impounded 
for 28 days.

Meanwhile at around 
9pm on Sunday, a 64-year-
old Cooltong man was 
reported for drink driving.

Police stopped the man’s 
Mitsubishi Pajero on Ral 
Ral Avenue, Renmark and 
the driver submitted to a 
breath test, returning a posi-
tive result of 0.095.

The man was issued a 
six-month instant loss of 
licence and his vehicle was 
impounded for 28 days. He 
will  be summonsed to 
appear in court at a later 
date.

In addition, Blanchetown 
police stopped a Mitsubishi 
Magna on Halfway House 
Road at Sedan at about 
1.25pm on Sunday.

The driver, a 65-year-old 
woman from Sedan, was 
disqualified from driving 
and was reported for the 
offence. She will be sum-
monsed to appear in court at 
a later date. Her vehicle was 
also impounded for 28 days.

Sparks fly as Renmark man loses licence

STARTING a new school year can be an 
exciting, but also anxious, time, even if 
it’s not a big jump from primary to high 
school.

It is common for kids – and their par-
ents – to feel anxiety and stress before 
the first day back at school, and anxiety 
levels can increase if they are starting 
school for the first time or moving to a 
new school.

For a lot of students, no matter their 
age, getting back into a school routine in 
the lead-up to the end of the holidays can 
be difficult.

The same can be said for parents, who 
can also benefit from starting up a back-
to-school routine in the last days of school 
holidays.

Some strategies and tips – recom-
mended by Beyond Blue – to make the 
transition back to school a positive experi-
ence include:

Primary students
q Get back into the school-day routine 

at least a week early: waking up, eating 
and going to bed at regular times.
q Involve your child(ren) in planning 

out their school lunches and snacks for 
the first week back.
q For anxious kids, detail can be calm-

ing. Talk through the steps of getting to 
the classroom, hanging up or putting 
away belongings, saying hello to friends, 
finding their seat, etc. 
q Help pack their bag and lay out their 

uniform the night before. A visual check-
list can help them remember what they 
need to take.
q Allow extra time on the first day to 

get ready so it’s not a rush.

Teenagers
q Setting a routine benefits peo-

ple whether they are five, 15 or 50. 
Encourage teens to take responsibility for 
getting back into the swing of things the 
week before school.
q Help them set realistic, achievable 

goals for the year.
q Talk through any issues or fears 

they might have, whether they are about 
friends, teachers or grades.
q For those using bus transport for the 

first time, make sure they are confident 
taking the solo trip in the lead-up to the 
first day.

Starting school for the first time?
As well as the tips above, you could try 

some of the following strategies when 
sending your little one off to ‘big school’ 
for the first time.

Make a strong  start to the 2023 school yearFlood EVENT
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Monday 23rd January 2023 from 10:00am – 4:00pm  
and Tuesday 24th January from 12:00pm – 5:00pm

Student book packs will be given to all families who have 
paid Materials and Services fees in full, part paid, signed 

an Agreement to Pay plan or applied for School Card 
assistance.

Invoices will be sent to families  
during January 2023.

 
2023 enrolments are still being accepted.  

Please contact the school on  
8595 3274 for further information  
or to make an enrolment enquiry.

Renmark North School
2023 Stationery Collection and 

Materials and Services Payments

(08) 8595 3274   |   https://rennorth.sa.edu.au
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Stationery Collection + 
Materials and Service payment

Wednesday 25th January 2023
8:30am - 11:am

12noon - 6:00pm

M&S fees are $269.00 for 2023. 
Stationery packs will be given to all 
families who have paid M&S fees in 
full, part paid, signed an Agreement 

to Pay installment plan or applied for 
a School Card. “Agreement to Pay” 

forms will be available from the Front 
Office. School card and Centrepay can 

be applied for Online.
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School families –  
please see Class Dojo for  

further information 

Ph: 8588 2198

Barmera Primary 
School

Book 
Collection Day

January 25th, 2023
8.30am – 6.00pm

Achievement . Respect  
Team Work

BZ12050

Advertising Feature

BACK TO SCHOOL

Make a strong  start to the 2023 school year
1. Have a few ‘dry runs’ of the trip to 

and from school so your child is familiar 
with the route and what to expect.

2. Set up some playdates in the holi-
days with local kids who are also starting 
school so they see some familiar faces on 
day one. 

3. Visit the school – check out the play-
ground, find their classroom and have 
a wander round so they can get used to 
where things are. 

4. Invent a fun routine to make saying 
goodbye a bit easier – try a high-five, bear 
hug or secret handshake. 

5. Talk positively about the day ahead 
on the way to school and remind your 
child where you’ll be at pick-up time.

6. Drawn-out goodbyes can be upset-
ting, especially if other kids are getting 
emotional. Once your child is settled in 
their classroom, give them some final 
positive reassurance and beat a hasty 
retreat. 

7. Try to limit other activities during the 
first few weeks – the transition to school 
can be tiring and kids need down time. 

8. Schedule a family celebration or 
a Skype call from grandparents on the 
weekend to mark the milestone – after 
all, starting school is a pretty big deal.

Source: Beyond Blue

Essential items for your backpack
q The backpack
The most important essential item is 

the bag itself. It needs to easily store eve-

rything you need for your day at school, 
is comfortable, and easy to carry. Most 
schools have branded backpacks readily 
available for purchase.

q Stationery
This includes all books, binders, pens, 

pencils, erasers, rulers, highlighters and 
more. Schools offer stationery packs 
with everything you need to get your year 
started off in an organised way, so make 
sure you take advantage of their office 
opening hours.

q Planner and binder
Planners or diaries are a great way to 

keep track of what classes are when, 
and when assignments or tests are due 
– especially in the first few weeks while 
you get used to the weekly routine. Bullet 
journals are a way to show creativity 
and cater to your specific organisational 
needs.

Loose pieces of paper – for assign-
ments or homework tasks – are easy to 
lose, dirty or destroy. Using a binder with 
sheet protectors makes sure important 
pieces of paper stay pristine and in an 
easy-to-find place.

q Scientific calculator and textbooks
Many high school students in math-

ematics and science classes will know 
the need to have a scientific calculator, 
so make sure you are prepared from day 
one, even if you think you do not actually 
need it on that day.

Textbooks are usually loaned out in the 
first week of school, so make sure your 
backpack is prepared to gain more weight 
and for more space to be taken up.

q Small (but still essential) items
Personal items like your phone, keys, 

student ID, money (for emergencies or 
snacks), and bus card are important to 
keep safe in your bag to ensure they are 
not misplaced during the day.

A resusable water bottle will save you 

money and help save the planet at the 
same time. Most backpacks even have a 
side pocket specifically for water bottles.

Tissues and lip balm can be life sav-
ers, especially during summer with 
classroom air conditioners turned on full 
blast.

Headphones or earbuds are handy for 
study periods or quiet learning time if you 
are a student who benefits from back-
ground music, and if you take the bus 
home.
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L I F E S T Y L E 
RANGELive in your Element

Kubota’s lifestyle range of compact tractors, 
mowers and RTV’s are designed to make 
light work of all your residential tasks. 
Delivering high performance and reliability 
on demand, you’ll be living in your element 
with Kubota.

A V A I L A B L E

A C R O S S  T H E  K U B O T A  R A N G E

131 Fifteenth Street
Renmark | 08 8586 6714
www.growersservices.com.au
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Live in your Element
Kubota’s lifestyle range of compact 
tractors, mowers and RTV’s are designed 
to make light work of all your residential 
tasks. Delivering high performance and 
reliability on demand, you’ll be living in 
your element with Kubota.
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| gallardgroup.com.au
| enquiry@gallardgroup.com.au
| 08 8582 1671  SALES | SERVICE | SPARE PARTS 

Whether it's spraying 1,000 acres of world class almond trees with our D-2/45 1,000 or 15 acres of wine-grapes 
with our Slim Jim 300V, we have a machine that will suit your spraying needs. With over 73 years of quality 
design, engineering, craftsmanship, and service, Air-O-Fan is your spray application machinery specialist. Today's 
Air-O-Fan sprayers include: four John Deere® diesel engine-powered models for orchard application, 14 PTO 
(Power Take Off) drive air-blast sprayer models for orchard and vineyard spray applications, and a full line of 
orchard and vineyard herbicide sprayers to keep those harmful weeds under control.

 As a family-owned-and-operated business, Gallard Group offer Sales,  Service and provide stock of all the 
spare parts for all Air-O-Fan machinery.

  PROUD
AUSTRALIAN
AGENTS 
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ELYSE ARMANINI
A MEMORIAL service will be held this 
Friday for Renmark’s Trish Stevens, 
affectionately known as The Possum Lady, 
who passed away last year.

A local since 1989, Trish spent her after-
noons feeding many hungry possums along 
the riverfront for more than three decades.

She was a well-known checkout opera-
tor at Renmark Woolworths, enjoyed 
attending Wednesday carpet bowls at the 
Renmark Lutheran Hall, attended Bible 
study at the Anglican church, was a mem-
ber of the Renmark Lions Club and volun-
teered at the hospital.

Trish’s long-time friend Judy Stuckey 
said Trish was a “very caring lady”, espe-
cially when it came to animals.

“We met when I had two little Jack 
Russells and she had a labrador and 
Australian terrier,” she said.

“We got around together on our bikes, 
had coffees together, she’d invite me out 
for tea with a group of other people and I 
used to go down to the possums with her.

“She would go every day without fail. It 
didn’t matter the weather, no matter how 
she felt. She even went the night before she 
passed.”

Trish is survived by her son Rhys, her 
grandchildren Chevelle and Damian, and 
great-grandchildren, who live in New 
Zealand.

The memorial service will take place 
from 2pm at the Renmark Lutheran Hall.
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Remembering our 
Possum Lady, Trish

A memorial service will be held for the 
‘Renmark Possum Lady’, Trish Stevens, this 
Friday. Trish is pictured with her dogs Bella 
and Ruby shortly before she passed away 

last year. PHOTO: supplied

LOOK out Renmark and Paringa, Frank has 
a new decked-out ride and is unafraid to 
show it off.

Well-known Paringa man, and Renmark 
Paringa councillor, Frank Turton bought a 
mobility scooter a couple of months ago and 
has since added corflute walls and roof, with 
more decorations in the works.

“You know me, I do things different,” Mr 
Turton said.

“I put Harley Davidson stickers on the 
front and back and someone saw me driving 
it and said, ‘Oh, that’s a beautiful bike’, then 
looked up at me, straight in the eye and said, 
‘Don’t you do anything to alter it’.

“I think that’s like waving a red flag at a 

bull, so, I started thinking…
“It has a weight limit so I have to always 

consider that. I put the lightweight corflute 
on it, one thing led to another and things 
evolved.”

The scooter has a cut-out map of Australia 
acting as a window for Mr Turton as he 
drives along at top speeds of 10km/h, plus a 
roof and chimney, with paintwork all com-
pleted by hand.

“It’s turned out a real boomer,” Mr Turton 
said. “I go to the Paringa Bakery every morn-
ing for a coffee and it was first seen out the 
front there. Mel from the bakery took a photo 
and put it on Facebook.

“There was a comment from someone 
from Coober Pedy who saw it and wanted a 
photo because he wanted to replicate it.

“You do something and you get the nega-
tives and the positives, but I’ve just had 100 
per cent positive.”

Renowned for  h i s  novel ty  boa t , 
Wilitsinkorwontit, and other eccentricities, 
Mr Turton said he always has doubts starting 
a project, but is looking forward to adding 
extra features to his gopher including a snake 
coming out of the chimney and a perch for 
his hen and rooster to go along for the ride.

“There’s always the doubt of something 
like that on the road and whether it’s law-
abiding,” he added.

“I’m doing more work on the side views 
so I can argue back that I can see. It’s got 
indicators, a headlight and a horn.

“I have been expected to be pulled up by 
the police for questioning but it hasn’t hap-
pened yet. They’ve just waved to me as I go 
past.

“I think it’s just another little something 
for Renmark and Paringa, and it’s a great 
conversation starter.”

- ELYSE ARMANINI

Frank’s funky new ride

TIM Whetstone has welcomed an SA 
government decision to double the fuel 
subsidy for Riverlanders travelling to 
Adelaide for health appointments, after 
calling for the increase last year.

In June 2022, the Chaffey MP criticised 
SA Labor for refusing to review the reim-
bursement level for the Patient Assistance 
Transport Scheme (PATS), saying that 
retaining the 16c per kilometre figure 
could impact locals’ health-care decisions.

However, last week Labor announced 
the first major increase to PATS in more 
than 20 years, lifting the fuel subsidy to 
32c per kilometre for eligible medical 
appointments.

“As a former government we proposed 
to double the mileage reimbursement,” Mr 
Whetstone said.

“(The increase) justifies the argu-
ment now because obviously cost 
of living has been a massive factor.” 
However, Mr Whetstone said the delay was 
evidence that SA regions were “getting 
treated like second-rate citizens” by the 
government.

When the PATS spat erupted mid-2022, 
Health Minister Chris Picton asked why 
the Liberals had failed to take action dur-
ing their four-year term in government.

Mr Picton last week described the 
increase as “great news for the many thou-
sands of people who access the scheme 
now or may need to travel for medical 
treatment in future”.

- PAUL MITCHELL

New PATS increase 
‘justifies Libs’ call’

l The Murray Pioneer, 15/6/22
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08 85861500 
esales@dixrenmark.com.au

www.dixrenmark.com.au
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Dimensions
700 Long
390 Wide
380 Tall

WARM UP  
THIS WINTER  
WITH A DIX  
FIRE PIT… 

fully flat packable
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Fabulous fresh selection, 
frequently changing

FREE with lunch & dinner  
every day

BISTRO
SALAD AND  

HOT VEGIE BAR

Loxton Hotel presents

Bistro bookings 8584 7266
www.loxtonhotel.com.au  

Lunch 12 to 2.30pm
Dinner 6 to 8.30pm

Premiering  

Friday June 17

ALEXANDRA BULL 
THE Australian Defence 
Force completed a 
regional recruiting tour 
of the Riverland, hosting 
information sessions in 
Loxton and Renmark last 
week. 

The sessions, held at the 
Loxton Hotel and Renmark 
Club, covered everything 
that potential candidates may 
want to know about joining 
the defence force, with mem-
bers from the army, navy, 
and air force hosting the ses-
sions, all giving insight into 
what life in the defence force 
is like.

Lieutenant Lisa Nelson, 
an officer of the Royal 
Australian Navy, said the 
sessions were for people 
wanting to know more about 
what life in the military is 
like.

“These sessions are really 
valuable to sort of break 
down some of the miscon-
ceptions that people might 
have about what a life and 
career in the military is like,” 
she said.

“We just share our own 
experiences of our careers 
and sort of break down some 
of those ideas that people 
may already have.

“It might even be a 
younger brother or sister that 
is coming along for an older 

sibling and that sort of gives 
them an idea of a career that 
they could have years down 
the track.”

The recruiting team also 
visited local schools during 
the regional tour, making 
sure to spend time getting 
to know the Riverland com-
munity.

“We give them a lot of 
information as well, but the 
idea is basically to get the 
message out to the region 
that we are an option,” Lt. 
Nelson said.

“It is not easy for a lot of 
people out here to get to our 
information sessions that are 
in the city.

“It is also important for 
regional candidates to know 
if they want a career in the 
defence force, that coming 
through the recruiting pro-
cess, it is all paid for.”

Lieutenant Nelson also 
listed off a variety of jobs 
that highlight the range of 
roles available in the defence 
force.

“In the army we have 
warehouse co-ordinators, 
and drivers, which are pretty 
vital roles supplying the 
army with everything from 

toilet paper to weapons 
parts,” she said. 

“In the navy we have 
marine technicians that work 
on the major engineering 
propulsion systems, and we 
have electronic technicians 
that work on the weapons 
systems and technology on 
our ships.

“Those two jobs are actu-
ally a trade, so they get a 
trade qualification, and eve-
rything gets taught to them 
when they come in.

“Also, in the air force 
we have airborne electronic 
analysts and these are just a 
few of the roles, but we have 
over 250 roles in the defence 
force.”

Lt. Nelson also highlight-
ed that the ADF recruits all 
types of people from all dif-
ferent backgrounds, all with 
different skill sets.

“I would say just put in 
your application and you 
can work out what roles you 
want to do at a later point,” 
she said.

“If you are unsure, or if 
you feel like you have more 
questions, still apply and the 
questions will be answered 
if you’re coming through the 
process.

“A career in the defence 
force is an exciting and 
rewarding role, and that in 
itself is enough to give it a 
go.”

Defence on the attack during local tour

ADF reps Kyle McPhee and Lieutenant Lisa Nelson with local Aidan Schlein at a defence force 
information session last Wednesday night at the Loxton Hotel. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

PAUL MITCHELL
A REFUSAL to review 
the reimbursement level 
for the Patient Assistance 
Transport Scheme (PATS) 
could threaten the health 
of Riverlanders, it has been 
claimed.

In the wake of skyrock-
eting petrol prices, the 
state opposition urged the 
Malinauskas government to 
double the current fuel sub-
sidy for South Australians 
required to travel more than 
100km to access medical 
appointments unavailable 
locally.

Labor’s decision to reject 
the suggested 32c per kilo-
metre figure – up from the 
existing 16c per kilometre 
– has been labelled a “com-

plete disgrace” by Chaffey 
MP Tim Whetstone, who 
claimed it could impact 
locals’ health-care deci-
sions.

“Right now, there are a 
number of patients who are 
unable to afford the petrol to 
drive a car or accommoda-
tion to stay the night while 
they are being assessed by 
a specialist outside of the 
region and that is unaccepta-
ble,” Mr Whetstone said.

“Country people shouldn’t 
have to choose between 
accessing vital health care or 
financial hardship.”

However, Health Minister 
Chris Picton has hit back at 
criticism by Mr Whetstone 
and his colleagues, ask-
ing why the Liberals failed 
to take action before their 

March 19 State Election loss.
“The Liberals had four 

years to increase the PATS 
rebate and did nothing,” 
Mr Picton told The Murray 
Pioneer.

“And to top it off they 
failed to resource country 
health and hospitals to give 
people more care where they 
live.”

Liberal spokesperson for 
regional health, Penny Pratt, 
said the former Marshall 
government’s pledge to dou-
ble the PATS rebate was in 
place before the election 
and was aimed at addressing 
cost-of-living pressures.

“With fuel prices sitting 
as high as 224 cents per litre 
and federal Labor expect-
ed to end the fuel excise 
discount of 20 cents by 

September this year, the fail-
ure to act is a double wham-
my at a time when country 
people can least afford it,” 
Ms Pratt said.

“Minister Picton is heart-
less towards those who have 
no option but to travel for 
health care that is unavail-
able in their community. 

“Easing the cost-of-liv-
ing burden on sick regional 
South Australians is clear-
ly not a priority for the 
Malinauskas government.”

Mr Whetstone said the 
PATS initiative was vital to 
many Riverlanders and the 
existing reimbursement fig-
ure fell short of adequate 
compensation.

“My cons t i tuen ts  in 
Chaffey who have to travel 
to Adelaide to seek medical 

appointments are grateful 
to receive a reimbursement, 
but current PATS payment is 
completely out of line with 
today’s economic climate,” 
he said.

“PATS funding is a vital 
lifeline for many as there is 
much cost-of-living pressure 
on Riverlanders who need 
to pay for travel and accom-
modation while accessing 
treatment.

“Having to travel away 
from home, your workplace 
and from ongoing fam-
ily support while unwell is 
extremely tough.

“The current government 
clearly doesn’t understand 
what it means living in the 
regions.”

The state government-
funded PATS subsidy pro-

g r a m  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d 
through SA’s six regional 
local health networks. 

Mr Picton said the gov-
ernment’s country health 
policy was to “build up 
services in regional South 
Australia, so people can get 
more care closer to where 
they live”.

PATS spat ‘risking health of locals’

lChaffey MP Tim Whetstone 

Paringa man Frank Turton’s latest project is his mobility scooter, fitted with corflute walls and 
roof. PHOTO: Robyn McIntosh
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DONT BE CAUGHT OUT WITHOUT POWER OR LIGHTS!

HAVE LASER ELECTRICAL INSTALL A  
GENERATOR CHANGEOVER SWITCH  

FOR YOU STARTING FROM $450.00 ! 

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark SA 5341
(08) 8586 6008 | https://renmark.laserelectrical.com.au
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It’s good to go to someone you know!Old Sturt Highway, Berri  |  (08) 8582 2144

START 2023
THE RIGHT
WAY WITH

TRADESMART

START 2023START 2023

TWO fruit  f ly outbreaks 
around Monash in just four 
days has sparked a plea for 
Riverland residents to check 
their home-grown fruit, espe-
cially apricots.

Queensland fruit fly mag-
gots found in backyard apricots 
caused the region’s latest fruit 
fly outbreak, called Monash 
B, on Friday. The declaration 
followed the detection of mag-
gots in apricots on Tuesday last 
week, triggering what has been 
labelled the Monash A out-
break.

The new outbreak area over-
laps a small part of the existing 
Monash A outbreak and also 
takes in part of the Berri town-
ship.

Residents have been urged 
to search their address on the 
interactive fruit fly map (fruit-
fly.sa.gov.au) to learn how they 
are affected by restrictions and 
what they need to do.

Warmer weather means 
fruit fly are more active, said 
PIRSA’s fruit fly response gen-
eral manager, Nick Secomb.

“We know PIRSA’s eradica-
tion efforts are effective where 
our field teams are active, but 
a number of new detections at 
new sites is clearly a concern,” 
said Mr Secomb.

“Everyone needs to play 
their part in not letting fruit fly 
under the radar.

“It’s really important eve-
ryone with a fruit tree follows 
the four simple steps: pick ripe 
fruit promptly, collect fallen 
fruit off the ground, check your 
fruit for signs of fruit fly, call 
the Fruit Fly Hotline (1300 666 
010) if you suspect anything.”

Residents and businesses in 

the new Monash outbreak area 
will receive information from 
PIRSA about the outbreaks and 
associated quarantine details, 
while fruit fly officers will visit 
properties in the outbreak areas 
to apply bait and check for 
signs of fruit fly in fruit.

Chair of the Riverland Fruit 
Fly Committee, Jason Size, 
said despite more fruit fly 
activity now, industry is confi-
dent eradication efforts will get 
on top of the outbreaks.

“We’ve all been living with 
fruit fly outbreaks for a while 
now but the data does show 
what PIRSA is doing at known 
fruit fly infestation sites is 
working,” said Mr Size.

“However, PIRSA can’t do 
it alone. The Riverland is a big 
region with a lot of fruit trees, 
and home and commercial 
growers must play their part.

“PIRSA’s self-baiting pro-
gram needs more growers – 
more growers signing up will 
greatly help our chances of 
stopping new hotspots from 
occurring.

“If you’re a grower in a red 
outbreak area, please contact 
PIRSA to register your interest.”

Primary producers impacted 
by current fruit fly outbreaks 
or flood are encouraged to 
contact the free Family and 
Business (FaB) support pro-
gram.

A FREE grower 
self-baiting/lure 
program and focus-
ing on high-risk 
areas are key planks 
of PIRSA’s 2023 
Riverland fruit fly 
summer eradication 
campaign, revealed 
last week.

Running 
from January to 
March, the PIRSA 
(Department for 
Primary Industries 
and Regions) cam-
paign aims to build 
on build on previous 
preventative meas-
ures in place across 
the region.

PIRSA says ser-
vicing residential 
traps and a refreshed 
approach to raising 
community aware-
ness about pre-
venting fruit fly in 
backyards are also 
important parts of 
the plan. 

It says work being 
done around detec-
tion sites shows 
eradication activities 
are working, with 
fewer outbreak trig-
gers being found in 
those locations.

However, summer 
remains a critical 
time for fruit fly 
detections, with the 
risk traditionally 
peaking in April to 

May, when any lar-
vae that has gone 
undetected will com-
plete its lifecycle.

Commercial 
growers in fruit fly 
‘red outbreak’ areas 
are encouraged to 
access free bait and 
lures to help protect 
their crop in 2023. 
PIRSA says fol-
lowing feedback, 
changes have been 
made to the program 
to make it easier 
for additional com-
mercial growers to 
participate.

“The Malinauskas 

Labor Government 
remains committed 
to getting rid of fruit 
fly in the Riverland 
and working towards 
reinstatement of the 
pest free area,” said 
Minister for Primary 
Industries, Clare 
Scriven.

“Significant pro-
gress was made in 
fruit fly eradication 
over spring and the 
heightened level of 
activity will go a 
long way to lowering 
fly numbers.”

Since August 
2022:

qMore than 
39,000 traps 
deployed in outbreak 
and suspension 
areas.
q200,000 litres 

of bait mix used at 
properties and in 
orchards.
qMore than 282 

million sterile fruit 
flies released.
qMore than 

21,500 residential 
properties visited 
regularly to inspect 
fruit, collect fallen 
fruit, apply bait, and 
deploy traps.

Ms Scriven 

reminded the 
Riverland commu-
nity to “stay vigilant 
and not let signs of 
fruit fly or infected 
fruit go unnoticed”.

“Pick ripe fruit 
promptly, collect 
fallen fruit from the 
ground, check for 
signs of fruit fly and 
call the Fruit Fly 
Hotline if you sus-
pect anything,” she 
said.

For more informa-
tion visit fruitfly.
sa.gov.au or call the 
Fruit Fly Hotline on 
1300 666 010.

Outbreaks 
prompt a 
warning on 
apricots

Summer fruit fly campaign steps up

SA Primary 
Industries 
Minister, 
Clare 
Scriven 
(middle), 
spreading 
the fruit fly 
eradication 
message 
at last 
year’s 
Royal 
Adelaide 
Show with 
PIRSA 
staff. 
PHOTO: 
supplied

Two backyard finds in Monash...
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  Send your photos with captions to: 
 editor@murraypioneer.com.au  

and we’ll feature them on this page

ABOUT
I N  T H E  R I V E R L A N D

COMMUNITY DIARY

WEEKLY 
Guided tours of The Pines Historic House 
are held every Sunday at 2pm, at 18 Henry 
Street, Loxton. Gardens open seven days. 
Extra tour inquiries to Helen (0421 601 
903).
WEEKLY 
Barmera Theatre Art & Craft Gallery 
in the Bonney Theatre complex open for 
sales Tuesday to Friday 10am to 2pm, and 
Saturday 9:30am to 11:30. Inquiries to Ruth 
(0428 899 506).
WEEKLY 
Palms Bingo Club hold a bingo session 
every Tuesday at the Monash Club. Doors 
open at 11am and eyes down at 11.30am. 
Lunch and drinks available from the bar.
WEEKLY 
Every Monday, even long weekends, 1pm to 
4pm. Card and board games at Renmark 
Lutheran Church, 62 Seventeenth Street, 
Renmark. Phone Roz Frazer (8595 1560).
WEEKLY 
Line dancing at the Monash Club every 
Thursday, 11am to 2pm. Lunch and drinks 
available.

WEEKLY
The Berri Community Men’s Shed new 
open times are 9am to 1pm on Mondays 
and Thursdays. New members welcome. 
Inquiries phone 0428 215 114.
WEEKLY
Social badminton is played at the Barmera 
Recreation Centre every Thursday evening 
from 6.30pm to 8pm, and Tuesday mornings 
from 9am to 10.30am. Racquets are avail-
able and all welcome. For more information 
contact Judy (8588 8000).
WEEKLY
Barmera Lake Bonney Quilters meet every 
Wednesday 9am to 4pm at the Riverland 
Field Days site. Friendly group. All welcome, 
beginner or experienced. Contact 0438 837 
307.
WEEKLY 
Riverland Concert Brass Band. Monday 
nights 7pm to 8.30pm, except public holi-
days. 1 Verran Terrace, Berri. All musicians 
welcome.
WEEKLY
Loxton Historical Village is closed until fur-
ther notice. Apologies for any inconvenience.

WEEKLY
The Loxton Legacy Widow Group meet on 
the fourth Monday of the month at 10.30am 
at the Loxton RSL hall.
WEEKLY 
The Barmera Community Men’s Shed is 
open Monday and Thursday from 8am to 
12.30pm at the Bruce Oval. All men are wel-
come. Not open on public holidays.
WEEKLY 
Meet, Greet & Eat at Loxcare Community 
Hub, 13 Drabsch Street, Loxton, every Friday 
at 10am. Come and enjoy morning tea and a 
chat. For inquiries phone 8584 6954.
WEEKLY 
The SACWA Loxton District Branch meets 
every Thursday, from 10am-2pm, at its hall 
on Kokoda Terrace, Loxton. Come along and 
enjoy a cuppa, companionship and craft.
WEEKLY
Tea nights at Barmera RSL, Sturt Street, 
Barmera. Every Friday night, served from 
6pm. $15 for a two-course meal. For book-
ings contact Peter (0408 813 882).
WEEKLY 
Ukulele every Thursday during school 

terms, from 5.15pm to 6.45pm at the 
Monash Hall supper room. Inquiries to 
Margot (0407 796 508).
WEEKLY
Berri Seniors meet every Tuesday, 1pm 
to 4pm at the RSL Room, Cottage Homes 
while clubrooms are used for emergency 
flood use. Activities including bridge, cards, 
games, computer, socialise, afternoon tea/
coffee.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 & 22
Free Pondi workshops with Elders and artists 
at Riverland Youth Theatre, 4pm-6pm for 
First Nation children aged 8-16. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 & 24
Lord of the Rings big screen watch party at 
Riverland Youth Theatre, 5pm-8pm. Cost $5 
or $15 for a family, BYO food and drink. All 
ages welcome.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
U3A Riverland registration of activities and 
membership and enrolment day held in 
the clubrooms on Strawbridge Street, Berri 
between 9.30am and 12 noon. Nomination 
forms for election on the U3A management 
committee for 2023 available for collection.

A guide to what’s on in the Riverland and Northern Mallee for community non-profit events. Email: 
editor@murraypioneer.com.au with an event description in 30 words or less.

Riverland-based 
MLC Nicola 
Centofanti 
(centre) and 
Labor Mawson 
MP Leon Bignell 
(third from 
right) visited 
Calperum 
Station recently 
when a number 
of the station’s 
rangers 
received their 
Certificate IV in 
Leadership and 
Management 
qualification 
(pictured below). 
PHOTOS: Hugh 
Schuitemaker

Citrus-
inspired 
artwork 
by year 2 
students are 
among the 
many pieces 
of colourful 
artwork 
currently 
on display 
at the Rain 
Moth 
Gallery. 
Pictured is 
exhibition 
co-ordinator 
Karen 
Richardson.

STUDENT 
ART: 

Rachael 
Thompson 

enjoyed 
visiting the 
Rain Moth 
Gallery in 
Waikerie 
with her 
children, 

viewing a 
Riverland 

student 
art 

exhibition. 
PHOTOS: 
supplied

Year 6 
graduate Laila 
Kelly (second 
from right), 
from Kingston-
On-Murray 
Primary 
School, was 
recently 
awarded the 
MP School 
Award by 
Chaffey MP 
Tim Whetstone 
(left). They are 
pictured with 
Laila’s parents 
Amy and Mick. 
PHOTO: supplied

FLOODFEST: Members of the public joined together for 
the Our Town Berri FloodFest event opening day recently, 

including volunteers from Berri Regional Secondary College 
Nikki, Cameron and Cohen. PHOTO: Facebook
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MEET THE TEAM
Meet Glenda, Elise, Paul and Caitlin at The Murray 
Pioneer, who can help your business grow through 
our print and online mediums.

GLENDA | 8586 8000 
glenda.malinovski@murraypioneer.com.au

ELISE | 8586 8000 
elise.christopher@murraypioneer.com.au

PAUL | 8541 2060 
paul.mccormick@murraypioneer.com.au

CAITLIN | 0423 918 207 
caitlin.bruce@murraypioneer.com.au

Renmark | Glenda

Berri | Elise

Waikerie | Paul

Loxton | Caitlin 

Fire scene 
helped by 
farmers
QUICK thinking by 
several  members of 
the local farming com-
munity prevented a 
grass fire from spread-
ing at Paisley, north of 
Blanchetown, recently.

Waikerie CFS Captain 
Shaun Arnold said 10 
hectares of grassland 
was burnt in the blaze 
at the gypsum mining 
property.

“The fire was in low-
lying spear grass, ena-
bling it to burn fairly 
quickly,” he said.  

Mr Arnold said a farm 
fire unit from a nearby 
poultry property helped 
prevent the fire from 
spreading to the road.

He said another pri-
va te  company  a l so 
assisted the CFS by giv-
ing the unit access to a 
4000-litre water tanker.

“The bigger  CFS 
units went up to the 
nearby chook farms to 
fill up, but the smaller 
units were able to use 
this tank, which saved 
t i m e ,”  M r  A r n o l d 
explained.

“They brought that 
up so we could access 
water out of it. 

“It is good that peo-
ple jump in to help if 
they can, even if it is 
not by fighting the fire, 
but bringing up a water 
tank.”

C F S  u n i t s  f r o m 
Waikerie, Blanchetown 
and Cadell attended the 
scene.

Police said they could 
not determine the cause 
of the fire and did not 
consider it to be suspi-
cious.

- CHRISTINE WEBSTER

THE Waikerie Holiday Park is 
offering free pre-filled sandbags 
to communities in low-lying River 
Murray areas still bracing for the 
flood peak.

Edwards Group park support 
officer Catherine Hein said with the 
levees at the Waikerie caravan park 
holding, 2000 pre-filled sandbags 
were now available to help those 
still needing protection from rising 
waters.

The Department of Environment 
and Water’s date – released late 
last week – indicated areas such 

as Murray Bridge, Wellington, 
Meningie, Milang, Clayton Bay, 
Goolwa and Hindmarsh Island 
would experience their flood peak 
by about Friday.

Mrs Hein said the sandbags were 
“unspoilt and viable for others to 
use”, as they had been surrounded 
by a 300-metre by 2.4-metre levee 
that protected the holiday park dur-

ing the peak of the flood.
She said communities and indi-

viduals needing these should contact 
Waikerie Holiday Park to arrange 
pick-up.

“It is difficult to get a hold of 
sandbags right now, not to mention 
the time, labour and money they 
require,” Mrs Hein said.

“It took our crew of seven peo-
ple five days, a cement truck and 
108 tonnes of sand to fill these bags, 
which were used to protect our most 
critical assets.

“We want to pay-it-forward and 

donate these straight to those who 
need them now.

“We had a team of experts help-
ing us build the levee and a lot of 
community support with sandbag-
ging, but not everyone is in the same 
position as us.

“The river level is of great con-
cern for many communities and help 
is needed in protecting homes and 
livelihoods.”

The Edwards Group called on 
the Riverland community to inform 
those in need about the free pre-
filled sandbags.

INVESTIGATIONS are continuing 
into a serious crash near Loxton 
on Saturday night involving an SA 
Police Toyota Hilux and a car driv-
en by two French nationals.

Just after 11pm on emergency 

services responded to reports of 
a crash between the SAPOL 
vehicle and a Hyundai sedan on 
Bookpurnong Road, near Loxton.

The male driver of the sedan, a 
27-year-old French national and 

his female passenger, a 21-year-
old French national both sustained 
serious, but non-life-threatening 
injuries and were taken to the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital. They 
were in a stable condition.

The police driver, a 55-year-old 
man was taken to the Berri hospital 
for minor injuries, while his passen-
ger, a 42-year-old man, was taken to 
the Loxton hospital for minor inju-
ries. Both officers were released on 

Sunday. Bookpurnong Road was 
closed for several hours but reo-
pened just after 4am on Sunday.

“The circumstances of the crash 
are being investigated,” SA Police 
said.

Hyundai and police Hilux in Loxton crash

A 2.4-metre 
high levee 
stretching 

300-metres 
has 

protected 
the 

Waikerie 
Holiday 

Park from 
the River 

Murray 
flood, 
which 

peaked at 
Waikerie 

last week.
PHOTO: 

supplied

Waikerie park donates pre-filled sandbags

FLOOD-affected  River 
Murray livestock producers 
are being asked to provide 
Livestock SA with details of 
their fodder needs to assess 
the demand and co-ordinate 
donations.

The River Murray flood-
ing is causing major disrup-
tions for primary producers 

and limiting access to live-
stock grazing areas, creating 
feed shortages.

Livestock SA president 
Joe Keynes said these busi-
nesses require support now 

while they assess the sever-
ity of the flood impacts on 
their business and make 
plans for recovery.

“Livestock SA has been 
proud to support producers 
with fodder in the past as it 
eases the short-term burden 
and offers relief so produc-
ers can play for recovery,” 

he said.
Livestock SA is also seek-

ing fodder donations from 
producers to help those in 
need, with those able to 
donate encouraged to con-
tact Livestock SA or com-
plete the online form with 
the type of feed and vol-
ume they have available to 

donate. along with delivery 
options.

Call Livestock SA or 
complete the following 
online form if you require 
fodder (www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ZZTNDTH). 

For more information call 
Livestock SA on 8297 2299.

Flood EVENT

Livestock SA puts support offer out to flood-affected producers
Flood EVENT
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RESTAURANTS

Ph: 8582  1411
Riverview Drive, Berri

berrihotel.com.au

FO
21799

Gallard Group are your trusted Riverland 
Agents for JCB Agricultural Equipment!

w | gallardgroup.com.au
e  | spareparts@gallardgroup.com.au
t  | 08 8582 1671

8586 6008

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark

“Totally Dependable”
FO

21332

CALL US NOW!

Ph: 8586 4411
155, 14TH ST, RIEDEL LANE, RENMARK

FO
21

33
4

CONVEYANCING

CARAVAN PARK

MOBILITY ASSISTANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

ELECTRICIANSAGRICULTURE / HORTICULTURE

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

HARDWARE & TRADE SUPPLIERS

DENTIST
PEST CONTROL

MECHANIC

PASSENGER TRANSPORT

PAINTING & SUPPLIES

CLEANING SERVICES

W
Z10144

All Electrical Work • Domestic, Commercial & Industrial  
Solar Supply & Installation • Air Conditioning

Antenna Systems • Repairs & Installations
BLD: 154110   ABN: 60 472 028 584

It’s good to go to 
someone you know.

8582 2144 | Old Sturt Hwy, Berri

RIVERLANDSTEEL.COM.AU

BZ11316

57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  
admin@riverlandagri.com

ALLAN: 0499 980 148
MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

PH: 8586 6136

RZ11327

RIVERLAND

RENMARK: (08) 8586 6714
BERRI: (08) 8582 1500

"Why would you trust anybody else"

FO
21336 Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie

Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525

PROPERTY CONVEYANCERS

W
Z10175

130 Renmark Avenue

EXPERT BUG BUSTERS

Call (08) 8586 6982

FO
21335

DENTURE CLINIC
STEVE’S

DENTAL PROSTHETIST & TECHNICIAN

PH: (08) 8501 1187
EMERGENCY: 0426 950 334
steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

FO
21798

Book an appointment today on

11 Riverview Drive, Berri    
 obriens@obriens-solicitors.com.au

Buying or Selling?
a member of the  Lawyers Group

8582 1288 FO
21

63
5

(08) 8582 1844
Old Sturt Hwy, Berri   devilees.com.au

info.berri@devilees.com.au
FO21640AU35323

Phone  0466 897 115 0466 897 115     

Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Open: Monday - Tuesday by appointment   
Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5

For all your health care and mobility 
needs see Tracey today.

FO21806

Mobile: 0417 861 365
Email: wardpaint@outlook.com

Lic. BLD50608

W
Z1

02
57

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

Phone 8595 1677

 Get a quote today!
WORKS FOR YOU

261 Renmark Avenue
 admin@roeaire.com.auAU20858   BLD218440   PGE249003

RZ
11

47
2

THE PERFECT PLACE TO  
SPEND TIME AWAY!

(08) 8588 7164
59 Shueard Road, Cobdogla
cobdoglacaravanpark.com.au 

FO
21

33
3-

V2

For all your 
denture 
needs!

171 FIFTEENTH STREET, RENMARK

☎ 8586 6610

RZ11497

www.expressx.com.au
P A S S E N G E R  T R A N S P O R T

8213 6600
Passenger Transport

BZ
10

92
3-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
X T R A - C L E A N

8213 6600
Commercial Cleaning

BZ
10

92
5-

V3
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RESTAURANTS SHEDS

SECURITY SERVICES

VEHICLE RENTAL

TRANSPORT SERVICES

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

Contact Entegra shed designer 
Steve Lane to schedule a site visit

or visit www.entegra.com.au M
R1

79
8

2 McCoy St, Waikerie 
www.waikeriehotel.com

(08) 8541 2999W
Z10230

8583 5343

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

BZ11329

45 Shiell Rd, Berri
Mon to Sun: 7am - 10pm

bigrivergolfandcountryclub.com.au

OPEN 7 DAYS  
Breakfast  |  Lunch  |  Dinner

Reservations Appreciated
8582 3425

FO
21638

ADVERTISE  
YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE!

www.expressx.com.au
V E H I C L E  R E N T A L

8213 6600
Vehicle Rental

BZ
10

92
2-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
D E L I V E R E D

8213 6600 
Delivery and Courier Services 

BZ
10

92
4-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
S E C U R I T Y  S E R V I C E S

8213 6600
Security Services

BZ
10

93
0-

V3

RIVERLANDERS now have access to a 
new local outpatient service to reduce the 
risk of stroke in the community.

The first fortnightly clinic assessing 
and diagnosing transient ischaemic attacks 
(TIA), a medical episode that is a warning 
sign a stroke may be imminent, took place 
at the Riverland General Hospital (RGH) in 
Berri late last year, and was the first of its 
kind in regional SA.

TIA clinic user, Berri’s David Campain, 
said his appointment was “close to home 
and convenient”.

“My wife and I were grateful we didn’t 
have to travel to Adelaide to access this ser-
vice,” he said.

“This kind of follow-up care is important 
to reducing the risk of stroke and it gave me 
peace of mind to receive care at a special-
ised service in the Riverland.

“It’s great to see services like this avail-
able in the community and to be able to 
avoid the long journey to Adelaide for med-
ical apportionments.”

At the clinic, doctors and a nurse assess 
patients locally, with a neurologist from 
the Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
(CALHN) taking part via telehealth and the 
local South Australian Medical Imaging 
service at RGH facilitating neuroimaging.

CALHN neurologist and rural clinical 
advisor on strokes, Dr Craig Kurunawai, 
said the clinic was an “important resource 
for the Riverland community”.

“The Berri TIA clinic model will be of 
a similar service to patients as the clinic at 
the Royal Adelaide Hospital, but it will be 
at a local regional hospital, with local clini-
cians assessing patients in addition to dedi-

cated neurology specialist input,” he said.
“It is a huge advantage for residents to 

have access to this service close to their 
home, and it is envisaged that this may 
assist in reducing the pressure on local 
hospitals by avoiding future admissions, 
through a safe alternate pathway for emer-
gency departments.  

“The clinic will also help serve local gen-
eral practitioners who wish to refer their 
respective patients that meet the TIA clinic 
criteria.”

Riverland Mallee Coorong Local 
Health Network (RMCLHN) CEO Wayne 
Champion said the RGH’s partnership with 
CALHN neurology experts would help 
offer the “vital health service to the com-
munity”.

“The new TIA clinic will significantly 
benefit the Riverland community and allow 
residents to have access to a potentially life-
saving service at their doorstep,” he said.

“As chair of the statewide Telestroke 
Oversight Committee, I see this is an 
important first step in making TIA clin-
ics available in regional health services 
throughout South Australia.”

People who have presented at the RGH 
with TIA or neurological symptoms are eli-
gible to be seen in the new clinic. 

Referrals will continue to be made to the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital TIA clinic for tri-
aging; prior to scheduling attendance at the 
local RGH TIA clinic. 

The service will add to the existing sup-
port available through the SA Telestroke 
Service, which provides 24/7 expert neu-
rologist clinical support.

Berri 
resident 
David 
Campain 
was one 
of the 
first users 
of a new 
fortnightly 
stroke 
prevention 
clinic 
at the 
Riverland 
General 
Hospital. 
PHOTO: 
Josh Brine

Stroke prevention clinic just 
what the doctor ordered

THE LGA has praised the efforts of River 
Murray councils in the Riverland and 
Murraylands in dealing the current flood.

The Local Government Association of 
SA, which represents the state’s councils, 
says the local trio have played “an integral 
role” in preparing for and responding to the 
emergency.

“The local government sector has been 
active right throughout this crisis to sup-
port affected residents and businesses,” said 
LGA SA president, Dean Johnson.

“Councils have carried out many impor-
tant tasks including collaborating with key 
emergency management team stakeholders; 
managing road and land closures; undertak-
ing levee remediation and regular ongoing 
monitoring; managing storm water impacts 
and amplifying emergency services messag-
ing, amongst other activities.

“This is in addition to ensuring essentials 

have been maintained where possible.”
Over 25 councils and regional LGAs 

have provided direct support to affected 
Riverland and Murraylands councils and 
the State Emergency Service (SES) to date.

Mr Johnson said the LGA had also 
played an active role throughout the emer-
gency, “representing the views of the 
impacted councils and the broader sector in 
State Emergency Centre briefings, facilitat-
ing resource sharing and holding relevant 
information sessions with impacted coun-
cils on key challenges”.

The LGA welcomed the additional 
$126m of joint state and federal funding, 
announced last week, to aid the SA flood 
effort.

LGA praises its flood-hit councils
Flood EVENT

It’s great to see services like this available in the 
community and to be able to avoid the long journey 
to Adelaide for medical appointments...

- TIA clinic user David Campain
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11 TO TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

5:055:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 
Reef School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Hard Quiz
8:30 TBA
10:15 Doctor Who
11:05 Death In Paradise
12:05 Killing Eve
12:45 The Trip To Greece
1:15 ABC News Update
1:20 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm
 

 

5:055:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 
Reef School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
8:15 Live At The Apollo
9:00 Melbourne Comedy Festival
10:05 The Set - Cosmo’s Midnight
11:35 Would I Lie To You?
12:05 Staged
12:30 Bliss
12:50 TBA
1:40 Fleabag
2:00 QI
2:35 ABC News Update
2:40 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:00 
Peppa Pig; 5:05 Octonauts And The 
Caves Of Sac Actun
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 You Can’t Ask That
8:30 TBA
9:20 Louis Theroux’s Altered States
10:20 Return To Belsen
11:10 Attenborough And The Em-
pire Of The Ants
12:05 Long Lost Family
12:50 George Clarke’s Amazing 
Spaces
1:40 ABC News Update
1:45 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm 

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:00 
Peppa Pig; 5:10 Octonauts; 5:20 Hey 
Duggee; 5:30 Ginger And The Vege-
saurs; 5:35 Do, Re & Mi; 5:45 Kiri and 
Lou; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 David Attenborough’s Rise Of Animals
8:30 Long Lost Family
9:20 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces
10:05 Australia Remastered
11:00 TBA
11:50 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
12:10 Veneno
1:05 Return To Belsen
1:55 ABC News Update
2:00 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:00 
Peppa Pig; 5:10 Octonauts; 5:20 Hey 
Duggee; 5:30 Ginger And The Vege-
saurs; 5:35 Do, Re & Mi; 5:45 Kiri and 
Lou; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Would I Lie To You?
8:30 The Trip To Greece
9:00 Staged Outtakes
9:25 Bliss
9:55 Fleabag
10:20 QI
10:50 Friday Night Dinner
11:20 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay
11:40 Black Comedy
12:10 Penn And Teller
12:50 Whose Line Is It Anyway?

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show 
Summer Series; 11:30 Seven Morning 
News; 12:00 Kissin’ Cousins; 2:00 Aus-
tralia’s Deadliest; 2:30 Beach Cops; 
3:00 The Chase; 4:00 Seven News At 
4; 5:00 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Better Homes And Gardens 
Summer
8:30 Lord Of The Rings - The 
Return Of The
12:30 The Good Doctor
1:30 Harry’s Practice
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 Million Dollar Minute
5:00 NBC Today

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Weekend Sun-
rise; 10:00 The Morning Show Summer 
Series; 11:00 Border Security - Aus-
tralia’s Front Line; 11:30 Seven’s Horse 
Racing; 5:00 Seven News Adelaide; 
5:30 Border Security - Australia’s Front 
Line
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Border Security - Australia’s 
Front Line
7:30 Dumbo
9:50 Long Kiss Goodnight
12:20 The Good Doctor
1:20 Travel Oz
2:00 TBA
4:00 Get Clever
4:30 Get Arty
5:00 My Greek Odyssey

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Weekend Sun-
rise; 10:00 The Morning Show Summer 
Series; 12:00 Better Homes And Gar-
dens; 1:00 Big Bash League Cricket; 
4:30 Border Security; 5:00 Seven News 
Adelaide; 5:30 South Aussie With Cosi
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 7NEWS Spotlight
11:30 World’s Most Shocking Emer-
gency Calls
12:30 2023 Santos Tour Down 
Under
1:30 RSPCA Animal Rescue
2:00 TBA
3:30 Million Dollar Minute
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show; 
11:30 Seven Morning News; 12:00 
2023 Santos Tour Down Under; 2:30 
Beach Cops; 3:00 The Chase; 4:00 
Seven News At 4; 5:00 The Chase 
Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 The Spin
11:00 Unbelievable Moments 
Caught On Camera
12:00 2023 Santos Tour Down 
Under
1:00 RSPCA Animal Rescue
1:30 Harry’s Practice
2:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show; 
11:30 Seven Morning News; 12:00 
2023 Santos Tour Down Under; 3:00 
The Chase; 4:00 Seven News At 4; 
5:00 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 Death Row - Countdown To 
Execution
11:30 2023 Santos Tour Down 
Under
12:30 The Good Doctor
1:30 RSPCA Animal Rescue
2:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Charm Of Love; 1:50 Garden Gurus 
Moments; 2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tipping 
Point; 4:00 Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 
Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 For The Love Of Pets
8:30 Jack Reacher
11:00 Council Of Dads
11:50 Tipping Point
12:40 It’s All Greek To Me
1:05 The Garden Gurus Best Of
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Take Two
5:30 Skippy - The Bush Kangaroo 

6:00 Drive Tv; 6:30 A Current Affair; 
7:00 Weekend Today; 10:00 Today 
Extra Summer; 12:00 For The Love Of 
Pets; 1:00 Explore; 1:10 Mr Holland’s 
Opus; 4:00 Bondi Vet; 5:00 Nine News; 
5:30 Country House Hunters Australia
6:00 Nine News Saturday
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Miss Congeniality 2 - Armed 
And Fabulous
21:50 Two Weeks Notice
11:50 Unsane
1:35 Outdoors Indoors
2:00 The Incredible Journey 
Presents
2:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
5:30 Helping Hands

 

6:00 Drive Tv; 6:30 A Current Affair; 
7:00 Weekend Today; 10:00 Surfing 
Australia Tv; 10:30 Take Me Home; 
11:30 Arctic Vets; 12:00 Great Bar-
rier Reef; 1:00 Housesitter; 3:00 Great 
Getaways; 4:00 Bondi Vet; 5:00 Nine 
News; 5:30 Hello Sa
6:00 Nine News Sunday
7:00 60 Minutes
8:00 Mcenroe
10:10 The First 48
11:00 Manhunt
11:50 Law & Order
12:40 Drive Tv 
1:05 Surfing Australia Tv
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 Take Two
5:00 Today

6:00 Today; 9:30 Australian Open Ten-
nis
6:00 Nine News
7:00 Australian Open Tennis - Night
11:30 New Amsterdam
12:30 Family Law
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 Nine News Early Edition
5:00 Today
  

 

6:00 Today; 9:30 Australian Open Ten-
nis
6:00 Nine News
7:00 Australian Open Tennis
11:30 New Amsterdam
12:30 Family Law
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 Nine News Early Edition
5:00 Today
 

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 7:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 8:30 
Entertainment Tonight Encore; 9:00 
Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 10; 
12:00 10 News First: Midday; 1:00 Dr 
Phil; 2:00 Jamie’s Ultimate Veg; 3:00 
Entertainment Tonight; 3:30 Judge 
Judy; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold 
& The Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Graham Norton Show 
Encore
8:30 The Graham Norton Show
9:30 Just For Laughs Australia
10:00 Just For Laughs Uncut
10:30 Steph Tisdell - Identity Steft
11:30 The Project Encore
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen Colbert 

6:00 Reel Action; 6:30 Leading The 
Way With Dr. Michael Youssef; 7:00 
Freshly Picked With Simon Toohey; 
7:30 Escape Fishing With ET; 8:00 Ex-
ploring Off The Grid; 8:30 What’s Up 
Down Under; 9:00 Everyday Gourmet 
With Justine Schofield; 9:30 Good Chef 
Bad Chef; 10:00 Studio 10: Saturday; 
12:00 Cook It With Luke; 12:30 Well 
Traveller; 1:00 The Offroad Adventure 
Show; 2:00 All 4 Adventure; 3:00 p Pat 
Callinan’s 4x4 Adventures; 4:00 Farm 
To Fork; 4:30 Taste Of Australia With 
Hayden Quinn; 5:00 10 News First
6:00 Bondi Rescue
6:30 Jamie Oliver - Together
7:30 NCIS
8:30 FBI
10:30 NCIS - Hawaii Encore
11:30 NCIS

6:00 Mass For You At Home; 6:30 Turn-
ing Point With David Jeremiah; 7:00 
Joseph Prince; 7:30 Joel Osteen; 8:00 
Luca’s Key Ingredient; 8:30 Freshly 
Picked With Simon Toohey; 9:00 Des-
tination Dessert; 9:30 Everyday Gour-
met With JustineSchofield; 10:00 Stu-
dio 10; 12:00 The Bachelors Australia 
Encore; 1:40 My Market Kitchen; 2:00 
Waltzing Jimeoin; 2:30 Exploring Off 
The Grid; 3:00 Pat Callinan’s 4x4 Ad-
ventures; 4:00 All 4 Adventure; 5:00 10 
News First
6:30 The Sunday Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
8:40 NCIS
9:40 FBI
12:30 The Sunday Project Encore
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 
7:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Eve-
ryday Gourmet With JustineSchofield; 
8:30 Entertainment Tonight Encore; 
9:00 Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & 
The Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 
10; 12:00 10 News First; 1:00 Dr Phil; 
2:00 The Bachelors Australia Encore; 
3:10 Entertainment Tonight; 3:30 Judge 
Judy; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold 
& The Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
8:45 Ghosts
9:15 FBI
11:15 The Project Encore
12:15 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:00 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 
7:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Eve-
ryday Gourmet With JustineSchofield; 
8:30 Entertainment Tonight Encore; 
9:00 Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & 
The Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 
10; 12:00 10 News First; 1:00 Dr Phil; 
2:00 The Bachelors Australia Encore; 
3:15 Entertainment Tonight; 3:30 Judge 
Judy; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold 
& The Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
9:00 NCIS 
11:00 The Project Encore
12:00 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:00 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Death In Paradise
8:30 TBA
9:20 Crazy Fun Park
10:15 Killing Eve
10:55 Veneno
11:50 TBA
2:05 ABC News Update
2:10 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

 

5:055:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 
Buddi; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 
Reef School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 QI
8:30 Penn And Teller
9:15 Gruen
9:50 Shaun Micallef’s MAD AS HELL
10:25 Doctor Who
11:10 Would I Lie To You?
11:40 Live At The Apollo
12:25 Louis Theroux’s Altered 
States
1:30 Friday Night Dinner
1:55 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay
2:15 ABC News Update
2:20 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show 
Summer Series; 11:30 Seven Morning 
News; 12:00 Nancy Drew And The Hid-
den Staircase; 2:00 Australia’s Deadli-
est; 2:30 Beach Cops; 3:00 The Chase; 
4:00 Seven News At 4; 5:00 The Chase 
Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
11:00 Crime Investigation Australia
12:30 Australia’s Amazing Homes
1:30 Harry’s Practice
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show 
Summer Series; 11:30 Seven Morning 
News; 12:00 Harry And Meghan - Be-
coming Royal; 2:00 Motorbike Cops; 
2:30 Beach Cops; 3:00 The Chase; 
4:00 Seven News At 4; 5:00 The Chase 
Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 Ambulance  - Code Red
11:30 How To Look Good Naked
12:30 Ice
2:30 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Summer; 
11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 Un-
dercover Blues; 1:50 Talking Honey; 
2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tipping Point; 4:00 
Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 Nine’s After-
noon News
6:00 Nine News 
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Tennis Plays For Peace
10:00 Hot Pursuit
11:45 The Thing About Pam
12:35 Tipping Point
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today
  
 

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Escape To The Chateau; 1:00 Dream 
Listing Byron Bay; 2:00 Pointless; 3:00 
Tipping Point; 4:00 Millionaire Hot Seat; 
5:00 Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Great Getaways
8:30 Paramedics
9:30 Casualty 24/7
11:30 Emergency Call
11:20 Pure Genius
12:10 Tipping Point
1:00 Our State On A Plate
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today 

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 7:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 8:30 
Entertainment Tonight Encore; 9:00 
Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 10; 
12:00 10 News First: Midday; 1:00 Dr 
Phil; 2:00 The Bachelors Australia En-
core; 3:30 Judge Judy; 4:00 Farm To 
Fork; 4:30 The Bold & The Beautiful; 
5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
9:10 Fire Country
10:10 Bull
12:00 The Project Encore
1:00 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
2:00 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 7:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 8:30 
Entertainment Tonight Encore; 9:00 
Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 10; 
12:00 10 News First: Midday; 1:00 Dr 
Phil; 2:00 The Bachelors Australia En-
core; 3:40 Entertainment Tonight; 4:00 
Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 Ambulance Australia
8:30 Law & Order
9:30 The Murder Of Grace Millane
10:30 NCIS
11:30 The Project Encore
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping

5:00  World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Going Places With Ernie Dingo; 
10:30 Tennis 2023; 4:30 Letters And 
Numbers; 5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
8:35 Britain’s Beautiful Rivers 
8:30 Britain’s Secret Islands
9:25 Tokyo Vice
10:35 SBS World News Late
11:05 Dignity
12:00 The Night Manager
12:55 Shadow Lines
3:25 The Late Session
4:25 Going Places With Ernie Dingo
4:55 Destination Flavour - Japan

5:00  World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Going Places With Ernie Dingo; 
10:30 Tennis 2023; 4:30 Letters And 
Numbers; 5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 World’s Most Scenic Railway 
Journeys 
8:30 Our Law
9:40 War Of The Worlds 
10:35 SBS World News Late 
11:05 L’Opera
11:55 An Ordinary Woman
3:55 Filthy Rich And Homeless
4:50 Destination Flavour - Japan

5:00  World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 25 Tracks; 11:05 Great Canal 
Journeys; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 NEWS; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 
2:00 The World’s Greatest Palaces; 
2:55 Great Asian Railways Journeys; 
4:05 Jeopardy!; 4:30 Letters And Num-
bers; 5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind 
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Engineering Reborn
8:30 Inside Central Station
9:25 How To Build A Nuclear Power 
Station
10:35 SBS World News Late
11:05 Gomorrah
1:50 The Kimberley Cruise: The Full 
Journey

5:00 World News; 9:00 Blue Water Sa-
fari; 10:00 Cook Up With Adam Liaw Bi-
tesize; 10:05 Love your Garden; 11:30 
Paul O’grady For The Love Of Dogs; 
12:00 BBC News at Ten; 12:30 Surf Life 
Saving Iron Series Maroubra; 2:30 ABC 
World News Tonight with David Muir; 
3:00 ISU Figure Skating Highlights; 
4:00 Europe’s Greatest Train Journeys; 
5:00 Motor Sport
6:00  Great British Railway Jour-
neys
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Extreme Railway Journeys
8:30 Legendary Castles
9:30 Britain By Beach
10:25 Great Escapes With Morgan 
Freeman
11:15 The Keeper
1:25 The Chocolate Factory

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:05 Blue Water 
Safari; 10:00 Love Your Garden; 11:00 
Paul O’grady For The Love Of Dogs - 
India; 12:00 APAC Weekly; 12:30 Surf 
Life Saving Iron Series Maroubra; 
1:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 3:00 ISU Figure Skating 
Highlights; 5:00 Cycling Road National 
Championships 2023; 5:00 Motor Sport 
- Dakar Rally 2023
6:00 Great British Railway Journeys
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Megastructures Of Genius
8:30 Nazca Desert Mystery
9:30 Pompeii - Sin City
11:00 Serena Vs The Umpire
10:00 Travel Man’s Greatest Trips
1:50 How Mad Are You?

5:00 World News; 9:00 Destination 
Flavour China Bitesize; 9:15 Peer To 
Peer; 10:15 Beyond The Beaten Path; 
11:10 Great Canal Journeys; 12:05 
BBC Weekend News; 12:30 ABC 
World News Tonight with David Muir; 
1:00 Al Jazeera News Hour; 2:00 Cook 
Up With Adam Liaw Bitesize; 2:05 The 
World’s Greatest Palaces; 14:55 Great 
Asian Railways Journeys; 4:05 Jeop-
ardy!; 4:30 Letters And Numbers; 5:00 
Motor Sport - Dakar Rally 2023
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Michael Mosley’s Health 
Intervention
8:30 Heritage Rescue
9:30 Secrets Of Playboy
10:20 SBS World News Late
10:50 Reunions

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:05 Peer To Peer; 
10:05 Beyond The Beaten Path; 11:05 
Great Canal Journeys; 12:00 BBC 
News at Ten; 12:30 ABC World News 
Tonight with David Muir; 1:00 PBS 
NewsHour; 2:00 Cook Up With Adam 
Liaw Bitesize; 2:05 The World’s Great-
est Palaces; 2:55 Great Asian Railways 
Journeys; 4:05 Who Do You Think You 
Are?; 5:05 Jeopardy!; 5:30 Letters And 
Numbers
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Who Do You Think You Are?
8:30 This Is Joan Collins
10:20 SBS World News Late 
10:50 Cheyenne & Lola
11:55 Unit One
4:10 Destination Flavour China

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings 10:00 Searching For Super-
human; 11:05 Australia Remastered; 
12:00 ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Les 
Miserables; 2:00 London Zoo; 2:45 
Back Roads; 3:15 Gardening Australia; 
4:15 Long Lost Family; 5:00 Australian 
Story; 5:25 Hard Quiz; 5:55 Old Peo-
ple’s Home For 4 Year Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 TBA
8:25 Endeavour
9:55 The Accident
10:45 ABC Late News
11:00 Us
12:05 Unforgotten
12:50 rage

6:00 rage; 7:00 Weekend Breakfast; 
9:00 rage; 10:30 rage Guest Program-
mer; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 12:30 
Endeavour; 2:00 Midsomer Murders; 
3:30 Death In Paradise; 4:30 Going 
Country; 5:25 Australia’s Favourite 
Tree
6:30 Nigella’s Cook, Eat, Repeat
7:00 ABC News 
7:30 TBA
8:30 Midsomer Murders
10:00 Unforgotten
10:50 A Life In Ten Pictures
11:40 rage Guest Programmer
5:00 rage

6:00 rage; 7:00 Weekend Breakfast; 
10:00 Offsiders - Summer Series; 10:30 
Australia’s Remote Islands; 11:00 Com-
pass; 11:30 Songs Of Praise; 12:00 
ABC News At Noon; 12:30 Landline; 
1:00 Movin’ To The Country; 1:30 Mon-
ty Don’s American Gardens; 2:30 Call 
The Midwife; 3:30 Victoria; 4:15 Grand 
Designs; 5:05 TBA
6:00 Antiques Roadshow
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Death In Paradise
8:30 Vera
10:00 Wreck
10:50 Operation Buffalo
11:45 Black Comedy
1:15 Les Miserables
2:15 Victoria
3:00 rage
4:00 Classic Countdown

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Muster Dogs; 11:00 
Antiques Roadshow; 12:00 ABC News 
At Noon; 1:00 Vera; 2:40 Back Roads; 
3:10 Gardening Australia; 4:10 Long 
Lost Family; 4:55 Australian Story; 5:25 
Hard Quiz; 5:55 Old People’s Home For 
Teenagers
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 Back Roads
8:30 Under Cover
9:30 A Life In Ten Pictures
10:25 Our Brain
11:20 ABC Late News
11:40 Midsomer Murders
1:10 The Trouble With Maggie Cole
1:55 Black Comedy
2:25 rage
4:00 One Plus One

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Kurt Fearnley’s One 
Plus One; 10:30 Dream Gardens; 
11:05 Aussie Inventions That Changed 
the World; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 
1:00 Father Brown; 1:45 Call The Mid-
wife; 2:45 Back Roads; 3:15 Gardening 
Australia; 4:10 Long Lost Family; 5:00 
Australian Story; 5:30 Hard Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 
Teenagers
7:00 ABC News 
7:30 7.30
8:00 Anh’s Brush With Fame
8:30 Love On The Spectrum
9:25 Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery
10:10 The Truth About Improving 
Your Mental Health
11:10 ABC Late News
11:30 The Accident

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Monty Don’s Ameri-
can Gardens; 11:00 Rick Stein’s Road 
to Mexico; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 
1:00 Stateless; 1:55 Agatha Raisin; 
2:45 Back Roads; 3:10 Gardening Aus-
tralia; 4:10 Long Lost Family; 5:00 Aus-
tralian Story; 5:30 Hard Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 4 Year Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 QI
8:30 Spicks And Specks
9:20 Utopia
9:45 Us
10:45 ABC Late News
11:00 TBA
12:00 Midsomer Murders
1:35 The Detectives
2:30 rage

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Back Roads; 10:30 
Gardening Australia Presents; 10:55 
The Great Australian Bee Challenge; 
12:00 ABC News At Noon; 1:00 State-
less; 1:55 Call The Midwife; 3:15 Gar-
dening Australia; 4:15 Long Lost Fam-
ily; 5:00 Australian Story; 5:30 Hard 
Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 4 Year Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 You Can’t Ask That
8:30 Grand Designs
9:20 A Life In Ten Pictures
10:10 Movin’ To The Country
10:45 ABC Late News
11:00 Love On The Spectrum
11:55 Top Of The Lake
2:00 rage
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ARIES (March 21st - April 20th)
A few hours spent by yourself will help you to have a better understanding of 
what it is that motivates you.  You need to make some important decisions 
about the future.  Romance.  A get-together with a person who admires you 
will help to give your confidence a boost.

TAURUS (April 21st - May 21st)
A chat with a close friend will clear up any uncertainty you may have about 
a forthcoming decision.  This person will help you to understand what has 
been going on in the back of your mind over the past few weeks. Romance.  
A dispute with your partner later in the week will be resolved if you stay calm.

GEMINI (May 22nd - June 21st)
A powerful aspect to Jupiter will give your luck a boost.  Use this opportunity 
to move ahead with a plan which has been stalled because you haven’t 
had the courage to make a move.  Romance.  A dream about meeting the 
person of your dreams will not bring this any closer to reality.  You need to 
start taking action.

CANCER (June 22nd - July 23rd)
A comment from a close friend will throw you for a while.  You may find that 
this person has a few other ideas which you haven’t heard before.  Be careful 
not to get too deeply involved.  Romance.  At times your partner may seem 
to be a little inflexible.  You will need to be very firm at times.

LEO (July 24th - August 23rd)
A powerful aspect to Jupiter will give your luck a boost.  Use this time to 
move ahead with a plan which has been stalled because you haven’t had 
the courage to make a move.  Now is the time to get started!  Romance.  A 
dream about meeting the person of your dreams will not bring this any closer 
to reality.  You need to start taking action.

VIRGO (August 24th - September 23rd)
This will be a good time to clear up any misunderstandings.  Your ability to 
communicate your ideas will be especially powerful at the beginning of the 
week.  Romance.  Don’t allow a friend whom you hardly known to influence 
an important decision.  This person may not have your best interests at heart.

LIBRA (September 24th - October 23rd)
A favourable aspect to Jupiter later in the week will help to make this a lucky 
week.  A risk which doesn’t seem worth taking at the time won’t disappoint 
you.  Romance.  Your partner has a much stronger hold over you than you 
realise.  At times it might be better if you were a little more assertive.

SCORPIO (October 24th - November 22nd)
A challenging aspect to Mars later in the week could make you a little tense 
at times.  Do your best to avoid getting into conflicts, especially with your 
boss!  Romance.  Your energy will help to push you forwards.  You need to 
take a few more risks in order to get your relationship the way you want it to 
be.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23rd - December 21st)
This will be an excellent time to gain a deeper understanding of the people 
around you.  Romance.  A person whom you meet on the way to work will be 
very curious about your life.  Don’t be afraid to get to know this person better 
– you will find that you enjoy their company.

CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 20th)
A comment from a friend whom you haven’t seen for some time may make 
you quite envious.  This person’s situation is not quite as rosy as it seems, 
however.  Romance.  A surprisingly frank comment from a friend may be just 
the tip of the iceberg.  Some very subtle questioning will help you to find out 
the whole story.

AQUARIUS (January 21st - February 19th)
A challenging aspect to Mercury right at the beginning of the week could 
lead to problems with communications.  Do your best to check any facts 
before you depend on them.  Romance.   Your dreamy mood will make this a 
very good time for a romantic outing.  Try to relax as much as possible.

PISCES (February 20th - March 20th)
An act of kindness to an animal will be rewarded.  This creature will not forget 
you and will help you in quite a different way later in the week.  Romance.  
You need the chance to get away from your day-to-day routine.  A short trip 
away from home with your partner will give you both a chance to recharge 
your batteries.

January 2022 Horoscopes: week 2

SUDOKU

Each number 
only appears 
once in each 
row, column 

and 3 x 3 box.

To solve a sudoku puzzle, fill the 
empty cells with the numbers 1 to 9 

3 9 8 

6 4 

1 7 6 3 

5 3 6 9 7 

6 5 

4 2 7 1 6 

8 5 6 2 

2 1 

6 1 7 

6 3 7 5 4 8 9 1 2 
8 5 9 2 7 1 4 3 6 
2 1 4 3 9 6 7 8 5 
1 7 5 4 6 9 8 2 3 
3 9 8 7 5 2 1 6 4 
4 2 6 8 1 3 5 7 9 
5 8 1 6 3 4 2 9 7 
7 6 2 9 8 5 3 4 1 
9 4 3 1 2 7 6 5 8 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 36

 No. 37

Level of  
Difficulty:  



3 9 8 

6 4 

1 7 6 3 

5 3 6 9 7 

6 5 

4 2 7 1 6 

8 5 6 2 

2 1 

6 1 7 

6 3 7 5 4 8 9 1 2 
8 5 9 2 7 1 4 3 6 
2 1 4 3 9 6 7 8 5 
1 7 5 4 6 9 8 2 3 
3 9 8 7 5 2 1 6 4 
4 2 6 8 1 3 5 7 9 
5 8 1 6 3 4 2 9 7 
7 6 2 9 8 5 3 4 1 
9 4 3 1 2 7 6 5 8 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 36

 No. 37

Level of  
Difficulty:  



No.410

Solution No. 409
Level of Difficulty:

Hard

A full range of crossword and sudoko magazines are available from the  
Loxton Newsagency East Terrace, Loxton - Phone 8584 7750

C
r
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r
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ACID
AGED
APRIL
ASIA
ASKED
ASKS
BITE
CANE
CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

COST
DAISY
DECAY
DESCRIPTIONS
DRINK
EATS
ENDS
ERASES
EXTEND
EYED

FOOD
GETS
HAPPEN
HENS
HINT
HOLSTER
HOTEL
IDLE
ILLUSTRATED
LAID

LAMB
LEAK
LIES
LINK
LION
LIPS
MARK
MIXES
NOTICED
ONLY

PARENTHESES
PART
PEAS
PEELS
PLAN
PRETTY
RAIL
RELATED
REST
ROCK
SEEM
SEES
SELF
SETS
SIMPLY
SKIED
SLIM
SUPER
TAXES
TERM
TEXT
UNITY

How many words can you find?

Last Week’s Solution

Word search

Simply contact the   
Murry Pioneer Office to sign up!
Eligible for kids up to 12 years of age  

8586 8000 
office@murrypioneer.com.au

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Don’t forget that if your name appears on the birthday list then you can pick up a voucher from the Murray Pioneer, 
for a FREE Wholemeal Crispy Chicken Snack Wrap, Apple Slices and 250mL Pop Tops™ Water Happy Meal®.
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BONUS 
QUESTION:

Which major British newspaper closed down 
for almost a year in 1978? Answer in next 
week’s Quiz.

1. Which band headlined the opening/rebranding of the 
London Dome/O2 in June 2007?

2. What part of Manhattan is named after a Dutch city 
famous for its tulip bulb trade?

3. Insurgents of what nation took part in the Easter 
Rising of 1916?

4. What Greek mythological horse sprang from the 
blood of Medusa?

5. What was disestablished as the state religion of 
Japan after WWII?

6. Who sang with James Taylor on hits Mockingbird 
and How Sweet It Is? 

7. At which ‘Field’ was Richard III’s fi nal battle?

8. Which country originated the motor scooter?

9. A mouflon is a Corsican wild species of what 
domesticated creature?

10. The removal of salt from brine to produce fresh water 
is commonly named what?

11. What was the German WWII air force called?

12. To what colour is the human eye most sensitive?

13. What is the width of a full size regulation snooker 
table in feet?

14. The majority of the Amazon Rainforest is contained 
within which country?

15. A shearwater is what type of creature?

16. What is the name of the US electric car manufacturer, 
founded in 2003, whose cars include the Model S and 
the Model X?

17. What is the capital of Kuwait?

18. People born on April 17th have which sign of the 
Zodiac?

19. Which European capital city lies on the River Vistula?

20. Siderodromophobia is the irrational fear of which 
mode of transport?

QUIZ MASTER
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TOM TRIFONOFF

Answers on 
page 28

quizthe

AS we start to pack away the decora-
tions, the tinsel on the trees, and the 
fairy lights for next Christmas, think 
of the joy and happiness they brought 
– not only to your family and loved 
ones, but to others who may not have 
been able to enjoy decorations last 
Christmas. 

To those many community groups 
and individuals who participated in 
the Waikerie Christmas Tree Trail 
event each year, thank you. You will 
be aware that the display will be taken 
down on Monday, January 16 from 
9am until 11am. Take care of your 
trees, as you now have just over nine 
months to think about how to deco-
rate the tree for this year’s event in 
November.

Throughout our state and beyond, 
eyes have been on the River Murray 
flood, with concerns for so many fami-
lies who have never seen it like this in 
the Riverland. Our thoughts are with 
those who will have months of repair 
and clean-up when that time comes. We 
are grateful to government for all the 
assistance they are providing to those in 
need. Riverland residents will be aware 
that Her Excellency the Honourable 
Frances Adamson AC, Governor of South 
Australia, visited the region prior to 
Christmas to share her concerns with 
the communities and appreciate the 
challenges that we have been enduring. 
She brought gifts of fruit cakes to be 
shared in the communities. I can say 
that it was with gratitude to receive one 
and an honour to share it in our com-
munity.

Well done and thank you to Yvette 
Kelly and her team for arranging flights 
over the River Murray in flood. Those 
who have had the opportunity to do so 
have expressed that it was both enjoy-
able and memorable.

There has been an influx of visitors to 
our region in the past couple of weeks 
and it will continue for quite a while I 
am sure. Several former residents living 
in the city and interstate have called 
to say they are coming to the region, 
and it is great to catch up with them for 
lunch or a cuppa at one of our cafes. 
The Waikerie Hotel has enjoyed sell-outs 
for lunches and dinners via the influx of 
those visitors.

Have you picked up your Adelaide 
Fringe magazine yet from your local 
Foodland store ? If not, get one soon, as 
there is so much in the magazine it will 
take a few afternoons to get through the 
pages and plan what you want to see. 
Adelaide Fringe opens February 17 and 
closes March 19. I haven’t gone through 
it all yet, but I noticed there is an event 
in Loxton, Waikerie, Chaffey Theatre and 
– if the flood is over – at Caudo’s. There 
is a huge selection at the Barossa, while 
Adelaide has 841 shows to choose 
from, including one of my favourites, 
WOMADelaide.

As the warmer weather hits, local 
swimming pools are getting busier, 
while water sports are prohibited dur-
ing the flood. More seniors are also 
using the pool to give them relief from 
discomfort with their various aches and 
pains.

Thought for the week:
“Enthusiasm is the baking powder 

of life. Without it you’re flat. With it you 
rise.”

- Maria Fontaine

KEEPING IN  
TOUCH WITH  
GWEN  
WEBBER

gwenwebber21@gmail.com

THE Waikerie District 
Council agreed to the 
community’s request during 
the 1920s to build a safe 
swimming area in the River 
Murray at Waikerie.

The project came into frui-
tion in about 1930. 

The facility included a 
wooden parapet enclosing an 
area for young people to play 
and learn to swim in, a bough 
shed covering a sand pit for 
little ones to play in, and 
changing rooms for men and 
women.

It was terraced and grassed, 
and a large old gum tree 
nearby was turned into a div-
ing tower.

Warm summer evenings 
saw townspeople flock to this 
spot, mothers often with food 
and drinks in a basket.

These were days when 
many families did not have a 
wireless or even a car.

The local brass band – 
always practising for competi-
tions against other Riverland 
towns or the Barossa – would 
often gather just outside the 
gates and hold its practice 
night.

Waikerie swimmers 
became state champions dur-
ing these years.

Our photo taken by a pho-
tographer from the Sunday 

Mail in 1937 shows Bill 
Renfrey and Art Pawson div-
ing while other swimmers 
watch.

The flood of 1956 
destroyed much of this and 
washed the diving tower 
away.

- Information supplied by 
Waikerie District Historical 

Society

Waikerie 
Swimming 
Club c.1930 
to 1956

Waikerie residents Bill Renfrey (top) and Art Pawson diving off 
the diving tower made from the old gum tree. 

PHOTO: Sunday Mail, 1937
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NEW YEAR
BUSINESS
CARD DEALS

START OUT THE NEW YEAR WITH PROFESSIONALLY 
PRINTED, FULL COLOUR DOUBLE SIDED BUSINESS CARDS

250250  CardsCards    $$4444.95.95

500500  CardsCards    $$5454.95.95

10001000  CardsCards    $$7474.95.95

Cards printed double sided in full colour process on 
350gsm Silk cardstock. 

Prices quoted for printing only. Artwork extra if 
required or supply your own.

Offer valid from Monday 9/1/2023 till Friday 3/2/2023.78-90 Ral Ral Avenue
Renmark SA 5341

P 08 8586 8080
E sales@jcirving.com.au

Cards printed double sided in full colour on 350gsm Silk cardstock. 
Prices quoted are for printing only - Artwork extra if required. Offer valid until Friday 3/2/2023.

Prices include GST

KINGSTON-On-Murray Primary School 
(KOMPS) students from all year levels last 
year joined with community members to 
bring colour to the town’s stobie poles.

Mike Smith, from the Moorook Kingston-
On-Murray Community Association, contact-
ed the school to see if students were inter-
ested in participating in a collaborative art 
project.

The project – run by KOMPS SSO Kerry 
Albrecht-Szabo – allowed students from 
reception to year 6 to contribute their paint-
ing skills during art lessons, giving the sto-
bie poles surrounding the school an artistic 
touch.

The school’s student representative coun-
cil (SRC) came up with ideas on how the sto-
bie poles could depict Kingston-On-Murray 
history, with some of the artwork displaying 
local native animals, town history and build-
ings, and paddle steamers.

Students were supported by Ms Albrecht-
Szabo, former principal and local artist Di 
Robertson, and pastoral care worker Brenton 
Poole.

Ms Albrecht-Szabo said the students enjoy 
being part of local projects that contribute to 
the local community, and recently planted 
trees along the riverfront, at Banrock Station 
and the road into Kingston-On-Murray.

Some of the stobie pole art from the 
collaborative project with the Moorook 

Kingston-On-Murray Community Association 
and KOMPS.

Students give town spark of colour

Kingston-On-Murray Primary School students who were involved in a stobie pole art project 
included Jaxson Mader (year 4), Max Albrecht (year 1), Austin McKinnon (year 3), William 

Albrecht (year 3) and Henry Hogg (year 1). PHOTOS: Facebook

HOUSEBOAT owners are among 
those who need to be on alert as 
water levels recede at an increased 
pace across the Riverland, a local 
council says.

The River Murray’s flood peak 
passed through Renmark and Paringa 
late last year, however local council 
CEO Tony Siviour says the drop is 
likely to accelerate this week, bring-
ing new challenge for the region.

“Based on the advice we have 
received from the Department for 
Environment and Water the pat-
terns and pace of the recession 
of river levels will increase this 
week,” Mr Siviour said.

“It is particularly important that 
houseboat owners are monitoring 
there boats as the water recedes to 

ensure they don’t get beached on 
the river bank.”

In assessing how his electorate 
had dealt with the flood, Chaffey 
MP Tim Whetstone described 
Renmark Paringa Council as an 
“exemplar”, due mainly to its work 
on local levees.

Mr Siviour said while the levees 
were holding up, council would 
continue its vigilance.

“Council continues to monitor 
our levee bank network on a daily 

basis,” he said.
“We are very satisfied with the 

performance of the network to 
date but until such time as all levee 
banks no longer have water against 
them the monitoring will continue 
to occur.”

To prevent backflow through 
its stormwater network, coun-
cil closed off all stormwater out-
lets and installed industrial-sized 
pumps across its towns. Mr Siviour 
said the pumps would gradually be 
decommissioned.

“As the community will appreci-
ate we have had to deploy approxi-
mately 30 large industrial diesel 
powered pumps to ensure flooding 
of the town did not occur in rain 
events,” he said.

“As the river level drops we will 
progressively decommission the 
pumps once the stormwater outlet 

is no longer compromised and can 
be unblocked.”

- PAUL MITCHELL

New challenges as water recedes

Flood EVENT

Renmark Paringa Council will look to decomission stormwater pumps 
across the district as river levels drop. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

With peak River Murray flows having passed through some Riverland towns, water has begun receding from inundated areas, such as Paringa’s Bert Dix Park. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Monday, January 23, 2023 
Big River Tavern, Berri at 6.30pm

The committee encourages interested  
community members to attend. For more information,  

please call Amelia Anspach on 0438 391 222

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETTING

BZ
12

05
9

POSITION VACANCY
IRRIGATION 

MAINTENANCE 
WORKER

The Renmark Irrigation Trust has a long 
and proud history of underpinning the 
wealth and wellbeing of the Renmark area 
by providing irrigation water and drainage 
services. The Trust is also committed to 
restoring local floodplains and is the first 
irrigation entity in Australia to receive the 
Alliance for Water Stewardship Platinum 
Certification, confirming the Trust’s status 
as a leader in water related practices.

The Trust is seeking an enthusiastic and 
flexible Irrigation Maintenance Worker. 
This position is a full-time position. You will 
enjoy maintaining and managing the day 
to day water delivery and drainage system 
infrastructure in Renmark.

Further information, including a Position 
Description, may be obtained by emailing: 
jobs@rit.org.au

Applications close Monday 30 January R
Z

11
92

8

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
Loxton Club at 3pm

All welcome 
Call Mandy Schwarz on 0408846124.

AGM to be held 

LZ
14

64
9

quizthe

answers
1. Bon Jovi 2.Harlem (after Haarlem) 
3.Ireland 4.Pegasus 5.Shinto 6.Carly 

Simon 7.Bosworth Field 8.Italy 9.Sheep 
10.Desalination 11.Luftwaffe 12.Green 13.6 
feet 14.Brazil 15.Bird 16.Tesla Motors Inc 

17.Kuwait City 18.Aries 19.Warsaw 20.Trains 

BONUS QUESTION ANSWER 
(from last week): The world’s population 

reached 8 billion in November 2022.

The Heart Foundation runs FREE local walking groups in your area —  
it’s a great way to have fun, meet new people and look after your health. 

Beginners are welcome. 

To join a free Heart Foundation Walking group,  
call 1300 36 27 87 or visit heartfoundation.org.au/walking

National sponsor State sponsor

Scorchers prompt sunburn plea
RIVERLAND parents and 
carers are being reminded of the 
risks of sun damage, amid an 
increase in young patients being 
admitted to hospital with severe 
sunburn in SA.

The  burns  un i t  a t  the 
Women’s  and  Chi ld ren’s 
Hospital has observed a spike 
in children needing to be treat-
ed for severe sunburns.

SA Health is advising par-
ents and carers to protect them-
selves and their children from 
the sun, particularly with tem-
peratures forecasted to exceed 

40C later this week.
“The majority of patients we 

treat for sunburn are often in a 
lot of pain and have first-degree 
burns, which require ongoing 
frequent painful dressing chang-
es,” said Linda Quinn, Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital burns 
advanced nurse consultant.

“Unfortunately, this means 
children miss out on many of 
the fun activities of the summer 
as they can no longer go swim-
ming or play at the beach due to 
the burns.

“The best protection is to 

avoid exposure to the sun dur-
ing the hottest part of the day 
between 10am and 4pm but 
whenever outdoors, an SPF30+ 
sunscreen should be applied to 
exposed skin. 

“Remember to protect ears, 
noses, lips, and the tops of feet 
which often go unprotected.

“Infants and young children 
have very sensitive skin and 
poor temperature control so can 
burn easily. 

“Babies less than 12 months 
of age should not be exposed to 
the sun at any time and they can 

even burn through light cloud 
cover.”

If a child does suffer mild 
sunburn, SA Health advises to 
keep their fluids up, give them a 
cool bath or shower, use a non-
irritant moisturiser, dress them 
in loose and light clothing and 
administer a mild pain relief 
like Panadol or Nurofen.

Medical attention should be 
sought immediately if a burn 
is badly blistered, the child is 
showing signs of dehydration or 
if the pain is unable to be man-
aged with mild pain relief.

RIVERLANDERS have 
been encouraged to turn 
excess  home-grown 
citrus fruit into a range 
of foods and drinks, in 
order to help minimise 
the risks of further fruit 
fly outbreaks. 

Berri  woman, and 
C o u n t r y  Wo m e n ’s 
Association Riverland 
member, Diana Daly, 
said home-grown citrus 
could be used to make 
sweets, sauces, spreads, 
snacks, juices and clean-
ing products.

“(Now) is a wonderful 
time to make the most 
of the seasonal citrus 
fruits that you may have 
an abundance of in your 
backyard,” she said. 

“One of  my cur-
rent favourite recipes is 
lemon marmalade.” 

P I R S A  f r u i t  f l y 
response general man-
ager Nick Secomb said 
avoiding the movement 
of fruit vulnerable to 
fruit fly was crucial, as 

the pest becomes more 
active in warmer temper-
atures. 

“Fruit  f ly spreads 
when people move fruit 
that has been stung and 
has eggs or maggots in 
it,” Mr Secomb said. 

“Common backyard 
citrus fruits that are at 
high risk from fruit fly 
now include grapefruits, 
cumquats, lemons, limes, 
mandarins, oranges and 
tangerines. 

“We all want to get 
back to sharing our 
fresh fruit but until that’s 
possible a good way to 
use up excess backyard 
fruit so that they can be 
shared is to cook them.” 

Ms Daly’s top 20 
ideas for using excess 
backyard citrus are: 
q  Lemon curd – 

makes a great gift or 
is handy to have in the 
fridge as a spread, or for 
baking 
q Dehydrated lemon 

or orange slices – an 

easy snack on the go, use 
in baking or dip in choc-
olate for a tasty treat 
q Baked lemon cake 

– perfect for afternoon 
tea 
q Home-made orange 

juice or citrus juice using 
a variety of fruits such as 
orange, lemon, and apple 
q Candied peels – for 

a snack, or add to muesli 
or a salad 
q Citrus syrup – use 

in a dessert, drink, or 
salad dressing 
q  Marma lade  – 

spread on toast or use in 
cooking 
q  Lemon bar ley 

water – a very refresh-
ing drink for spring and 
summer 
q Lemon ricotta driz-

zle cake – another great 
treat 
q  Lemon chutney – 

a delicious glaze, sand-
wich filling or sauce to 
go with your roast 
q  Orange cake, or 

orange and almond cake 

– a refreshing afternoon 
tea or dessert 
q Orange and grape-

fruit marmalade – use 
in a salad dressing, as a 
glaze or simply by itself 
on bread 
q  Freeze lime and 

lemon juice in an ice 
cube tray – so you 
always have fresh juice 
handy for cooking 
q  Lemon chicken – 

perfect served with rice 
and seasonal veg 
q  Lemon bliss balls 

– a great lunchbox snack 
q Orange lime sorbet 

– a refreshing dessert 
q  Lemon muffins – 

another great snack 
q  Kumquat jam – 

hard to buy at the shops, 
easy to make at home 
q Dark chocolate and 

orange (jaffa) rice pud-
ding – a rich and zesty 
dessert 
q  Homemade citrus 

multi-purpose cleaning 
spray – make a chemical 
free cleaning product 

LEMON MARMALADE 
INGREDIENTS 
500g lemons 
6 cups water 
1.5kg white sugar
METHOD 
q Cut ends off lemons, quar-
ter and slice each quarter 
thinly. Add sliced lemon and 
water together in a bowl and 
soak overnight. 
q The next day, put lemon 
and water into a very large 
stock pot or preserving pan 
and bring to boil for 10 min-
utes, or until peel softens. 
q Turn down heat, add sugar 
and stir until sugar is dis-
solved. 
q Boil rapidly for approxi-
mately 10-20 minutes until it 
is at set point, which is at a 
jelly consistency. 
q To test for set point, place 
another saucer in freezer. 
Once the saucer is cold, 
spoon a small amount of 
mixture on the frozen saucer, 
leave in freezer for two min-
utes then run finger through 
mix and it if wrinkles, it is 
ready. 
q Take pot of mixture off the 
heat and leave to sit for 10 
minutes, that will allow the 
fruit to distribute through mix-
ture. Pour into sterilized jars.

Use your citrus before fruit fly can
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An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Sales/Admin Assistant to join our 

team in a full-time position. 

The successful applicant will be the first point of contact for all customers, 

this position includes providing customers with tour information, taking 

tour booking information along with general administration/reception 

duties 
 The successful applicant must possess the following; great organisational 

skills, basic computer skills, pleasant and clear telephone manner and or 

relevant experience in a similar role. 

 
 

Competitive renumeration will be discussed with the successful applicant.  

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au with a resume or details of experience. 

Applications close 27.11.2020 

BuzBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and alcohol, random testing does take 

place. 

Sales/Admin  
Assistant 
Renmark Based 

 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Sales/Admin Assistant to join our 

team in a full-time position. 

The successful applicant will be the first point of contact for all customers, 

this position includes providing customers with tour information, taking 

tour booking information along with general administration/reception 

duties 
 The successful applicant must possess the following; great organisational 

skills, basic computer skills, pleasant and clear telephone manner and or 

relevant experience in a similar role. 

 
 

Competitive renumeration will be discussed with the successful applicant.  

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au with a resume or details of experience. 

Applications close 27.11.2020 

BuzBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and alcohol, random testing does take 

place. 

Sales/Admin  
Assistant 
Renmark Based 

We are looking for engaging, customer-focused 
people to join our team of drivers in Renmark. 

Looking for a customer service role with a twist?  
Do you have a MR or HR license?  

Do you have accreditation or prepared to obtain it?  
Then we would love to hear from you. 

Find out about training, career pathways and  
what a day in the life of a bus driver is.  

A rewarding career change for many, driving  
for BusBiz provides a community -focused job 

working for a local, Australian company. 

We are also looking for an energetic person with an 
eye for detail to join our team as a bus cleaner with 

duties also including general yard maintenance.

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au  
with a resume or details of experience.

BusBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and  
alcohol, random testing does take place.

DRIVE INTO A REWARDING  
CAREER WITH BUSBIZ!  

CASUAL SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS  
ARE REQUIRED FOR 2023. 
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RENMARK CHILDREN’S 
CENTRE INC

Integrated service offering 
long day childcare and preschool.

Relief and part time positions available for: 
QUALIFIED CHILDCARE EDUCATORS 

Certificate 3 or Diploma Level

Applications and resumes including contact 
details of three referees to be sent to: 
Director, Renmark Children’s Centre 

204 Eighteenth Street, Renmark 5341 
or by email 

dl.6541_leaders@schools.sa.edu.au

To be received by Friday 20 January 2023

RZ
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CORRECTIONAL OFFICER
Department for Correctional Services
Ongoing
Various Locations 
Vacancy No: 497334
$56,987 to $80,000 p.a. (CO2) 

For more information and how to apply 
visit: www.iworkfor.sa.gov.au 

Applications close: 28 February 2023 

IWORKFOR.SA.gov.au

W15016

GENERAL HAND & 
OPERATIONS SUPPORT

CASUAL - BERRI
ESSENTIAL CRITERIA
• South Australian Driver’s License & excellent driving history
• Reliable, punctual, professional, & well presented
• Possess or willing to obtain necessary employment clearances
• Excellent communication & problem-solving skills
• Honest, accountable & able to work in a diverse team
• Excellent work ethic and an outcome focused attitude
• Demonstrate the ability to work as part of a team & unsupervised
• Self-motivated with an exceptional eye for detail
• South Australian Driver Accreditation - or willing to obtain
• Prepared to clean, maintain & detail plant and equipment
• Must	be	physically	fit	and	willing	to	undertake	Medical	&	Eyesight 
Certificate

EXPRESSX is a diverse and dedicated service organisation, looking 
to recruit in Berri South Australia. The successful applicant will also 
be prepared to work weekends, after hours or public holidays 
when and where required. Hours of engagement will vary. 
Remuneration is paid in accordance with the relevant award, 
starting at $28.73 per hour casually engaged.

Email your expression of interest and resume to 
admin@expressx.com.au or contact us via phone 

on (08) 8213 6600 during business hours. 
Applications close 01.02.2023

PROFESSIONAL DRIVERS
RIVERLAND

ESSENTIAL CRITERIA
• South Australian Drivers Licence & excellent driving history
• South Australian Driver Accreditation - or willing to obtain
• Reliable, punctual, professional, & well presented
• Experienced with customer contact & customer service
• Possess or willing to obtain necessary employment clearances
• Excellent communication & problem-solving skills
• Honest, accountable & able to work in a diverse team
• Prepared to work over a seven-day rostering arrangement, or as 

required. School Run only positions are available.

Remuneration is hourly paid in accordance with the relevant 
award, commencing at level one, $28.73 per hour plus any award 
entitlements, casually engaged. The role encompasses varied 
services i.e., point to point transport, school bus & minibus transport, 
guided & non-guided tours, corporate transfers, airport & airfield 
transfer, as well as professional passenger transport for special 
events. Chauffeur plated, Limousine, specialty vehicle & bus classes 
of vehicle will be driven.

Email your expression of interest and resume to 
admin@expressx.com.au or contact us via phone 
on (08) 8213 6600 during business hours. Applications 

close 01.02.2023

February 2023 Start 
in Riverland towns. 

Approximately 10 weeks work 
transporting grapes to local wineries.

HC licence and limited experience 
necessary. Good equipment  

and good pay rates. 
Travelling people welcome.
Please call 0407 609 400.

TRUCK DRIVERS 
WANTED

BZ
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Our growing family business is currently seeking 
enthusiastic and dedicated full time and part 
time employees to add to our professional team.

The positions exist for positive, well organised team 
members who are able to work unsupervised or as 
part of a team.  

A current driver’s licence and DCSI clearance are 
essential.

If you would like the opportunity to become part 
of a close team working in an expanding industry 
both domestically and commercially, please reply 
including resume to:

info@riverlandpestmanagement.com.au
Director 
PO BOX 486, 
BERRI SA 5343
Applications close 25 January, 2023
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Wunkar Football and Netball Club Inc
A Grade football umpire wanted for  

the 2023 season
Generous remuneration offered for  

successful application
Contributions to travel expenses can be negotiable 

FREE WOOD OVEN PIZZA  
FOR EVERY HOME GAME

Please contact Brenton Henschke
0402 808 925

LZ
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CELLAR HAND
The management at Ral Ral Creek Wines are, 
at present, looking for a casual, grade 2+ 
cellar hand for unloading / loading tankers 
and other cellar work at a family-owned 
winery located in Monash.

Email resumes and cover letter to  
admin@ralralcreekwines.com.au 

attention Julie.

RZ
11

93
2

The Lions Club of Renmark  
would like to thank the public and 
sponsors for supporting their 2022  

Monster Christmas Raffle.
in aid of R.F.D.S.

SPONSORS
Mitre10 Renmark

Almondco
Woolworths
Rockmans

23rd Street Distillery
Chaffey Theatre

Tri-State Graphics
Dyer Family

Pat & Ivan Marschall
Dr. James McLeod

RAFFLE RESULTS
1st  Heidi Stanojevic
2nd  Frank Albanese
3rd  Mia Moylan
4th  Melissa Yard
5th  Pam Wheeler
6th  M. Pocock

RZ11933

We are expanding and looking for a chef 
or cook to join our team in the Riverland.

Grab & Go Food Express

Resumes and all enquiries to  
Grab & Go food exresss PTY LTD

Foodexpress19@hotmail.com  
OR 0416 122 559

This is a casual position, Monday – Friday 
from between 8.30-9.00am and finishing 
around 2.00pm each day. This role would be 
suitable for someone looking for work be-
tween school hours, with school holidays off. 

Required attributes for this role:
• Passion for cooking
• Proven track record in a commercial 

cooking environment
• Safe food handling certificate
• Excellent interpersonal and  

communication skills 
• Honesty, reliability and strong work  

ethic
• Working with children check
• Must be able to work unsupervised

BZ12070

Renmark

Join our
Buddy Bunyip
Birthday List

Simply contact the  
Murry Pioneer  

Office to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

PRINTDESIGN
COPY

8586 8080

Professional Graphic Design 
Commercial Printing  
and Copy Services

www.jcirving.com.au
Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark

Truck Drivers
• HC & MC Drivers required
• 2023 Grape Harvest
• Previous tipper experience preferred
• Permanent/Casual position may result 

for the right applicant
• Must have good attitude and work ethic

Please send Applications to  
info@aggtrans.com.au 

or contact Chris on 0419 800 160
or Peter on 0419 803 821
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DEATHS

COMMANE, Robert 
John. 

Born in Renmark on 
June 24, 1942.
Passed away on 
January 7, 2023,  

in Otunake,  
New Zealand. 

Loved son of Nell 
and Jack Commane 

(deceased). 
Brother of Mary 

and Rob O’Donnell 
(deceased),  

Joan and Kevin 
Trenwith 

(both deceased), 
Errol and Monica 

Commane. 
A very special uncle 
and great-uncle to 

nieces and nephews. 
Rob was a  

beautiful man.  
He was loved and 

respected by all. We 
will all miss him. But 
he is now reaping his 

eternal reward. 
Requiescat in pace.

FORMBY, John Harper.
Passed away 
peacefully at 

Melaleuca Nursing 
Home, Loxton with 

family by his side on 
Saturday, January 7, 

2023. 
Aged 82 years. 

Dearly loved husband 
of Lorraine for 56 

years. 
Adored father and 

father-in-law of  
Cathy and Greg,  
Julie and Kerry, 

Michael and Vanessa, 
Liz and Jon,  

Stephen and Selena, 
Matthew and Dani.
Dearest pop to 14 
grandchildren, 8 

great-grandchildren.
Forever in our hearts.

Rest in peace.

DEATHS

G E R M E I N ,  K e i t h 
Rodney.

Passed away 
peacefully at 

Riverland General 
Hospital, Berri on 

December 29, 
2022, with daughter, 
Belinda, by his side.
Beloved husband of 

Avis (deceased).
Aged 93 years.

Much-loved father 
of Peter, Penny and 

partner Sue,  
Belinda, and Sally.
Much-loved also 

by Domenico.
Grandfather of John, 

Kate, Summer, 
Hannah, Prue,  

Brooke, and their 
partners. 

Great-grandfather 
of Levi, Asher, Faith; 

Seth, Benji,  
Elijah, Imogen;  

and Ivy.

Now at peace.

Keith’s funeral service 
and burial were held 
on Tuesday, January 

10, 2023.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

GERMEIN, Keith.
With deep regret, 

the members of the 
Barmera Clay Target 

Club note the passing 
of our long-standing 

member.
We wish to pass on 
our condolences to 

Keith’s family.

DIAMOND  
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARY

GAMBLING, Brian and 
Wendy.

January 12, 2023. 
Congratulations on a 

milestone of 60 years. 
Best wishes from 

family and friends. 
May you have a  

great day. 

DEATHS

B E N N E T T,  M o r r i s 
Lynton.

Morris passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by family at the Berri 

hospital on January 6, 
2023.

Aged 88 years.
Much-loved husband 

and father to 
 Eileen, Kevin,  

Ron, Cathy, Kym,  
and partners. 

Loving poppa of 
Hayden, Ellen,  

Carly, Ryan,  
Todd, Jackson,  
Tom, Amanda,  

Aaron, Amy,  
Stacey, Dylan,  

and their partners.
Loved great-poppa of  

Brax, Hudson  
and Willow,  

Eddy and Ada,  
and Max.

A private cremation 
to be held with loved 

ones.
Sincere thanks to all 
the staff at the Berri 
hospital and Dr Paul 

Smith.
Forever in our hearts.
B R U N O ,  A n t o n i o 
(Tony).

Passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by his family at home 
on Friday, January 6, 

2023. 
Aged 83 years.
Loving Husband  

of Maria. 
Adored Father of 

Rosamarie and Pelle, 
Angela and Bill.

Cherished Nonno 
of Marco, Nicolas, 

Gabriella and Bianca.

Riposa in pace.

Funeral details will 
be advised in future 

edition.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

DEATHS

HONDOW, Kym.
Passed away 

peacefully at home  
on January 3, 2023. 

Aged 58 years.
Dearly loved son of 

John and Beryl  
(both deceased).

Loved brother and 
brother-in-law of 

Wayne and Elaine, 
Barrie and Allanah.

Uncle to Jessica, 
Robyn, Katie,  

Jordan and Vanessa.
Rest in peace.

KOTSIAS, Kyriakoula.
Passed away at St 
Basil’s Aged Care, 

Adelaide on Saturday, 
December 24, 2022.

Aged 89 years.
Loved wife 

of Panagiotis 
(deceased).

Rest in peace.
NITSCHKE, Colin.

Passed away 
peacefully after 

a short illness on 
Tuesday, December 

20, 2022. 
Aged 77 years.

Loved brother and 
great mate of  

Graham and Leona.
Much-loved uncle of 
Joanne and Bruce, 
Mike and Karen,  

and families.

Loving memories are 
ours to cherish. 

Now with his Lord  
and Saviour.

SANDER, Irene Mary 
(nee Danvers).

Passed away 
peacefully with family 
by her side at Mount 
Gambier hospital on 
Thursday, January 5, 

2023.
Aged 89 years.

Dearly loved wife of 
Bevin (deceased).
Loved mother of  
Paul, Vondi, Nita, 

Craig, Joff, and their 
families. 

Cherished  
grandma of 8. 
Loved great- 

grandma of 7.

Now reunited with 
loving husband, Bevin.
SANDER, Irene.

Passed away 
peacefully on  

January 5, 2023.
You will always hold 

a special place in my 
heart.

Loving memories will 
always keep you near.
Thank you, Aunty, for 
everything you have 

done for me. 
Now in God’s 

Heavenly home. 
Love Irene Lockyer.

DEATHS

TRIPNEY, Don.
The members, board 

and staff of the 
Renmark Irrigation 

Trust were saddened 
by the recent passing 

of Don Tripney.
We wish to 

acknowledge Don’s 
tireless commitment 

to the Renmark 
irrigation community 

throughout his 36 
years at the Trust.

He was admired for 
his knowledge and 

wisdom as well as his 
wonderful stories.

He will be missed by 
all.  

We wish to extend our 
sympathies to Don’s 

family.
W O O L D R I D G E , 
Ronald George Henry. 

Very much-loved 
brother to Beth.  

Uncle to Cindy, Rocca, 
Murray and Cazz. 

Great-uncle to  
Shania and Troy.

Forever in our hearts.

FUNERALS

FORMBY, John Harper.
Relatives and friends 
a r e  a d v i s e d  t h a t 
John’s funeral service 
will be conducted at 
St Albert’s Catholic 
Church,  Loxton on 
Saturday, January 14, 
2023 at 10am. 
J o h n ’ s  f u n e r a l 
service will be live-
streamed.  The link 
will be published on our 
Facebook page.
After the service, the 
cortege will proceed 
to the Loxton Lawn 
C e m ete r y  fo r  th e 
committal.

FUNERALS

HONDOW, Kym.
Relatives and friends 
are advised that Kym’s 
funeral service will 
be conducted at The 
Pines, 18 Henry St, 
Loxton on Thursday, 
January 12, 2023 at 
10:30am.
Af ter  the  ser v ice, 
Kym will be privately 
cremated.

KOTSIAS.
The re lat ives  and 
friends of the late 
Kyriakoula Kotsias are 
respectfully invited 
to attend her funeral 
service to be conducted 
at St Constantinos and 
Eleni Greek Orthodox 
Church, Renmark on 
Tuesday, January 17, 
2023, at 11am.
At  the  conclus ion 
of the service, the 
cortege will proceed 
to the Renmark Lawn 
C e m ete r y  fo r  th e 
committal.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

SANDER.
Family and friends 
o f  I r e n e  S a n d e r 
a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y 
invited to attend her 
funeral service to be 
conducted entirely at 
the Riverland Funeral 
Chapel, 32 Hughes 
Street, Berri ON THIS 
D AY  W e d n e s d a y , 
Januar y 11,  2023 
at 1pm, followed by 
a private cremation 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers if 
desired, a donation to 
the RFDS Riverland 
Appea l  i n  I rene’s 
memor y  would  be 
appreciated. Donations 
may be made at the 
service.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

FOR BEST VALUE 
 CLASSIFIEDS CALL  

THE MURRAY PIONEER

8586 8000

Advertising 
classifieds 
deadline:

Monday 
3pm

Add a photo
for maximum 

impact

Only $10 
per photo +
$5 per logo

Spanning two 
publications, 

advertise with 
the largest 
circulating 

classifieds in 
the Riverland 
and Mallee.
Terms and 
conditions 

apply, phone 
8586 8000.

BZ11253

85821333  24 Hours
www.riverlandfunerals.com.au
Facebook/Riverland Funerals

ALL SIZES

ALL PURPOSES

Available at

8586 8000
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STEVENS, Trish. 
A memorial service 
for Trish will be held 
at  the  Renmark 
L u t h e r a n  H a l l , 
Seventeenth Street, 
on Friday, January 
13, 2023, at 2pm.
Tea and coffee to 
follow. 

13 SALVOS (13 72 58)
salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD
APPEAL

Please help people in need. 
We’re all in this together.

13 SALVOS (13 72 58)
salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD
APPEAL

Please help people in need. 
We’re all in this together.
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IN MEMORIAM

KELLY, Gavin James 
‘Gav’. 

11/11/1964 – 
15/1/1985

The years have 
passed but the 
memories and 

friendships remain 
strong.

Craig, Greg and 
Macka. 

SCHUTZ, Cynthia.
Three years have 

passed.
5/1/2020

Miss you every day.
Until we meet again.

Rest in peace.
Love Brian.

SCHUTZ, Cynthia.
It’s been 3 years since 

we said goodbye.
5/1/2020

Gone but never 
forgotten.

Locked in our hearts 
forever.

Love always Natasha, 
Pete, Jayden, Tyson, 
Stacey and David.

STANFORD, Brian 
Edgar.

On January 13th, 
 it will be 50 years 

since you died.
Too soon. 

So tragically.
The events of the 

fateful day will stay 
with me forever.

I miss you and your 
larrikin ways.

Your loving sister, 
Annette. 

MEMORIAL  
SERVICE

www.murraypioneer.com.au8586 8000

FOR BEST VALUE CLASSIFIEDS 
CALL THE MURRAY PIONEER,  
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND 
SUBMIT YOUR CLASSIFIEDS VIA 
OUR ONLINE PLATFORM.

30  CLASSIFIEDS    www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, January 11, 2023



FOR SALE FOR SALE
WANTED  

TO BUY

GARAGE SALES

WORK WANTED

FOR HIRE

TRACTORS AND 
MACHINERY

MOTOR 
VEHICLES

Riverland

CHURCH
NOTICES

Volunteers
Notice Board

Looking for 
Volunteers?

The Murray Pioneer, 
can help.

Email or fax the name 
of your organisation, the 
type of volunteer needed 

and contact details to:
ads@murraypioneer.com.au

Fax: 8586 4333
and we will print your 

request 
Free of Charge!

FREE SERVICE

Meals on Wheels
 There’s a volunteer  
in all of us! Meals 
on Wheels have a 

variety of Volunteering 
opportunities in 

kitchen, delivery and 
administration, at a 
number of locations 
across the Riverland.
If you have some time 

to put to good use, 
please contact Rozz 

on 0409928248 (or the 
Renmark kitchen on 
85866040) and see 
if Meals on Wheels 

tickles your volunteering 
tastebuds!

Wilabalangaloo  
(Berri Branch of 
National Trust) 
 are seeking able 

bodied volunteers to 
help with maintaining 
walking trails, weed 
control, pest control, 
revegetation & other 

projects. If you enjoy the 
outdoors please contact 
Gordon on 0427847896 

for more information.

Loxton Show Society 
Conveners needed 

for the 2023 LOXTON 
show to be trained for 

this year’s Show in 
October for the following 

sections: Vegetables, 
Floral Art, Amateur 

Winemaking & Brewing 
and Scarecrows
Please call 0497 
147 890 for more 

information.

Riverland Youth 
Theatre is seeking a 
suitably qualified and 

experienced person to 
fill the volunteer position 

of Secretary on the 
four-member executive 
of the RYT Board. They 

should have some 
experience in meeting 

organisation skills, 
corporate governance, 

administration and 
an understanding 
of the not-for-profit 
charitable sector 

regulatory frameworks 
and standards. If you 
have an interest in 

contributing to RYT’s 
wonderful work, please 
email an expression of 
interest to board@ryt.
org.au including your 
relevant qualifications 

and experience.
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SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL… Get involved 

and give back to 
your community by 

volunteering at Loxton 
Red Cross Shop. Call 
1800 833 489 or email 

(savolunteer@redcross.
org.au.)

WEEKS 1, 3 & 5

Catholic 
Church

Mass Times

Saturday 
Morgan 6pm

Renmark 6.30pm
Sunday

Berri 9am
Loxton 11am 

Waikerie 11am
Barmera 6pm

Our Lady  
of the River  

Catholic Parish

WEEKS 2 & 4
Saturday 

Waikerie 6pm
Berri 6.30pm

Sunday
Renmark 9am
Morgan 9am 

Barmera 11am
Loxton 6pm

FO
21581-V28

Sunday, January 15 
10am

Loxton Senior  
Citizen Hall 

25 Tobruk Terrace
Ps Red Elliott 
0439 507 096 
Ps Sheryl Giles 
0423 884 002

FO
22032-V28

Anglican 
Church
Riverland

Contact: 
Fr. David Patterson

8586 3288

FO
21374-V28

Sunday, January 15

9am - Barmera 
St Edmund’s
9am - Loxton 

The Resurrection
11am - Renmark 

St Augustine’s
11am - Waikerie 

St James

Saturday, January 14

5pm - Monash 
St Oswalds

Sunday January 8 
10am

All Welcome

BERRI
1025 Old Sturt Highway

Church 
     of Christ

Phone 0419 783 779
berrichurchofchrist.org.au

FO
21529-V28

19 Sunrise Court, Berri
Bible Study 10-11am 

Worship every Saturday
(Sabbath) Now 11.15am

All Welcome
Pastor Andy Krause 
Ph: 0418 617 582

FO
21694-V28

Lutheran 
Church
of  Australia

BERRI | BARMERA

LOXTON

Sunday, January 15 
Barmera 9am
Berri 11am  

Pastor M Gierus

Second Sunday  
after Epiphany                  

Sunday, January 15       
St Peter’s                  10am 
               
Concordia         10am HC  
                          da Costa

Myrla & New Residence  
10.30am HC 

Georg 
(New Res)   

Bookpurnong 8.30am HC  
da Costa

Riverview Rest Home 
Wed, Jan 18 

10.30am HC 
Unfortunately, until further 

notice only residents  

Lutheran Ministry Centre 
Phone 8584 5522 
Pastor Chris Georg 

(Concordia and outlying)
Pastor Jason Sander 

(St Peter’s)

All Welcome
Phone  0493021960

RENMARK | PARINGA

WAIKERIE

Sunday, January 15

Renmark 9am
Paringa 10.30am HC

 All Welcome
Pastor Roland Adams
Phone 0460 300 492

FO
21642-V28

Sunday, January 15
Waikerie 10am

Lowbank 8.45am
Ramco 8.45am 
All Welcome

Phone 8541 2689

BERRI / BARMERA
Sunday, January 15

Sundays at 10am
Berri, Denny Street

Barmera, Nookamka Tce
berribarmerauca.org.au

LOXTON

RENMARK

UNITING CHURCH

Sunday, January 15
10am HC 

Rev Linda Forsyth

Contact  
Rev Linda Forsyth 

0401 815 488

FO
21373-V28

Sunday, January 15
8.30am  

Renmark West
10am  

Renmark Avenue
Ron Kohler 

Phone 0401 815 488

ALUMINIUM bow 
ladders, 2 year guar-
antee, 3 leg pick-
ing ladders, Pinyon 
Engineering. Phone 
85866057. 

BOAT - 12ft Stacer, 
360 aluminium hull 
with 25hp motor, 
stainless steel propel-
ler, on trailer, both reg-
istered. $4500. Phone 
85955005.

BOAT (tinny), 385 
Savage Jabiru, electric 
start/tilt, 25hp mo-
tor, 4 stroke, bimini. 
Top condition. $7500. 
Phone 0417435640.

CAMPER trailer Lum-
berjack. Top of the 
range, electric lift, 2 x 
king-sized beds, solar 
panel, fridge, stove, 
sink, HWS, shower 
tent, toilet. Fully off-
road. $26,500. Phone 
0417435640.

CARAVAN Crusader, 
2017, 19.6ft Cruise 
Master. Independent 
suspension, dual axle, 
150mm chassis rails, 
extended draw bar, 
gas heater, all mod 
cons. $58,500. Phone 
0427867729.

CARAVAN Prattline. 
17ft, with two room 
annexe. $7000 ono. 
Phone 0412771238.

FLORY harvestor, 
1996. Almonds, pe-
cans, walnuts - all 
nuts. Self-propelled 
pick-up/harvester 
in good working or-
der with new pick-
up belt, twin rod 
dirt chain worth 
$15,000 alone. 
5137hours. Big 
price drop, down 
to $40,000. Phone 
0419833517. 

HAY - oaten. Large, 
round rolls, net 
wrapped, new sea-
sons, can deliver. 
$80+GST. Phone 
0418615099.

LA-Z-BOY platinum 
luxury lift chair with 
power to sit, stand 
or fully recline at the 
touch of a button. 
Display use only. Has 
been thoroughly dis-
infected and cleaned, 
fabric in neutral col-
our. $3500 RRP sell-
ing for $2550. Will 
consider a swap for 
a 4-wheel mobility 
scooter. Can deliver. 
Phone 0438253986.

MERITS 4-wheel mo-
bility scooter. Recent 
major service, good 
condition. Suspen-
sion and puncture 
proof tyres. Can carry 
136kg, high-back 
swivel seat. Can de-
liver. $2750. Phone 
0438253986.

MOTOR - Fully recon-
ditioned FSR 500 
BB1. Suitable to mod-
ify to a generator. Of-
fers. More information 
call Pat 0438362365.

PUPPIES - Jack Rus-
sell cross. Vet checked, 
wormed, vaccinated, 
and microchipped. 
Male and female. 
White and cream, tan 
and white, black and 
white. Eight weeks old 
on January 16. Berri 
area. Breeder number: 
EF7 EC22302. Phone 
0488413418.

ROSES - new season 
roses have arrived 
at Brad’s Roses. Flo-
ribunda, climbers, 
standard hybrid teas. 
Phone 0417855014. 
13 Riverview Drive, 
Paringa.

STORAGE - 24/7 
keypad entry, CCTV 
and monitoring. 
Various site sizes 
available. Phone 
0488050482. Ren-
mark Central Storage.  

TYRES - pair of new 
235/50r17. Goodyear 
excellence premium 
performance tyres. 
$130 each. Phone 
0428874357.

VARIOUS - Black 
wheelchair $320 ono, 
red wheelchair $375 
ono, shower chair $85 
ono, toilet/commode 
chair $100 ono. All in 
good condition. Phone 
0474132451.

RIVERLAND Trailer 
Bins. You throw it 
- We tow it. For all 
your rubbish removal 
needs at competitive 
prices. Great alter-
native to skip bins, 
range of sizes avail-
able. Book a trailer bin 
today! Contact David 
0400576230. 

ANTIQUE bottles and 
pot lids, collections or 
singles. Enamel signs, 
coins, medals and 
militaria. Phone Peter 
0428813220.

GOGGOMOBIL mo-
tor or parts, 400cc 
dart motor or any 
size. Phone John 
0467250726.

MACHINERY wanted. 
Agricultural, earth-
moving, transport and 
specialist. All makes 
and models. Phone 
0499992644.

TRAMPOLINES - 
Broken or not used 
square trampolines. 
Phone 0427957303.

C O N V E Y A N C E R  
Cynthia James-Martin. 
Phone 0419801655. 

GARDENER and 
Handyman. All types 
of gardening, prun-
ing and lawn mowing. 
Happy to fix locks or 
doors, build or paint. 
A man that cares! Call 
to chat about what you 
would like done. Great 
prices and quotes. 
Past references 
available. Pensioner 
rates. Call Adrian 
0448831169.

MACHINERY located 
on your behalf, Aus-
tralia wide. Agricultur-
al, earthmoving, trans-
port and specialist. All 
makes and models. 
Phone 0499992644.

BARMERA - 17859 
Sturt Highway. Satur-
day, January 14, 8am. 
No early birds please.

RENMARK - Kulkyne 
Street. Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, 8am - 12 noon. 
Moving away sale. As-
sorted household and 
gardening items. Cash 
only.

HOLDEN Commo-
dore SS VT II, 2000, 
8 cylinder, 5.7 litre, 
automatic sedan. Reg-
istered until January. 
Excellent condition. 
One owner. Country 
driving. 329,660km. 
Registration WJY-
046, $20,000. Phone 
0438405023.

HOLDEN VE Commo-
dore SS wagon, 2010, 
6 litre V8. Reluctant 
sale due to lack of 
use, 144,000km. Reg-
istration DD4-11G, 
$25,000 ono. Phone 
0447927613.

BE 
WISE
AD 
VER 
TISE
By advertising 
with the 
Taylor 
Group of 
Newspapers, 
you can be 
sure that 
you are 
maximising 
your 
advertising 
potential, and 
reaching your 
audience.

So be wise, 
and call us 
today to find 
out how to 
drive your 
advertising 
dollar further.

Advertising 
your 
business, 
is smart 
business.

*Please note logos 
are not guaranteed to 

appear in colour

ADD A LOGO 
FOR JUST $5

OR CHOOSE YOUR OWN

Classified
Personalise your

Urgent care in 
the Riverland 
when it’s 
needed most >
Please donate today and help  
keep the Flying Doctor flying.

1300 669 569 
www.flyingdoctor.org.au

Call: 8586 8000
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at your  
fingertips

SA Farmer

safarmer.com.au

Subscribe 
online today 

for FREE!

office@murraypioneer.com.au  |  8586 8000

RIVERLAND produce will be showcased 
in a four-course dinner, hosted by a multi-
award-winning Adelaide restaurant, to help 
raise funds for the region’s residents and 
tourism operators.

A maximum of 100 guests will have the 
opportunity to experience the all-inclusive 
dinner at Africola next Monday night, with 
Riverland meat, fish, olive oils, ferments, 
flatbreads and more all on the menu.

“One thing we’d like every diner to try at 
this event is the Riverland carp – for some, 
this will be for the very first time,” Africola’s 
Michelin star awarded chef, Duncan 
Welgemoed, told Glam Adelaide.

“Carp is an important resource in the 
Riverland, and we will explain why we uti-
lise this fish at the dinner. We’d also love to 
source some yabbies, depending on flood 
waters and what we can source.”

Tickets cost $550 per person, with a per-
centage of sales helping to fund fuel vouch-

ers for residents in affected areas.
An auction will also be held on the night, 

giving guests the chance to bid on tourism 
experiences and private dinners, and 100 
per cent of proceeds will go back to tourism 
operators.

“A lot of (Riverland) tourism venues lost 
Christmas trade,” Mr Welgemoed said.

“We want to encourage people to visit the 
region when things settle down.

“With the auction, these businesses will 
be able to get money straight away in their 
pockets so they can sustain themselves until 
then.”

Guests will be “properly fed and watered” 
with gin cocktails offered to begin the night, 
followed by a selection of wines and winners 
from the 2022 Drink Easy Awards.

For more information visit the event web-
page (events.humanitix.com/easy-easy-vip-
showcase-dinner).

Best of Riverland plated up at Africola

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
ISSUES of concern relating to the River 
Murray flood were raised by Mid Murray 
community members at recent coffee and 
chat sessions at Blanchetown and Morgan.

Mid Murray Mayor Simone Bailey 
organised the two informal discussions on 
December 29 at the Blanchetown Deli and 
Morgan Roadhouse.

She also invited staff from the Mid 
Murray Suicide Prevention Network. 

Ten people,  including local busi-
nesses operators, the Blanchetown Hall 
Committee and local residents, attended the 
Blanchetown session, while 15 community 
members took part in the one at Morgan.

Ms Bailey said those who attended in 
Morgan also represented a broad cross-sec-
tion of the community, including local busi-
nesses, sporting clubs, shack owners, and 
permanent residents.

Mid Murray deputy mayor John Forrester 
also attended at Morgan.

Ms Bailey said community members at 
both meetings shared similar concerns.

“The Mid Murray Suicide Prevention 
Network dealt with any personal concerns,” 
Ms Bailey said.

“And I dealt with any concerns that coun-
cil could help with, or we could advocate 
with the state government to get support 
with.

“It was good to hear straight from the 
community about the sort of things they 
were worried about, because I knew a lot 
of (the concerns) the state government was 
already working on.”

Ms Bailey said attendees at both meetings 
were concerned that they would have to pay 
Mid Murray Council dump fees to remove 
flood-related waste from their properties. 

However, she was able to inform them 
that the SA government was working closely 
with council to provide waste-removal assis-
tance during the flood recovery stage.

Ms Bailey said one coffee session partici-
pant also asked if the SA government would 
provide uninsured property owners with 
grant assistance, like the NSW government.

She said she passed this concern onto the 
government and was pleased to learn it was 
providing uninsured property owners with 
access to financial assistance.

Ms Bailey said Mid Murray residents 
were also worried about the time it would 
take to reconnect electricity to properties that 
were disconnected due to flood inundation.

Last month the federal and SA govern-
ments unveiled a $10m property assessment 
and essential services connection funding 
program for flood-affected River Murray 
communities. 

Property owners with flood damage to 
their primary premises can apply for funding 
to assess structural damage, electrical infra-
structure and to reconnect their services. 

Ms Bailey said the SA government had 
also responded by recruiting electricians to 
help with this initiative.

Ms Bailey said her council was “certainly 
listening” to the concerns of flood-affected 
communities along the River Murray.

The Mayor and Mid Murray Suicide 
Prevention Network have also organised 
a free barbecue lunch at the Morgan RSL 
tomorrow for anyone from the district want-
ing to talk about the impact of the River 
Murray flood.

Mid Murray 
Mayor hears 
flood concerns

Mid Murray 
Suicide 
Prevention 
Network 
members 
Catherine 
Davies, (left) 
Lorinda 
Bayley and 
Graham 
Jenke at the 
coffee and 
chat session 
at the 
Blanchetown 
Deli recently. 
PHOTO: 
Christine 
Webster

Mid Murray Mayor 
Simone Bailey 
(left) SA Premier 
Peter Malinauskas 
and Mid Murray 
CEO Ben Scales at 
Morgan last month 
when the Premier 
inspected the 
rising River Murray. 
PHOTO: 
Christine Webster

S O U T H  A u s t r a l i a n s  w e r e 
encouraged to buy, eat and drink 
local in a bid to support River 
Murray businesses in the lead-up to 
Christmas.

Spend Your Support – an online 
marketplace – was launched in 
December to help flood affected 
communities and allow shoppers 
to buy direct from the region in the 
comfort of their own homes.

More than 50 River Murray 
businesses signed up for the new 

Brand SA campaign, with accom-
modation (30 per cent of sales), 
drinks (26 per cent) and hampers 
(16 per cent) the most popular cat-
egories in the first two weeks of the 
campaign in early December.

“When you buy local, you 
support producers,  manufac-
turers, retailers and business-
es throughout the entire supply 
chain, supporting local jobs and 
communities,” said Minister for 
Primary Industries and Regional 

Development Clare Scriven.
“With globally renowned pro-

duce right on our doorstep, we can 
enjoy top produce and support our 
local businesses at the same time.”

Brand SA’s new call-to-arms 
campaign aimed to deliver signifi-
cant economic boosts to local trad-
ers as floodwaters damaged liveli-
hoods and impacted tourism.

Two other SA Government cam-
paigns launched to further support 
Australian producers before the 

Christmas period included:
qI Choose SA, promoting local 

food and drink retailers in SA and 
across the country.
q Eat Drink Local, with a 

renewed focus on its website to 
included updated information to 
raise the profile of the state’s pre-
mium produce.

M i n i s t e r  f o r  Tr a d e  a n d 
Investment Nick Champion said 
it was clear River Murray busi-
nesses needed support over the 

holiday season, calling on South 
Australians to continue to “rally 
around them” to stay open.

“We have delivered on our elec-
tion commitment to bring Brand 
SA back and these new campaigns 
show how important a state-focused 
approach is for local products,” he 
said. “Our food and beverage indus-
try is a major part of our economic 
and export success – and we are 
determined to keep that going and 
continue to expand in the new year.”

New campaigns supporting Riverland small businesses

ELIGIBLE uninsured 
property owners who have 
been impacted by the River 
Murray flood can apply to 
the SA government for a 
range of grants and support 
measures.  

These include a one-off 
grant payment for people 
forced to leave their homes.

People living alone can 
access $400 and a family up 
to $1000. Rental assistance 
for housing or caravan site 
accommodation is also 
available for those who are 
not insured and displaced 

from their homes by flood-
waters and require emer-
gency accommodation.

The SA government said 
singles can receive up to 
$2000 and families $5000.

This can be paid directly 
to a rental agent or caravan 
park proprietor, if evidence 
of a private rental agree-
ment or booking confirma-
tion is provided.

People displaced from 
their homes can also apply 
for up to $500 towards the 
purchase of a generator for 
homes disconnected from 

the electricity network.
Any resident homeown-

ers forced to leave because 
of flood waters or long-term 
power outages, and requir-
ing rental accommodation, 
can also apply for a bond 
guarantee as part of SA 
Housing Authority’s private 
rental assistance program.

For more informa-
tion about River Murray 
flood assistance visit the 
website (sa.gov.au) or 
the Emergency Relief 
Centre in Berri, or phone 
1800 302 787.

Help for uninsured property owners
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BERRI has opened up a 
two-game gap at the top 
of the Bowls Riverland 
Saturday pennants table, 
after defeating Loxton 
in its first contest of the 
new year. 

Ken Stokes stepped 
up as skipper in place of 
Mason Kaufer, with the 
former’s rink produc-
ing an 18-shot win that 
helped set up a comfort-
able victory. 

Dennis Treloar and 
Andy Hill’s rinks also 
scored wins for the 
top side, which ran out 
40-shot victors in the 
contest. 

Barmera claimed a 
vital win over Waikerie, 
bringing the two sides 
level on wins heading 
into round 13. 

Wayne Collins’ rink 
picked up a win for 
the travelling Waikerie 
side, but victory to the 
remaining two Barmera 

fours,  skippered by 
John Morena and Ron 
Reynolds, was enough 
to see the Lakesiders 
home by three shots. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  T h e 
Lawns ran out six-shot 
victors over cross-town 
rivals Renmark, with 
victories in two of the 
three rinks. 

Waikerie continued 
its hot streak in second 
division, with a win 
over Berri solidifying its 
grip on top spot. 

The club also sit on 
top of the ladder in third 
division, having not 
dropped a game across 
the first 12 rounds.
RESULTS
FIRST DIVISION
The Lawns 57 d Renmark 
51. 
S. Leesue 26 d M. Rice 13; 
R. Lawton 18 d S. Blee 16; P. 
Lawton 13 lost to B. Dopson 
22. 
Barmera 71 d Waikerie 68. 
J. Morena 31 d G. Johns 23; 

R. Reynolds 25 d A. Fulwood 
23; C. Karantonis 15 lost to 
W. Collins 22. 
Berri 79 d Loxton 39. 
D. Treloar 24 d P. Kimber 13; 
K. Stokes 30 d R. Coombs 
12; A. Hill 25 d D. Schliebs 
14. 
Points: Berri 256; Waikerie 
208; Barmera 197; Renmark 

97; The Lawns 94; Loxton 
84.
SECOND DIVISION
Barmera 92 d Berri Red 28. 
C. Gamble 37 d L. Knight 9; 
D. Mills 21 d D. Spicer 12; W. 
Uppington 34 d J. Centofanti 
7. 
Renmark 57 d Lyrup 52. 
H. ter Bogt 24 d S. Munro 

19; L. Warren 13 d P. 
Drewett 12; R. Andt 20 lost 
to J. Wrigley 21.
The Lawns Red 61 d Loxton 
59. 
B. Haby 17 lost to H. 
Appleton 20; R. Sutton 20 
lost to T. Thurston 21; D. 
Ludas 24 d W. Harrison 18. 
Waikerie 64 d Berri 55. 

D. Thompson 18 drew with 
R. Kuchel 18; R. Davies 31 
d K. Carpenter 16; D. Morley 
15 lost to J. Trezise 21.
Monash 68 d The Lawns 52. 
I. Potts 21 drew with R. 
Ashworth 21; M. Wood 23 d 
M. Spano 19; M. Kruger 24 d 
J. Knight 12. 
Points: Waikerie 198; Berri 
188; Monash 159; Barmera 
152; The Lawns Red 
133; Loxton RSL 123.27; 
Renmark 114; The Lawns 
109; Loxton 105; Lyrup 104; 
Berri Red 55.
THIRD DIVISION
Renmark 74 d Monash 54. 
C. Vriends 21 d C. Traeger 
20; M. Walker 22 drew with 
S. Voigt 22; J. Thompson 31 
d J. John 12. 
Berri 63 d Barmera 50. 
B. Bland 21 d I. Lloyde 16; 
K. Tanner 23 d H. Robinson 
15; L. Blades 19 drew with T. 
Brown 19. 
Waikerie 88 d Lyrup 38. 
B. Hill 38 d D. Hill 13; S. 
Canney 22 d P. Denton 17; 
W. Burris 28 d T. Slaytor 8. 
Loxton RSL 56 d Berri Blue 
54. 
H. Dreschler 22 d R. Grosser 
14; J. Smith 14 lost to P. 
Ledsham 26; P. Smith 20 d 
G. Pahl 14. 

Loxton Red 70 d Loxton 
White 41. 
K. Maynard 26 d B. Arnold 9; 
R. Lee 26 d K. Brandsma 17; 
M. Schutz 18 d F. Armfield 
15. 
The Lawns 72 d Moorook 
47. 
P. Brown 35 d M. Arnold 
10; L. Pinyon 20 lost to A. 
Wachtel 21; D. Wilson 17 d 
M. Couzner 16. 
Points: Waikerie 295; 
Berri 238; Barmera 204; 
Renmark 204; Loxton Red 
192; Monash 143; The 
Lawns 143; Loxton RSL 121; 
Moorook 117; Loxton White 
110; Lyrup 67; Berri Blue 36. 
FOURTH DIVISION
Moorook 57 d Barmera 13. 
M. Smith 31 d T. Daelman 6; 
L. Tschirpig 26 d K. Brown 7. 
Loxton 40 d The Lawns 29. 
N. Milich 18 d C. Haar 17; P. 
Madden 22 d V. Crouch 12. 
Waikerie Regents 53 d 
Monash 37. 
M. Morley 36 d T. Swanbury 
13; G. van der Myle 17 lost 
to R. Wright 24. 
Points: Waikerie Regents 
210; Monash 162; Waikerie 
Hornets 129; Barmera 94; 
Moorook 87; The Lawns 78; 
Loxton 32. 

Top side going Berri well in first division

THE top four sides of 
the Bowls Riverland 
Wednesday pennant 
competition asserted 
their dominance in last 
week’s round of action, 
with all four picking up 
wins. 

Barmera remains at 
the top of the tree after 
its 26-shot win over 
fifth-placed Berri, with 
all three quartets picking 
up wins for the Pelicans. 

Waikerie sits in sec-
ond place, 25 points 
behind the ladder lead-
ers, and started the year 
strongly, with a win over 
The Lawns in Renmark. 

Loxton also travelled 
to Renmark and picked 
up a win against the 
home side to consoli-
date fourth spot, while 
Monash was far too 
good for Lyrup, running 
out 33-shot victors away 
from home. 

Meanwhile ,  Berr i 
Blue and Berri Red’s 
dominance over the rest 
of the second division 
continued last week, 
with both sides securing 
convincing wins. 

RESULTS
DIVISION ONE
Barmera 72 d Berri 46. 

K. Mellon 25 d R. Butt 12; J. 
Gartner 27 d K. Treloar 22; C. 
Shugg 20 d C. Eichenberger 
12.
Loxton 61 d Renmark 52. 
M. Schutz 22 d C. Eagle 16; 
D. Vaughan 22 d S. Schulz 
16; B. Mattner 17 lost to J. 
Cooper 20. 
Waikerie 67 d The Lawns 
51. 
C. Davies 25 d J. Knight 
16; J. Morley 18 lost to S. 
Machell 22; J. Strauss 24 d 
M. Spano 13. 
Monash 70 d Lyrup 37. 
J. John 22 d B. Howe 16; R. 
Potts 23 d R. Smith 14; S. 
Elsdon 25 d R. Adams 7. 
Points: Barmera 275; 
Waikerie 250; Monash 239; 
Loxton 176; Berri 141; The 
Lawns 141; Renmark 99; 
Lyrup 29. 
DIVISION TWO

Waikerie 45 d The Lawns 
40. 
N. DellaZoppa 34 d C. Haar 
11; S. Short 11 lost to L. 
Pinyon 29. 
Moorook 42 d Renmark 41. 
L. Tschirpig 23 d B. Warren 
22; H. Smith 19 drew with B. 
Cornelius 19. 
Berri Blue 52 d Barmera 19. 
K. Tanner 22 d K. Brown 11; 
M. Miller 30 d D. Carter 8. 
Berri Red 57 d The Lawns 
Red 28. 
J. Lyons 32 d E. Kennedy 13; 
L. Blades 25 d K. Weir 15. 
Loxton 48 d Loxton RSL 31. 
J. Hall 23 d S. Charles 14; N. 
Milich 25 d H. Dreschler 17. 
Points: Berri Red 260; Berri 
Blue 257; The Lawns 213; 
Moorook 211; Loxton 173; 
The Lawns 145; Waikerie 
123; Loxton RSL 104; 
Barmera 51; Renmark 23. 

Top four a cut above in 
Wednesday pennants

Richard 
Lawton’s 
rink helped 
The Lawns 
to a six-shot 
win over 
local rivals 
Renmark 
in last 
Saturday’s 
round of 
division one 
pennant 
bowls. 
PHOTO: Grant 
Schwartzkopff

Softball goes pink
RIVERLAND softballers 
created a sea of pink 
las t  week,  wi th  the 
a s s o c i a t i o n  h o l d i n g 
its annual pink round, 
raising funds for the 
McGrath Foundation. 

Players from all teams 
donned various pink out-
fits to raise awareness, 
with the overall total 
raised eclipsing $300 at 
the end of the day’s play. 

On the diamond Berri 
was on fire, with Cara 
Venning and Zy Heinrich 
playing starring rolls for 
the victors. 

Heinrich’s home run 
was a highlight in the 
side’s 10-5 win over 
Cobdogla in the A grade, 
while the B grade also 
got the job done thanks 
largely to a strong per-
formance from Kelsey 
Goldspink. 

Goldspink managed 
three homers in the win 
over Cobby, while the 
result was reversed in the 
C grade, with Cobdogla 
taking home the points. 

The other C grade 
fixture saw Loxton take 
home play of the day, 
with the side pulling off 
a double play at the top of 
the second innings. 

RESULTS
A GRADE 
Berri 10 d Cobdogla 5.
Best: Berri - C. Venning, Z. 
Heinrich, H. Clarke. Cobdogla 
– C. Thompson, D. Passmore, 
J. Gregory
Home run: Z. Heinrich. 
B GRADE
Berri 21 d Cobdogla 11
Best: Berri – K. Goldspink, H. 
Brauer, K. Ferguson. Cobdogla 
– E. Pech, G. Dyer, C. Sharkey
Home runs – K. Goldspink 3, 
H. Brauer 1.
C GRADE
Cobdogla 14 d Berri 7

Best: Cobdogla – L. Bowers, 
L. Wade, L. Banks. Berri – M. 
Fridd, L. Walker, Z. Sampson.
Loxton 21 d Renmark 3

Best: Loxton – L. Johnson, 
B. Geraghty, O. Johnson. 
Renmark – D. Askew, M. 
Morris, R. Broad.

BARMERA has picked up where 
it left off as Bowls Riverland 
midweek triples returned last 
Wednesday, with the top side 
picking up its 11th win of the 
season.

The Pelicans welcomed Berri 
Red to Barmera and ran out com-
fortable victors, outscoring the visi-
tors by 42 shots, with wins in all 
four rinks. 

Barmera is yet to lose this sea-
son, but the chasing pack also began 
2023 well, with The Lawns Red, 
Loxton Red and Renmark Gold all 
picking up wins to start the calendar 
year. 

At the other end of the table, The 
Lawns won a tight contest against 
Loxton White to pick up its sec-
ond victory of the season, while 
Monash’s struggles continued 
against Loxton Blue. 
RESULTS
Barmera 101 d Berri Red 59. 
C. Healey 30 d B. Hollis 10; P. Ashton 28 d 
J. Cresp 15; A. Gapco 19 d S. Eichenberger 
17; J. Morena 24 d G. Elleway 17. 

The Lawns Red 91 d Loxton RSL 70. 
M. Inglis 22 d T. Wurst 14; N. Kelly 27 d D. 
Drabsch 15; R. Adam 19 d G. Huppatz 17; 
S. Ivanovic 23 lost to B. Manuel 24.
Loxton Blue 94 d Monash 76. 
T. Inglis 22 d P. Raams 18; R. Hancock 26 
d W. Pahl 13; N. Thiele 21 lost to R. Jury 
26; T. Hucks 25 d B. John 19. 
Loxton Red 94 d Lyrup 63. 
G. Schulz 42 d P. Denton 10; G. Cockshell 
15 lost to P. Drewett 17; R. Coombs 21 d G. 
Milich 16; R. Beswick 16 lost to S. Blee 20. 
The Lawns 82 d Loxton White 81. 
D. Ludas 14 lost to P. Vaughan 21; R. 
Ashworth 31 d W. Harrison 20; K. Knight 
20 d T. Thurston 19; K. Tschirpig 17 lost to 
H. Appleton 21. 
Berri Blue 89 d Barmera Pelicans 65. 
K. Carpenter 24 d D. Button 18; J. Jungfer 
12 lost to H. Robinson 23; D. Treloar 28 d 
C. O’Connor 7; K. Stokes 25 d T. Brown 17. 
Renmark Gold 91 d Waikerie 55. 
H. ter Bogt 27 d W. Burris 14; P. Amos 25 
d M. Morete 14; B. Dopson 17 lost to N. 
Harcombe 18; B. Cropper 22 d R. Mortimer 
9. 
Points: Barmera 313; The Lawns Red 
289; Loxton Red 221; Renmark Gold 219; 
Waikerie 190; Waikerie 189; Berri Blue 
189; Lyrup 166; Loxton Blue 165; Loxton 
RSL 163; Berri Red 118; Loxton White 
109; Barmera Pelicans 92; The Lawns 65; 
Monash 58. 

Pelicans flying into 2023

Josh Peltz getting into the swing of things at Riverland 
softball’s pink day last week. 

PHOTOS: Grant Schwartzkopff

Cara 
Venning 
starred for 
Berri in 
her side’s 
win over 
Cobdogla.

Hayden Clarke 
also dressed 

up for the 
occasion and 

was named 
in Berri’s best 

as the side 
continued its 

hot run of form 
into the new 

year
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‘Club-first’ 
mantra for 
Crawford
BEN LENNON
A CHANGE of direction is front 
of mind for the RFL’s new head 
honcho, with recently elected RFL 
chair Henry Crawford preaching a 
“club-first” mentality for 2023 and 
beyond. 

Mr Crawford, who spent eight 
years as president of Waikerie 
Football Club during a golden era 
for the Magpies, was elected as 
chair of the RFL at a meeting of 
the new commission last week. 

He is under no illusions about 
the challenge that lies ahead, but 
admits he is “pretty excited” about 
taking on the competition’s top job. 

“I think people who know me 
know that I love country footy and 
am particularly fond of Riverland 
footy, Mr Crawford said. 

“I was never particularly good at 
the game myself, but I’ve always 
found ways to be involved.

“Waikerie has been a big part 
of my life, but to be able to go to 
another level in terms of football 
administration is a great opportu-
nity and I’m really looking forward 
to it.”

Mr Crawford heads up a new 
commission following the depar-
ture of Mark Wright late last year, 
and is set on changing the way the 
RFL operates to benefit the six 

member clubs. 
“For me I think the biggest chal-

lenge is that it looks and feels to 
me like we haven’t quite come out 
of Covid,” Mr Crawford said.

“We haven’t got the crowds that 
we used to and we haven’t got the 
participation that we used to, plus 
volunteers is always an ongoing 
issue. 

“At the end of the day they’re 
the fundamentals, but from an RFL 
perspective I believe in a clubs-
first mentality. They are the league, 
we’re just the body that binds it all 
together. 

“From the RFL’s position, we 
just want to be acting in the best 
interest of the clubs. For me, I want 
to be spending a lot of time talk-
ing to the clubs and understanding 
their issues and how the RFL can 
help.

“We are probably going to have 
more delegate meetings each year. 
We’ve had four per year in the past 
but we’d like to have maybe six or 
so. 

“Rather than those meetings see-
ing the delegates coming along and 
getting bombarded with a lot of 
reports, it’s really about trying to 
open up conversations about where 
things can be improved. 

“I’ll be encouraging clubs and 

presidents that if they have issues, 
to bring them up with the commis-
sion and express concerns. 

“The clubs are now in the driv-
er’s seat.”

The new commission has seem-
ingly hit the ground running, over-
turning a decision to change the 
age of the RFL’s eldest colts divi-
sion that was made in August last 
year, much to the chagrin of the 
majority of RFL clubs.

“That is a classic example of the 
governing body believing that it 
knows best and going against the 
grain of those that it’s there to look 
after,” Mr Crawford said of the ini-
tial change.

“At the end of the day, the par-
ticipation issues still remain and 
the clubs overturning that decision 
doesn’t mean that there’s now no 
problems at all. 

“But, the way it was handled and 
the solution that came about in the 
first place, from a Waikerie point 
of view, was a really unpalatable 

situation. Those sorts of issues take 
time to work through, but at the 
end of the day now it’s back on the 
clubs. 

“It’s their league so if that struc-
ture is what they want then it’s up 
to them as to how that happens.”

The 38-year-old vineyard man-
ager acknowledged the large part 
Waikerie has played in his life and 
believes that his time spent at the 
club will help him in his new role, 
rather than hinder him or bring 
about bias.

“I definitely acknowledge that 
it (bias) might be a perception 
that people will form, but at the 
end of the day in all these sorts of 
roles it’s hard to find people to fill 
these roles that don’t have any alle-
giance,” Mr Crawford said.

“Every president that’s come 
before me has had strong allegianc-
es to a club. 

“I’ve been involved at Waikerie 
for a long time so I have a good 
sense of what it takes to run a footy 

club and what it involves behind 
the scenes, so when issues are 
raised with me I’m going to be as 
well prepared as anyone to under-
stand those.”

Mr Crawford’s attention now 
turns to a delegates meeting this 
Monday, with the commission also 
working to produce a fixture as 
soon as possible. 

“There’s a couple of things we 
need to get on top of quickly, one 
of those being finalising the draw 
so we can get into the season,” Mr 
Crawford said. 

“There’s no immediate changes 
on the horizon.

“There’s some work that’s 
beginning now about an overall 
strategic plan for the league, which 
is something the SANFL is encour-
aging, but that will require a lot of 
input from people. 

“From an overarching document 
like that you can build a better pic-
ture of what you want to change to 
fit that plan.”

The new commission has already made a key change in 2023, reversing the decision to change from an under 
18s to under 17s competition. Pictured are last year’s under 18s premiers, Waikerie. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

BEN LENNON
REIGNING Riverland 
Junior Sports Star of the 
Year Riley Burgess has 
set off on his toughest 
challenge to date, with 
the youngster boarding 
a plane to Indonesia last 
Saturday night for two 
weeks of representative 
hockey. 

Burgess’ dreams were 
realised late last year 
when he was selected 
as part of the Australian 
country under 21s side, 
following a stellar perfor-
mance for South Australia 
at the state country cham-
pionships in Albany. 

The 18-year-old said he 
is looking forward to the 
opportunity and the fresh 
set of challenges it pre-
sents. 

“Defin i t e ly  p re t ty 
excited. It’s a whole new 
experience so that’s going 
to be pretty fun but I’m 
definitely a bit nervous as 
well,” he said.

“It’s my first  t ime 
going overseas and the 
competition side of it, it’s 
going to be tough over 
there.

“It’s pretty much game 
after game every day and 
it goes for two weeks. So, 
we arrived on the 8th and 
we’ll leave on the 22nd.

“This is going to be my 
longest tournament. Most 
of the tournaments I’ve 
played are about a week 
so this will definitely 
be the longest stretch of 
playing.

“I had a few setbacks 
recently with some leg 
injuries, but I’ve recov-
ered well and am keen to 
get into it.”

The side is made up of 
the nation’s best coun-
try hockey players, with 
Burgess one of the young-
set members of the side. 

He believes finding his 
feet in senior hockey at an 
early age in the Riverland 
has stood him in good 
stead for the tournament. 

“A lot of the guys are 
a couple years older than 
me so I’ve only seen them 
at a few tournaments. 

“Playing higher grades 
from a young age has pre-
pared me a bit. I’ve been 
playing A grade since I 
was 14, so that has helped 
me  p repa re  p l ay ing 
against older people and 
more mature blokes.

“We haven’t had much 
training together because 
it’s been hard getting eve-
ryone to the same state, 
but we’ve had zoom calls 
every week to stay on top 
of things. 

“We’ve been building 
up a connection really 
well with that and we’re 
starting to gel together. 
Everyone is there for each 
other which has been 
really good.”

Burgess isn’t the only 
Riverlander set to repre-
sent the nation with the 
stick this year, with Berri 
clubmate Maddy Spano 
set to head to Malaysia 
as part of the Australian 
country women’s side 
later this year. 

Having two national 

representatives is a coup 
for the club, which has a 
long-standing history of 
producing talented play-
ers.

“I feel like Berri gets 
around the juniors a lot 
and definitely like to 
introduce them to tough 
competition at a young 
age,” Burgess said.

“With Karri McMahon 
playing at Berri, she’s 
obviously gone on to big 
things, so the juniors have 
always had a great pro-
gram.”

Berri boy Burgess Indonesia bound

Riley 
Burgess 
will 
represent 
Australia 
over the 
next two 
weeks in 
Indonesia. 
PHOTO: 
Cameron 
Dixon and 
Emerson 
Fielke

Renmark 
North opening 
batter Ben 
Files brought 
up his second 
century of 
the season 
against Berri 
on Saturday. 
PHOTO: Grant 
Schwartzkopff

All smiles for Ben Files
A SECOND century of the 
season for  Ben Fi les  saw 
Renmark North over the line 
against Berri in last Saturday’s 
round of Riverland A grade 
cricket. 

Files blasted his way into triple 
digits against an undermanned 
Demons outfi t ,  with Liam 
Jackson also contributing well, 
giving the Bluetongues a formi-
dable total. 

B e r r i  o p e n e r s  B r a d 
Rosenzweig and Nathan Scadden 
took the attack to the Bluetongue 
bowlers, but the Demons failed to 
chase down the sizeable score set 
by the home side.

Meanwhile, the first round of 
the annual B grade T20 compe-
tition took place, with Brown’s 
Well looking like the team to beat 
in the early stages. 

No scores were provided for 
either of the two A grade fixtures. 
RESULTS
B GRADE T20
Brown’s Well 3/82 (L. Patterson 32no, 
B. Hampel 19no, J. Patterson 19) d 
Loxton 82 (C. Patterson 3/24, D. Ireland 
2/8, D. Rothe 2/11, A. Cunnah 1/8, M. 
Hampel 1/20). 
Gerard 8/145 (A. Abdulla Sr 51, A. 
Abdulla Jr 29no, T. Abdulla 28, G. Halls 
13, L. James 4/17, D. Hill 3/29, T. 
Coombs 1/20) d Renmark North 130 
(M. Cartwright 63, D. Hill 14, W. Coombs 
14, M. Recchia 13, A. Abdulla Sr 3/24, 
T. Abdulla 2/16, B. McPherson 2/17, W. 
Motto 1/5, S. Mitchell 1/8). 
Brown’s Well 2/214 (J. Patterson 
120no, B. Hoffmann 31no, M. Hampel 
27, M. Waanders 1/32) d Waikerie 
Ramco 5/106 (A. Werner 33, C. Smart 
27, C. Patterson 1/2, J. Patterson 1/5, 
M. Hampel 1/9, C. Scholz 1/11, D. 
Rothe 1/30).
Monash 2/191 (J. Roberts 82, fill-in 
75no, fill-in 15no) d Gerard 67 (T. 
Abdulla 16, B. McPherson 12). 
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New Mitsubishi, GWM Haval and Suzuki Vehicles, Used Vehicles
Finance, Service and Parts, Ampol fuel 
CALL US: 8584 7277

LVD2560

FLIGHT MOTORS Pty Ltd – THE ONE STOP SHOP

LZ14569-V2

Riverland GWM

20 Bookpurnong Terrace

Loxton 5333

riverlandgwmhaval.com.au

08 8584 7277

Dealer License No. LMVD 2560

A NUMBER of Riverland youngsters 
took to the pool at the 2023 SA country 
swimming championships in Mount 
Gambier last weekend, with several 
achieving great success. 

Renmark’s Hugh Riedel was again in 
the thick of the action after finishing 2022 
with a flurry of impressive results, this 
time breaking the 50m breaststroke record 
for 13-year-old boys, with his time of 
35.24 seconds. 

Riedel finished the carnival with three 
gold medals to his name to go with five 
second-place finishes, rounding out an 
impressive weekend. 

Loxton Swimming Club also produced 
a number of strong performances, particu-
larly in relay events. 

The club’s 14 to 18-year-old boys relay 
teams claimed wins in the freestyle and 
medley races, while a combined Riverland 
relay team managed second place in the 
freestyle event and third in the medley. 

Maddy Long shone in the individual 
events, picking up a first-place finish to 
go with a number of podium placings, 
while Jordan White set a new champi-
onship record in the 50m freestyle event 

and in doing so produced a national quali-
fying time. 

Berri Swimming Club juniors also 
achieved some strong results, capping off 
an impressive weekend for the region. 

Amity Kassebaum was the club’s best 
performer, taking home two bronze medals 
and achieving a state qualifying time in the 
50m freestyle. 

Oliver Sims also picked up an individu-
al medal, finishing third in the 50m breast-
stroke, while a host of Berri youngsters 
featured in successful relay teams. 

Young Riverlanders 
making a splash

Hugh Riedel 
picked up three 
first-place 
medals at last 
weekend’s 
country SA 
swimming 
championships. 
PHOTOS: 
supplied

Loxton Swimming Club’s victorious 14 to 18-year-old relay team. Bailey White (left), Jordan 
White, Lucas Cockshell and Lucas White.

RIVERLAND GOLF RESULTS
BERRI
Wednesday, January 4
Stableford: A. Brand 42, S. Renfrey 39. S. Wade 38, A. 
Rogers 35, I. Bradshaw 35, C. Foreman 35, S. May 34, 
G. Mack 34, M. Boon 34, P. Efthimiou 34, C. Hyde 34.
Saturday, January 7
Stableford: D. Shawyer 40, S. Marsden 37, P. Mudge 
37, M. O’Loughlin 37, M. Jennings 36, P. Wood 36, S. 
Hawkins 35, L. Berry 34, A. Thiel 34, B. Eckermann 34, 
K. Traeger 34, K. Wilksch 34, W. Hocevar 34, E. Day 
34.
Sunday, January 8
Stableford: I. Bradshaw 37, G. Harris 34, B. Eckermann 

32, G. Tognon 31, M. Heuzenroeder 31.
LOXTON
Wednesday, January 4
Men: A grade – C. Wooldridge 37, T. Sawade 36, H. 
Kara-Ali 36, O. Walkley 36. B grade – R. Gray 42, G. 
Ling 41, T. Arndt 39. 
Women: L. Rowe 36, J. Patching 34, J. Bullock 33. 
Saturday, January 7
Monthly medal
Men: A grade – K. Martin 68, Z. Wooldridge 71 M. 
Maczkowiack 71, D. Forbes 71. B grade – L. Bradley 
67, K. Wagnitz 69, J. Sandland 74.
Women: M. Thomson 73, M. Tyler 77, S. Grein 77.
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Sutton Ford“Experience the  “Experience the  
Sutton difference”Sutton difference”

(08) 8541 2600

Sutton Ford - Waikerie (LMVD 1734) - 14 Ian Oliver Drive, Waikerie, SA 5330

Photos for illustration purposes only. 
All prices are GST inclusive

Call Ian’s mobile 0418 816 474
www.suttonford.com.au

WZ10335 -V9

2019 FORD MONDEO WAGON

$28,990

2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, reverse  
camera, alloy wheels, cruise, sat nav, cargo 

barrier, 1 owner, 78,000kms. S173CPR 

2014 FORD FG-X FALCON G6E SEDAN

$31,990

4Lt petrol engine, 6 speed auto, Leather,  
memory seats, window tint, 1 owner,  
only 73,000Kms, rare car. S169CPR 

2017 FORD ESCAPE TREND

$29,990

1.5Lt turbo petrol engine, auto trans, FWD, 
reverse camera, alloy wheels, Sat nav, cruise, 

1 local owner, Only 25,000Kms. S584BVS 

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel,  
6speed auto, GVM 

upgrade, dual batteries,  
Diff locker, one owner,  

Only 98,000Kms
S833CSY 

2018 FORD EVEREST TREND RWD

$49,990

2Lt biturbo diesel, 10 speed auto,  
7 seats, bullbar, elec brakes,  

1 local owner, 79,000Kms. S785BZM 

$$39,99039,990

2016 FORD PX2 RANGER XLT

$36,990

4x4 dual cab, 3.2Lt turbo diesel, auto, 
bulbar, hardlid, tech pack, Electric 

brakes, one owner. S160CPR 

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

2019 FORD RANGER WILDRACK

$57,990

2.0lt Bi Turbo Diesel Engine, 10 Speed auto 
140L Fuel Tank, Nudge Bar with light bar, 

Electric brakes, GME UHF, rear airbag 
suspension, 52000kms, S174CPR 

2012 FORD FG MKII XR6 UTE

$19,990

4Lt EFI Engine, 6 speed auto, Hardlid,  
Sportsbar & Towbar, Very low 109,000Kms, 

edge paint. S605ASK 

2019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$39,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

2021 FORD RANGER WILDTRAK

$62,990

2.0lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 10 speed auto trans
Electric roller shutter, locally owned and Sold 

new by us, only 15000kms. S406CJJ

2019 FORD PX3 RANGER XLT

$44,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed auto, 4x2, rear 
canopy, towbar, tint, 1 local owner,  

immaculate. S077BZN 

2010 HOLDEN CALAIS V

$25,990

6.0lt V8 Engine, Auto trans, Beige Leather  
interior, 20 Inch Alloy Wheels, heavy duty 

towbar, only 79000kms. CC978W 

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$25,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bullbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

2014 MAZDA 2014 MAZDA 
BT50 EXTRA BT50 EXTRA 

CABCAB

Henry Crawford of Waikerie has been elected as chair of the RFL for 2023 after the league’s new committee met early last week. 
PHOTO: Paul McCormick

‘CLUB-FIRST’ ‘CLUB-FIRST’ 
RFL ERARFL ERA
A CHANGE of direction is front of 
mind for the RFL’s new head honcho, 
with recently elected RFL chair Henry 
Crawford preaching a “club-first” men-
tality for 2023 and beyond. 
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Remarkable Riley

Berri’s Riley Burgess is currently 
representing the under 21 Australian 

country hockey side in Indonesia. 
PHOTO: Cameron Dixon and Emerson Fielke

BEN LENNON
REIGNING Riverland Junior Sports Star 
of the Year Riley Burgess has set off on 
his toughest challenge to date, with the 
youngster boarding a plane to Indonesia 
last Saturday night for two weeks of 
representative hockey. 

Burgess’ dreams were realised late last 
year when he was selected as part of the 
Australian country under 21s side, fol-
lowing a stellar performance for South 
Australia at the state country champion-
ships in Albany. 

The 18-year-old said he is looking for-
ward to the opportunity and the fresh set of 
challenges it presents. 
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